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In religion 



. What damned Error ^ but fame fober bronjo 
Will blefs it, and approve it *with a text. 
Hiding its grojfnefs ivitb fair ornament ! 

SUAKESPEAR. 

To the Visit OK. 

SIR, 

AS you appear to be a gentleman of huma- 
nity, as well as to have a regard For the 
honour of religion ; I have not the leaft doubt, 
but you will give a place to my melancholy tale, 
in your excellent paper j which, I hope, may 
prove of great fervice to mankind. At leaft it 
will tend to difplay the pernicious tendency of 
fome religious principles, which are daily pro- 
pagated with the utmoft zeal and afliduityj pro- 
pagated amongft the lower clafs of the people, 
where they are certainly moft dangerous and de- 
ftruftive ; and whek-e the more they prevail, the 
^ore muft licentioufnefs prevail -, and every fo- 
VoL. II. JB c\^\ 
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2 THE VISITOR. N-43. 

cial and moral duty be n«gle£ied. Sir, I fpeak, 
by woeful experience. I fpeak with an aching 
heart, a weeping eye, and a trembling hand. 
And I fpealc truth, which is not to be contro- 
verted, and which I am pcady at any time <o 
atteft in the moft folemn manner. Not long 
fmce, ftrong in health, arid found in mind, I 
was able to fulfil the bufeiefs of my ftation, and 
to get my bread with chearfulnefs and peace : I 
had a wife, very dear to me; beloved children 
around me j a comfortable houfe to receive nje, 
and content to foften my pillow. But now, 
alas ! affliflted even beyond the affliftion of Job. 
—I am deprived of each, of all thefe ! My body 
is diftrafled with an intolerable nervous dif- 
order ; and I have no reft night or day : my 
mind is in torments infinitely more dreadful 
than thofe I endure in body, though they are 
intenfe, and without intermiffion ; I am no 
longer able to get my bread, but languilh in 
poverty and diftrefs : I have no wife to comfort 
me, fhe has abandoned me in my fore calamity; 
and with her my children are ^one : I have xio 
wJiere to hide my head ; my goods have been 
feized by the cruelty of her, who ought to have 
been my comforter 5 and as I am not a native 
of this kingdom, (where the poor may remain 
unnoticed, in the moft exquifite fuffmngs for 
ever,) — -I have neither friepd nor Counfellorj 
nor any to alleviate j though I have many to ag- ' 

gravflte 
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gravate my dreadful fufferings. Sufferings of 
which religion — no, let me not wrong the name 
•^of which enthujiafmj antimmianifm^ have been 
the fatal caufe. 

It is fcarce tp be conceived, and rttznj per- 
haps ¥fho read this, will not believe, that rati- 
onal creatures fhould by any means be brought 
to fancy themfelves in the hi^ft degree of the 
divine favour, while they arc neglefting, nay^ 
trampling upon, the moft facr^ of God's laws ; 
that any ihould apprehend, they are peculiarly 
interefted in the bleffed Redeemer's blood, while 
they live in that Jin^ and contemn that hoHntfs } 
the former jif which his blood was fhed to ex-* 
piate, the latter pf which it was given to pro- 
mote. But forry am I to fay, there are num- 
bers ; forry I am to fay, I have myfelf con- 
verted with numbers^— but moft forry am I to 
fay, that their minl/iers of Satatiy have made my 
wife one of that number, and taught her to de- 
fpife the duties of the wife, of the mother, of 
the friend, of the w<Mnan, for the fuperlative 
happinefs, as they efteem it, of a fpiritual union 
with that dear Jefus,9upon whom fhe now rolls 
herfelf, and in whom {he now wraps herfelfy as 
in a garment. Pardon me, good Sir, for ufing 
thefe expreffions ; I almoft ftiudder while I ufe 
them; but blafphemy of them will be excufed me, 
when I declare, that they are fuch as are moft 
familiar in the mouths of this deluded people. 

B 2 Orvc 
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4 THE VISITOR. NU3. 

One of thefe enthufiafts, with her religious 
prating, firft enveigled my wife, to attend her 
to the tabernacle^ and fhe quickly caught the 
' fatal and contagious fire. A change in my fa- 
mily affairs was foon difcernible. When I ufed 
to return from my ofEce to dinner, weary with' 
writing, and expefting a little comfortable refrefh- 
ment at home, difappointment generally chagrin'd 
me; my wife was abroad; my two poor little 
infants were dirty, ragged, negle£led ; no pre- 
parations were making for dinner; and I had 
nothing to feed upon, but dtfcontent and unea- 
fmefs. If I remonftrated, as my poor wife was 
rather of a warm temper, the confequences were 
always unpleafing : flie would tell me, ** that 
the care of the foul was the one thing needful : 
that this was more precious than all things be- 
fide ; that fhe muft and would go, where fhe 
could hear about her fweet Saviour ; and that 
fhe wifhed, I was as mindful of this grand con- 
cern as fhe.'* I would tell her in return, " that 
I had no lefs a regard for my foul than herfelf, 
and was as well convinced of its fuperlative 
value : that I- had an efieem and love for the 
ever adorable Redeemer, equal to. any thing fhe 
could pretend to ; and that fhe was well con- 
vinced I had ever lived, as one that looked for a 
better world. That I conceived an attendance 
upon our parifh church, where we had excel- 
lent miniflers, twice every Sunday, was fuffi- 

cient. 
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cient, efpecially as we took care to hav^ family 
devotion in our houfe twice a day, and fre- 
quently read approved books of piety. I hinted, 
#at hearing fcven or eight fermons every day 
(which was very commonly her cafe) could not, 
in my judgment, produce any good effeft : it 
was <>y6rehargii)g the head. And I ufed to con- 
clude, with telling her, that St. Pouly againft 
whofe advice ihe could have no objection, en- 
joins it upon wives |nd inothen^ to do the duties 
of thofe relations." 

. But alas. Sir, all my rembnftrances were 
vain : \qi my wife had imbibed principles, 
which utterly fuperfeded all thefe confiderations. 
She had deferted her firft friends, zX. xki^ Taher- 
^nack^iktliiys M m'too legal for her — though, God 
knows, they had fet her loofe enough to duty ! 
— And was now admitted, as a member, in a 
congregation of Anttmmiansy the head of which 
13 as fubtle and fophifticated as his doftrine is 
diabolical and peftiferous. Their grand prin- 
ciple is, that Chrift, being the reprefentative of 
mankind, or rather the aggregate of all man- 
kind in his own perfon, took upon him all the 
fins, and fufFered for them, as well as per- 
formed all the obedience, necefiary for all men. 
Inf^much that every man as much obeyed in 
him, as if he had himfelf perfonally don^^ what 
Chrift did. So that now no man has -any thing 
more to do than to believe, that Chrift, 2is U\^ 
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6 THE VISITOR. N^ 43. 

reprefentative, lived, obeyed and died; and, in 
confequ^nce of that, he is entitled to all he hath 
done. '* What fhould we pray for," fay they ? 
Chrift prays for us, and he is always heard? 
What {hoald we obey for ? Chrift obeyed, ani 
his obedience is complete. We are in him, our 
fins are his, done away by him j they are no 
fins in us : our Kfe is hid with him in heaven. 
Here below we are incumbered with flefh, it is 
true ; but that flefh is nothing to us. Wc be- 
lieve, and are entered into reft." 

Thefe, Sir, are the precious tenets my wife 
imbibed ; and to teach me thefe, fhc brought 
to my houfe, and dragged me to the meetings 
of, R-^y and C — th : And thefe worthies ap- 
plied all their jefurftrcal arts to convert me. I 
remember one day, when I told R— y, ** Sir, 
Chrift as plainly delivers precepts, and enjoins 
duties, in his diyinc word, as the fun fhines in 
the heavens." '* Yes, replied he, with a fmilc 
of contempt, he does fo j but do you confider 
to whom he delivers them, not to you or to me, 
but to HIMSELF ! To his own glorious felf ! 
He preached to himfelf, as our reprefentative^ 
and as only capable to fulfil thofe precepts for 
us, which we could never fulfil, Thi$ is a 
point univerfally miftakcn." '' In truth, laid 
I, weU it might, and it had been good for n^an- 
kind, if they had never been fet right in it by 
fuch gentlemen a$ you," §ir, \ could frll twen- 
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ty news-papers, with their horrid dbftrines and 
vile perverfions of fcripture. But I haften to a 
conclufion, as a proof of the malignant ten- 
dency of their principles. 

My diforder^ the confequence, in feme mea- 
fure," of a jfedentary life, encreafed upon me, 
^ich my domeftic vexations, without contro- 
verfy, augmented. My wife few me lying in 
the greateft torments, unpitied ; and when I 
wanted comfort, would only preach and tell 
me, that it was the puniftiment of my (ins, and 
eijpecially ©f my hardncfe of heart ; that I de- 
served it, and much more ; and that I fhould 
Aer in my ini^fuiciffs, u^nconvirtced, and more 
caHous than the nether mlH-ffonc. At length, 
by the advice of a phyficiair, I went to a village 
near town, where I gained a little ftrength ; but 
guefs at my horror and furprize, to find, at my 
return, my doors locked, my goods feized, and 
fold ; my wife removed, and gone I knew not 
whither, and my helplefs children expofed to 
diftrefs I Few minds could fupport this. I have 
been ever fitice in a ftate of moft unutterable 
anguifh, both of body and mind : my corporal 
fufferings have afFefted my foul, and the ft range 
religious difputes I have heard^ have fo difturb- 
ed my reafon, that I am on the brink of the 
blackeft defpair. I have no comfort to alleviate 
my^ exceeding uneafmefs i and though I have 
B 4. earadtly 
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carneftly requefted my wife to return and afluage 
my bitter woe in this fad hour, Ihe heareth not, 
nor regardeth ! I am ready to forgive all the 
paft — but, alas! though the injured are for- 
ward to pardon, thofe who injure are always 
backward. It matters little what b.ecomes of 
fuch a wretched worm as I am ; but if y^u 
think my fad cafe may be ferviceable to others, 
I fhall rejoice in feeing it made public, — ^^You 
fee the fruits of Antinomian principles ; and 
furely it deferves ferious confideration, whether 
the propagators of fuch tenets, fo palpably de- 
ftruftive of the interefts of fociety, ought to be 
fufFercd — fuffered in the halls of this city-— or 
what is worfc in the churches j for I am forry 
to fay, there are churches^ where thefe doftrines 
hay e been heard by ^ ' 



Your afflifted humble. feryant, 



T. 
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NUMBER XLIV. 

High garni fig is an immorality^ a fordid ofice, the child 
of avarice f and a direSi breach of that command^ 
mentf tufhich forbids us to co^oet ^what is our neigh* 
bours, Richardson. 

To the Y isiT OK. 

SIR, 

IF you think the following Remarks oti Ga- 
ming in any refpeft worthy the attention 
of the public, J; may expeft you will give them 
a place in your paper. 

I ft. Mr. Sale (who by the way is extremely 
favourable to Mahomed aa^ his tenets) in his 
large preliminary difcourfe prefixed to his tran- 
flation of the Koran, obferves, p. 124. that 

* gaming is there prohibited for the fame rea- 
< fons, and in the fame paflages of the Koran, 

* as wine.' The reafons why wine is pro- 
hibited, are becaufe ' the ill qualities of that 

* liquor furpafs its good ones ; the common ef- 
' fetSs thereof bring quarrels and difturbances 

* in company ; negle£l of, or at leaf!:, inde- 
cencies in the performance of religious wor- 
fhip.' Some good qualities of wine might 
perhaps without much difficulty be enumerated ; 
but it may be hard to fay, where any good 
qualities of gaming, properly fo called, siie lo 

B 5 \^ 
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10 THE VISITOR. N^44. 

, be found. And if Mahomedans forbid it be- 
caufe it proniotcs quarrels and difturbances ; 
how much ftronger obligation lies upon chrif- 
tians to forbid it, to abftain wholly from it,^ 
whofe religion is a religion of love, not of 
the fword, and whofe mafter hath faid, that^ 

* Whoever is angry with his brother, and calls 

* him opprobrious names Raca, fool, &c. is 

* in danger of eternal death.' St. Matt. v. 22/' 
And I would be glad to know where that gam- . 
ing-tablcj and thofe gamefters are found, who 
do not continually tranfgrefs thefe Precepts. 

It is an abfurdity to fuppofe that a gamefter 
fhould love God ; and therefore why go to church ? 

It is ftill more abfurd to fuppofe that a game- 
fter fliould love his neighbour as himfelf ; for 
every man that plays defires to win, and fo to 
diftrefs his neighbour. Now on thefe two pre- 
cepts depends all religion ; therefore a game- 
fter can have no religion 5 and of confequence 
no moral obligation j and can be hindered by 
nothing but penal laws ; and oftdn not by them^ 
from committing the moft flagrant enormities. 

By the pra£lice of gaming therefore we open 
a door for every iniquity, like fo many wild 
beafts to run out upon us and devour us. For 
where gaming reigns, the love of God, and of 
man ceafe, and religion ceafes. 

2d. But when we confiderthe fort of gaming 
which Mahomed forbad, for the reafons above 

given. 
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; jgiven, we fhall fee how much more cogent they 
are ag?finft the fort of gaming ufed amongft us. 
;^he game moft in ufc, and moft pleafing to 

. .the-J^rabs was fomething of this kind, ' A 
•f joung camel being bought and killed, and 

^'divided into ten' or twenty eight parts, the 
f* perfdns, who caft lots for them, to the num- 
:*• ber of feven, met for that purpofe^ and eleven 
^*. 3rro>vs were provided without heads or fea- 

* .'^ thers ; feven of which were mark'd, the firft 

'•* with one notch, the fecond with two, and 

* fo on ; and the other four had no mark at all : 
!* Thefe arrows were put promifcuoufly into a 

* bag, and then drawn by an indifferent per- 

* fon, who had another near him to receive 

* them, and to fee that he aSed fairly : Thofe 

* to whom the mark'd arrows fell, won Ihares 

* in proportion to their lot, andthofcto whom 

* the blanks fell, were entitled to no part of the 
' camel at all, but were obliged to pay the full 

* price of i^ The winners however taftcd 

* not of the flefti any more than the lofcrs ;. 

* but the whole was diftributed among the poor,. 

* and ttiii they did out of pride and oftenta- 
« tion, it' feeing reckoned a fhame for a man 

* to ftand'out, and not venture his money on 

* fuch an occafion, (as by the way it is now 

* eftcemed ^mongft our polite ajwl fafliionable 

* gentry^ who cannot 'be fo mean as to ftand 

* out and not play)» This cuftom however,. 
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< tho- It was of fome ufe to the poc^,iaii4!"^i* 

* verfion to the rich^ was forbidden tj^rlSXaf&cJ^ 

* med, as the fource of greater inconVfelJ|fejit' 

* cies, by occafioning quarrels and hearf-b^fjti-; 

* ings, which arofe from the winnerVIrif^ ^ 
« thofe who loft/ So Mr. Sale. 

Mahomed's words in the Koran (c. 5* j[C< 
of Sale's tranflation) are thefe, * O! trtKr^-JjijiJ 

* lievers, furely wine, and lots, and fmages^ 

* and divining arrows are an abominatiori ol^itl^ 

* works of Satan : Therefore avoid-* ttem-, *'thaj 
*, ye may profper : Satan feeketh to .fow;. difle^i 

•' tion and hatred among you by meajis'^<^f . wn^ 
f iand lots, and to divert you from* i^epemberii^ 

* God, and from prayer: Will ye'jip.tit^'erefQi* 

* aijftain?' ;>^ ' 'v •' • 
0h, fliatiie to chriftians 1 flialj >^ /\^>cfced^ 

ioofe, and impipus impoftor forbii/bfis.follow-p 
^rs that . which brought fome good/'^o^tft^ PPP^-, 
. and d i V erted the rich , merely bfecaufe-it ^^pitJr 
duqed hatred and diflention i. arlj* flj^rfl^l^rif- 
tians indulge . themfelyes in that-- which .rfcrings 
ruin to themlelves and famjHes'?%iij*urc5 -th^ 



fervants, their tradefmen, their dep^ft^nts^ aridf 
robs the poor of their due ? At .^Ji,5^^^ 
that it ruins the mind, kindly »P]^e!ii^ 
and odious paffions, and renders • man-^'uhSt foi: 
fodal, far' more unfit fojf r^ligio.u4 dv^^ 

It is comnipnly urged tiy ..thofq'.who. are. fond 
of games of chance, aa cirda^ dke^ J^c.- and 
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who play only for amufement, as they call it, 
that this is an innocent pra£):ice (o long as they 
hazard no great fum, nor play for any thing 
that can affe<Sl their circumftances. But, not 
to infift on the argument which hath been fo 
forcibly and frequently urged, concerning the 
impropriety of chriftians engaging in games of 
chance, who hold the doftrine of a particular 
providence,^ which certainly can never interfere, 
and therefore the evil fpirit muft, in fuch en- 
tertainments \ for chance, and luck, and the 
like, are names only, Not5 I fay, to infift up- 
on this, Mahomed's reafons for prohibiting the 
game of arrows, may, with fufficient force, 
be urged in reply to thefe : few fit down to 
play, for how fmall a fum foever, without the 
defire to win; this is the very thing which 
conftitutes the diveriion : without it the whole 
becomes a matter of fuch infipid indifference, 
that it lofes its name, and is no diverfion at 
all. Now this defire naturally produces an- 
xiety. Anxiety is^ always attended with pain : 
The defire gratified fills the mind with infult- 
ing pleafufe ; the defire difappointed fills it 
with chagrin, morofenefs, peeviflinefs, dif- 
content and wrath. And what but quarrels 
and diffenfions can arife from fuch jarring ele- 
ments : what but thunder and lightning from 
fuch black, fulphureous clouds? This we find 
to be the cafe in fail; no unconcerned ob- 

ferve'r 
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ferver need long ftand, and tent them ta the quick^ - 
in Shakefpear's phrafe, aiid want conviftion of 
it ; let him attend only thofe tables, where the 
moft innocent gaming (as it is called) is prac- 
tifed : There the bickerings and tempers of 
the perfons engaged will too fully prove the 
truth of Mahomed's declaration, that * lots 

* and gaming are the great means which the 

* devil ufes to fow diffenfion amongft men : 

* Therefore abftain from them/ 

But if this be the cafe, where intereft doth 
not deeply engage the mind, nor the ftrong paf- 
fion for gain take up the whole foul, defire 
and thoughts ; how much more is it fo when 
gamefters with thefe intentions, eagerly fliuffle 
the cards, and (hake the money-loaden dice ! 
The cards on which perhaps the half of a 
man's pofTeflions depends ; the dice, whofe 
fortunate or unfortunate caft may perhaps make 
the noble a beggar, and fend him fneaking ta 
foot it filent home to his fuperb manfion, while 
the lucky gamefter drives his dice-gain'd gilt 
chariot to his petty Jodging and exulting 
ftrumpet ! Have you not noted the tempeftuous 
paiBons and ftormy fury which tofs fuch fouls 
amidft theix gaming ? Have yoti not heard the 
dire oaths and horrid blafphemies which pour 
forth red hot from -their lips, oaths of diabolk 
joy when fuccefs attends them : blafphemies of 
curfed indignation, when their devil (as they are 

pleafed 
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fJeafed to exprefs tbemfelves) for&kes them, and 
for which the great God of bdiiiefs moft be iii« 
fultcd, reviled, and abufed. 

Should a lofer of this fort hs^pen to be a man 
aitrufted wkh power; what horrid con&quences 
threaten his king and country ? Every buflnefs-— , 
but I forbear enlarging on this nice pointl 

Should he be a man of fortune ; yuftice, ho- 
noOT, generofity, and benevolence, arc foon 
fupplanted by meamiefs, rapine^ falihood, and 
Catiline's covetcoufncfs, alieni appetnts^ fat 
p'ofufus. Duns, ruined tradefmen, ftarv'd fer- 
yants, lofs of reputation, contempt, and an 
arrant gamefter conclude the fcene. Should 
this dl^eadful difeafe £rize on a tradefman, a« 
dulteration of commodities, exorbitant prices^ 
blfe bilb, artificial credit, bankruptcy, total 
lofs of peace of mind, feparation from his 
family and friends, and laftly a profelTed gam* 
U^r is the confiiquence. 

When artificers, journeymen, apprentices, 
fervants, or labourers fink into this vice (as 
their want of education generally dtfqualifies 
them from making much progrefs by fraud) 
a&8 violence ieem to be their only refource* 
The wife and children foon become a prey to 
poverty and diftrefs, and the workhoufe their 
afylum j while the abandoned hufband habitu- 
ated to extravagance, debauched by drunken- 

nefs^ 
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nefs, difufed to labour, fleeps all day in the 
infedlious arms of fome direful ftreet-walker, 
and rambles throughout the ftreets all night, 
like a hungry lion feeking whom he can de- 
vour ; robs, plunders, and deftroys to furnifh 
himfelf and ftrumpet with gin. Who can be- 
hold thefe fcenes and not tremble at the fight 
of a pack of cards, or a box and dice? 

And (hall I add once more, (hould the game- 
fter be a female, who can tell, nay, who can- 
not tell the fhameful fruits of fuch a profef- 
fion? Farewell beauty, farewell modefty, fare- 
well honour ! Of all the curfes that can be- 
' fal a man, the very worft that malice can 
wifh to its greateft enemy, is a wife addided 
to gaming. 

I could eafily enlarge on thefe topics, but 
fhey are fo felf-evident, that they do not re- 
quire it. It would be eafy alfo to (hew, that 
perjury, drinking, whoring, murder, follow 
in natural order > and are the diredl and dire- 
ful fruits of this one fingle vice of gaming : 
A vice big with every evil, and which teems 
forth from its fruitful womb every enormity ; 
a crew of Hell-hounds, more fierce an(|| fatal 
then thofe defcrib'd by Milton, and which were 
begot by the devil upon fin^ 

» — About whofe middle round 

A cry of hell-ho^rnds, never-ceafing, bark'd, 

With 
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With wide cerberian mouths, full loud, and rung 
A hideous peal ; yet when they lift, would creep. 
If ought difturb'd their nofe, into her womb. 
And kennel there; yet thereftill bark'd and howl'd. 
Within, unfeen. Par. Loji^ B. ii. 653. 

A lively emblein of that deteftable, pernicious, 
fetal vice of gaming. 

3d. How can: we wonder then that the Ma- 
homedans, yea and many other wife people held 
this vice in fuch abhorrence, that they would 
.opt even admit the teftimony of thofe who 
were guilty of it, in a court of juftice^ of 
thofe who play'd at ^ny game which was fub- 
jed to hazard, or chance, as dice, cards, 
tables, &c. 

How much rather may we wonder, thafthis 
is not the cafe, in eve^ chriftian country^ but 
more efpecially in a Proteftant realm, purged 
and enlighten'd as ours; where furely the tef- 
timony of a gamefter ought to be deem'd in- 
valid much fooner than among the difciples of 
a Mahomed ! 

* Gaming, at leaft to excefs, obferves ^Ir, 

* Sale very well, has been forbidden in all well 

♦ ordered flates. Gaming houfes were reckon- 
' ed fcandalous places among the Greeks j an4 

.,*-a gamefter is declared by Ariftotle (in his Ni- 
^ comahics) to be no better than a thief; at 
' leaft one may fay, that gametters are the ma- 
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* terials of which gamblers, cheats and thieves 

* arc made. The Roman (enate made verjr 

* fcverc hrws agatnft playing at games of ha- 

* zard, except only during the Saturnalia : The 

* civil law forbad all pernicious playing ; and 

* tho' the Laity were in fome cafes permitted 

* to play for money, provided they kept within 
< reafonable bounds ; yet the Clergy were for- 

* bidden to play at tables (which is a game 

* of hazard) or even to look on while others 

* play'd/ 

I mntt here do juftice to the Clhirdi of Engi- 
lanrf, which /hath abfolutely forbidden all her 
Clergy, gaming of every fort -y fo that if diere 
be fucb a thing to be found as a card-playingj 
gaming Clergyman, (which I fhould be glad it 
were poifible to hope there is not) the church 
is not to be charged with him ; his offence fells 
on his own head j let him and his fiiperiors fee 
to that. The words of the canon are very 
remarkable, and much deferve dur notice. 
Canon 75. * No Ecclefiaftical perfon (hall at 
' any time, other than for their honeft necef- 
' fities, refort to any taverns or alehoufes ; nei- 
< ther (hall they board or lodge in any fuch 
« places. Furthermcre. they fhall not give 

* themfelves to any bafe or fervii6 labour; or 
' to drinking or riot ; fpending their time idly 

* by day or by night ; playing at cards, dice, 

* or tables, or any other unlawful game. But 

' [thus 
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< [thus k is jQiewn not only wbM th^y (hall not 

* do, but what they fliaW do] at sll Times con- 

* venient they fhdl hear or read fomewhat of 

* the holy Scriptures, or feall occupy them- 

* felves with fome other honeft ilady, or ex- 
^ ercife, always doing tbe things which flrall 

* appertain to honefty : and endeavouring to 
^ profit the Church of God. Having always4n 

* mind that they ought to excel al! others in 
^1 * purity of life, and fliould be examples to 

* the people to live well and chriftianly, under 
^ pain of ecclefiaftical cenfures, to^ be inflided 

* with feverity, according to the qualities of 

* their offence.* 
Happy would it be, if every Clergyman would 

ftriSly and exadtly conform to the excellent 
rdes laid down in this canon, more efpecially 
in regard to gaming 5 which it is certainly 
their bounden duty to do> who are expe£!ed to 
lead the way in every reformation. 

But if any fuch Clergymen are found, as do 
really game, or fpend their time idly, at cards, 
iice, &c. frequenting aflcmblies, and other 
meetings of that kind, ill befuiting their fa- 
cred charafters; bow can they poflibly front 
their pulpits declaim againft the mifchiefs of a 
vice, which their own example recommends ? 
truth it is, every reformation mufl: begin at 
the houfe of God; and if the Clergy in th« 

Iprefent fituation of things, wiH not bcftit 
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themfelvesy we can have but little hopes. 
Would to God they would ferioufly confider 
this. Would to God thfgr would all ferioufly 
confider of how very ill tendency their exam- 
ple is, in the above refpe£): particularly, and 
how much a trifling, idle, ufelefs life (to fay 
,the leaft) difcredits and difhonours their holy 
fttnilion. 

Mr. Sale goes on to obferve, * as to the Jews, 
,* Mohamed's chief ginides, they alfo highly 

* difapproved gaming : Gamefters being fevere- 

* ly cenfurod in the Talmud, and their tefti- 
^ niony declared invalid. Alfo Mafcard us thought 

* common gamefters were not to be admitted as 

* witneflTes, being infamous perfons.' 

And, I think, enough hath been faid above 
to fhew the wifdom of fuch a determination ; 
fmce it may be laid down as an abfolutc cer- 
tainty, that the mind of a gamefter is open to 
every vice. And if this brand were once fixed 
upon all fuch, of whatever rank or quality, 
amongft us, it furcly would tend to ftop the in- 
creafmg progrefs of this dangerous evil, which 
like a gangrene will fpeedily, unlefs prevented, 
over-ruA and corrupt the whole body politifc. — 
And would every gamefter confider in how in- 
famous a rank he ftands, according to the fen- 
-tence of all wife nations and men, fo infa- 
mous, as not to be efteemed, fof his practice, a 
valid evidence in a court of juftice, — the cafe 

only 
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only of the moft abandoned, the vilcft of the 
vile — furely the refleflioit would caufe him to 
alter and forfake a vice, which renders him de- 
ftruftive to his family, odious and pernicious to 
fociety, and a deadly enemy to himfelf, his beft 
fclf, both in time and eternity. 

,PHILANTHROPOS. 



NUMBER XLY. 



Ho*w great 



To mingle int^rejis^ conver/e^ amities 
With all the fons of rea/on, fcatter*d <wide^ 
7hre* habitable f face y ^wherever born, 
Ho'we'er endo^d 

Young. 

UPON vifiting my friend, Mr. Stephens^ 
the other morning, I found bim deeply 
affiled for the lofs of a near and valuable rela- 
tion; ** I was reflefting, fays he, my dear friend, 
(after the ufual compliments had pafled) upon a 
fubjeft highly pleafmg, I wifli I could add fatif- 
faftorily clear to the afflidted minds of men. I 
know your high veneration for the revealed reli- 
i gion, and I have the comfort to fay, that I am 
thankful and fenfible of fo fuperlative a blefling 
vouchfafed t^ us by the benevolence of God : 
but fo limitted is the human underftanding^ 
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that, even with this fplendid light in our hands, 
we are wretchedly in darknefs, refpec^ing many 
points which our anxious refearches' mujch wifh 
to difcover. Perhaps it is wifcft •— for I am 
convinced that every ordination of the Supreme 
is wifeft and bed,— -that the huoian mind ftiould 
continue in its prefent ftate with this dark veil 
before it« But would it not be pleaiing, would 
it not be confolatory beyond expreflton to be 
afcertained of the certainty of our mutual know- 
ledge in a future ftafe; would it not make death 
itfelf lefs dreadful ; would it not render the lofs 
of our deareft relatives, our tenderer felves kfs 
affli£live, were we aflured by unerring veracity, 
that we fliould not only meet, but know and 
partake of each other's felicities in thofe blifs- 
ful abodes, where there Jhall be no more death ?" 
" There can be no doubt, replied I, but the com- 
fort would be as great as the fatisfaftion, from fo 
important and defirable an information j and as 
reafon feems ftrongly to plead in behalf of this 
delightful truth ; as revelation feems rather to 
countenance than controvert it ; and as the Pa^ 
gan notions feem to corroborate their evidence, 
one would be inclined by all means to efpoufe 
the opinion, or, at leaft, not to ufe any argu- 
ments which might deprive mankind of fo delec- 
table an hope." *' How far, faid my friend, and 
in what refpefl: do you imagine the notion, 
fupported by reafon and revelation?" We ratio- 
4 nally 
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nally conclude, jrq>lied I, that the future ftate 
of Uifs will be confummate ; there will not he 
any deficiency in it : but without mutual know- 
ledge it will be very defe<^ive 5 and therefore 
we fuppofe that this addition to its perfe&ioA 
will not he wanting. But not to lay more 
weight upon this argument than it will bear, I ob- 
ierve that the point ieems felf-evident : confdwj^ 
nefs confi^utes identity^ now, as I, the fame indi- 
vidiad who live at prefent in this vale of trial, am 
hereafter to enjoy, (if by God's jnercy I may 
enjoy) the bleffings of futurity s it follows^ that 
I muft he confcious of myfelf ; which I cannot 
be without being confcious of the feveral rela- 
tions I bore upon earth ; and therefore it is im- 
poiSble to fuppofe^ but that I muft know fe- 
veral perfons and conne£^ions who ihall make up 
the aflembly of the faints, at leaft fuch of them 
as were humm to me upon earth. I cannot lofe 
my confcioufnefsy for, if I lofe that, I lofe m)» 
idetitity. 

The fcriptures too conftantly reprefent the 
future ftate as a ftate of mutual knowledge; 
for they tell us, that we (hall converfe with, 
that we ftiall fit down with, and in confe- 
quence fljall know Ahraham^ Ifaac^ and Ja^ 
coh^ and the reft of the patriarchs and apoftles. 
Now, if we fliall know thefe, is it not more 
than probable that we ftiall alfo know thgfe with 
whom we have been united in the deareft bonds 

of 
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of friendftiip and concord upoji earth ? There 
is a i^ery fine remark of David^s, which is uni- 
verfally admired, becaufe it is univerfally felt ; 
which he made when he loft the fon of his guilt 
by Bathjhebaj I Jhall go to hiniy but he Jhalh not 
return to me. Cold and poor comfort is this, if 
the royal mourner meant only that he fhould fol- 
low the child to the grave, and there intermingle 
his neglefted aflies with him. It certainly muflr 
have a fublimer, a nobler import j the fehfe of 
mankind is a comment upon it ; every thinking 
man that hears or repeats it, receives it as a cor- 
dial to his foul, informing him, that friends are 
not loft, but feparated a while; and that we 
fhall go to them, to fee them, to know them, 
to enjoy their friendfliip improved by all the pu- 
rity of heaven, 

• I grant it is a rule laid down by divines, to 
found no doftrines upon parabolic texts-; but 
tnethinks they may be properly introduced, and 
tend very greatly to confirm opinions which 
have ftrong reafons and much probability to 
urge. 

Dives, in mifery, is reprefented as perfeftly 
knowing not Lazarus only, but Abraham aJfo. 
And it has been concluded, from the fcene of this 
parable, that it is likely not only that the hap- 
pinefs of the blefled will be increafed by their 
focial intercourfe with each other ; but alfo, 

that 
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ftat the mifery of the eondcmned wiH be fear- 
fully augmented, fifbm their fighi and know- 
Wge of thbfe happy realms and happy beings, 
from eadi of ^hich they are eternally fecluded. 

And i^ not this, faid ifty friend,' an invincible' 
obje£iion to tfi^ do&rint of mutual knowledge ; 
can it ht polBble, oh, can it be poffible, thai 
you or I Ihotild reft ift confummate joy ; While 
peradven^rc thoft Who Were dearer to us than 
ourfelves, our moft affeftionate plarents, bur 
tenderly beloved Wives, our deareft chiHren, 
our much valued friends are fu^ering unref- 
pted, impitied, unrelieved in the dolorous 
regions of uttermoft Woe !" *' There is, I 
grant you, faid I, a dTlficutt knot to unloofc^ 
in what you have 6bje£led j but I think 
tlie 6bje£fion may be, hi fomc meafure, ob- 
viated, by remarking, in the fii-ft place, that 
it is an infallible truth, heaven wiH be a place* 
of pdrfeft and uninterrupted fruition ; all tears 
fifall there ie wiped away from alt eyes' fir ever^ 
and of neceffity there will not be found any thing 
there to damp the full enjoyment of our plea-' 
Aires. In the next place, as all corporeal paf-^ 
fions, fo all the" ties and relations whjch are ne« 
ceflary not only to the well-being, but to the 
continuance of a mortal (ocicty will ceafe and be 
diffolved. ff^e Jhall be as the angels of God^ oiir 
louls filled with* the unutterable love of the fii- 
prcme*, and our Hlgheft affq^ioiis chgageilliy tK£ 

Vol. IL C ^dbt^ M 
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adorable perfeftions of the ever blefled Three, 
— And (o completely fatisfied fhall we be in the 
fruition of God's love, that we fhall thankfully 
Confefs the juftice of all his decifions ; and feel 
thofe utterly unworthy our love, who are found 
unworthy of his" "You fpoke fomething of the 
Pagansj faid Mr. Stephens j had they any idea of 
this opinion ?" " It is certain, replied I, that what- 
ever conceptions they had of a future ftate, the 
belief of mutual knowledge ever make a part of 
it. This is too well known to be denied, read 
Cicero's: Treatife de feneSlute^ and you will find, 
that one of the ftrongeft confolations, which the 
good old man derives to himfelf, is from the 
hope of fhortly converfing again in the fhades 
of Ely/mm^ with thofe friends, whom he fo much 
valued and efteemed upon earth." ** Well, faid 
Mr. Stephens^ I think we may fum up the matter 
in Dr. Young^s wordis, 

^* Be good — and let heaven anfwer for "the 
reft." ; 

One ftep farther, my dear friend, faid I, this 
opinion fliould certainly carry us. Is there a 
probability that vire (hall meet and know each 
other again in the future world, which certainly 
will improve our blifs ? Then, let it be our zealous 
endeavours to love that religion, and to* pradicc 
that, virtue, which will bring us to God, and 

unite 
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unite us, infeparably unite us, to thoFe happ3r 
and perfefted fouls ; with whom we have been 
united in the tendered: bonds of the beft afFco- 
lion below. 



NUMBER XLVI. 

^uot hominet, tot fintentia I 

FEW men are fatisfied with their deftint- 
tioninlife; th^ difcern inconveniences 
and evils in their own ftations and employ* 
ments, to which they conceive no other is. fub^^ 
' jed, and, in the difquietude of their hearts, pre* 
fer every attachment to their own. 

The folditr worn with toily with grief oppreft^ 
. Laments his loty and calls the merchant bleji i 
. fVhen billows roar^ and Jiormy winds arife^ 
The foldier's. life is *£/?, the merchant cries. 
Wak^d by his client^ e'er the dawn appears^ 
A feafanCs Ufe^ the barrijier prefers. 
Fully to prove how all mankind admire^ 
Lots Offering from their own, would JV'-^ tire. 

But how much foever this may be the cale^ 
with the occupations to which men are neceflfa** 
rily and pften involuntarily bound, we find it 

C 2 V<V( 
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very different witk the diveiiioiis and purfuits 
which they follow from choice. A hund [rfu- 
lofopbical reafon, might pofTtbly, with niudh 
cafe be affigned for this ; but as we aie littie 
difpofed ourfelves to philofophize, after the en- 
tertainment we have received, fo we fancy it 
will raither pieafe the reader to relate our adven- 
ture, than to amufe him with the dry difquifi- 
tions of fober fpecu]ation» 

I frequently make it my choice to dine at a 
certain ordinary in. t&ts: city, asilfidfltom fitii to 
meet, with chara&ra, and to fisxd! matter for fu«< 
ture lucubradoflk At the .do& of the wQiter^ i 
took my feat there one d»y, vAtb about adozen 
compamonA, fisated^ at the. fame table« When 
the rage of hunger waa tolerably fubdtied^ we 
began to grow acquainted, and I quickly found, 
that almoflr tverf individtial dii^ed from- the ' 
ether,. a$. well in incUnatibn asr in empibymeat. 

TomiSweepftaJoBs opened very obftreperoufly, 
with-fiotme fageneiaarka on the mifcfaiefs of Che 
milixia, and the: cuxfedi crofs. aacidbnt^ of a kte 
Lord's trial ; £Qr by nasana^of the^,. qaothvhe, 
our laft meeting: at^NoW'-Marketwas (a plkgue- 
ly thin, thalk*^ maa mighi: almoft fpitt his wil^d- 
pipe with (houting, before he could make an- 
other hear opn.thipi heathk. Ify thentbe^iui to afk 
bis. next neighbour^ what, he thougiit of the 
matcb between Babmbam and the Q^dolphifi A- 
rakhriy and offered, \^itl^ a tremendous oath, 

five 
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£ve to four on the former, which h^ fwore^ 
would beat the other all hollow off the torf. 
For B^Atahanty fays he, had Siher Shoulders for 
Ills fire, who was gotten out of the Duke's fa- 
mous mare Jenny Diver^ whofe fire was the An^ 
tfffter's Stirling^ whofe dam, &c. 

*' ?dit upon your Sabrdhams and Jenny Dt^ 
Hhts^ on Dnkes and Lords, and New-Markets ; 
feme folks had bett^ be fighting than gambling 
away their money fo foolifhiy amongft a parcel 
©f knari^ ^^ jocfcies," replied his nekt neigh- 
kiMiri Jonas Cfop-cram'd, whofe (hsek appearance 
ividioated his near leiatioalhip to the common* 
isounciL I 

^ For my part) continued he, I have alwajri 
thought gaming a moft deftrui£tive evil, preju-^ 
dictal to the intercfls of a trading city, and de« 
ftroftive of its upright atid antient polity ; and 
of aU gaming, your fame horfe-racing I judge 
to be the mpft wicked and mifchievous. Can't 
a man divert himiidf in a more reafonable man-^* 
sier now, as I io^ for examine, who love to 
walk a mile or two into the country, and amufe 
myfelf with an innocent hour^s pafiime at a 
flcittle-^grouDd or nine^pin alley, where one i$ 
always fure to mett with fome good company, 
and never fail to bear public matters difcufled in 
a fober ^d underftanding way. — - That was a 
n<^}e ftroke, Sir, faid he, turning from Sweep- 
flakes to his left-band neigbbouri — that knock- 
C 3 ing 
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ing of the head that there Thurot ; a peflilent 
fellow, he, I can alTure you: Well, nobodjr 
iball perfuade me, but that this fame Elliot muft 
be a Fitfs man, do you fee — Or— you under* 
ftand me. Sir?" 

** What was you faying. Sir, faid ilarrj 
Gttittar, carelefsly bumming^ a tune, aod play- 
ing with his fingers upon the table 5 you 
fpoke to me, I believe. Sir, but in good trutj^ 
you miftook your manj I concern myfelf 
little about your Pitts or your Elliots, or any of 
this fort of people; I have not the honour, and 
faith. Sir, 1 don't court it, of knowing ^nypf 
them, and I have been very credibly informed, 
that your very famous Mr. Pitt has no kind of 
car for mufic. Indeed, very few of our great 
people, as they are called, have the leaft. fmack 
of the bon gont^ the polite relifh in that way. 
One cannot deny, that they will pretend to 
have tafte ; they will fit, it is true, to hear our 
beft performers ; but one may eafily difcovcr 
with what little attention they hear, from the 
idle chit-chat whifpering amongft them. Hea^ 
vens ! the ruftling of the fmalleft leaf is intol- 
lerable on thefe occafions. I muft own it is 
fome pleafiire to find that there are already fe- 
veral huiwed fubfcriptions of five guineas made 

to the moft delicate and inimitable Mifs F . 

But for the elegant touches of Pinto^ for the 
fweet, foft, and enrapturing ftrains of Matteil 

O fright- 
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"O frightful ! they have no more ears than that 
abominable monfter, commonly called, an Afs." 
Pleafed with what he had faid, Harry's rifible 
faculties were ftrongly moved ; and felf-fatisfied, 
he hummed with triumph the laft new Italian 
air. While with a deep and plaintive voice, 
old Solomon Tomefwell cried out, lifting up his 
hands and (liaking his peruke, which had long 
been unconfcious of a curl, *^ A hundred with 

their guineas to Mifs F ! Shame on them \ 

Shame on them ! I am grieved to death with 
the depravity of the age, fo many guineas for 
mere tickling of the car, for one dirty girl that 
has no merit to plead,, but the fortunate acci- 
dent of a tolerably good pipe. When now, 
mark me, if a man of genius and education 
goes to folicit a fubfcription, to a work of pro* 
found erudition, which, by the way, would re- 
fie£l: more honour than all their titles on the 
very nobleft of them to fupport and patronize ; 
— One may beat one's heels in their halls long- 
enough, God knows, before one can get a fix- 
pence from them. You rouft know, gentlemen 
(and then he pulled a packet of papers out of 
his pocket, and mounted a pair of fpe<9:acles on 
the large bridge of his very prominent nofe) 
you muft know, I have juft publiftii^ propofals 
for printing, in two volumes folio, the learned 
works of the laborious Duns Scotusj a moft pro- 
found and elaborate divine, whofe writings at^ 
C 4 mQu\4uu^ 
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jmouldrmg on the dutty fhelvcs of neglcfted lir 
brarifis, and whofe fuperlative lyprth^ believe 
me, is not known ampngft us, ptherwife no 
man living would bp withput thefe volumes. 
I^ow as I propp&d tp decorate the work with 
cuts, and to print it pn a jBne pappr, and npvf 
letter, I offer it at the moderate price of iiif 
guineas ; three on fubfcribjng, and thriee on re- 
ceipt of the book. And would you believe it, 
gentlemen, O iemporay O more$ ! Npt one of 
our bifliops, nay, fcarce one f lergyn^n, can I 
prevail u^on to fubfcribe ! ^p t|)at I fe^r, tbi§ 
nipft divji^e ^nd e^quiilte ^^jic wiU nevejr 
fee the lig^f, to fh^ vjnfpeajf^b^ jpff pf fhe ers» 
djpe part of manlfind.'- 

I muft defer the anfwqr pf piy ffi^nd Eff{(ix 
tiony as well as ^^ ^pfpiipt of jpy fttheiip cpii^- 
panipns;;^ tp fpi^e fi^nre p|p(:Jr« 
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''And than majefiic mmn^ 



ouni. Hisj?i^((<n^4uf frtdfiit 'wbpfe greatir voice 
h bids you rom't or biifsjifour roarings fall, 

Thomson* 

nH £ elegant poet;, quoted above, calls the 
. O^an^ with, much propriety, afuntworld 
vtmd^s! No^nan can contemplate this great 

glorious qbje£l, unconvinced of the juftnefs 
his exprei^on.: for fMrely, while we ftand 
•n l^e fhoxei^ and b.ehoId the vaft billows of 

bQu^41^{s Qiain,, with im|)€t^ous and ever 
le& tumult, jirqiidly polling s^jori^; while we 
tch our wondering jGi^t oyer the immenfe 
:ld of waters ; furvey the chalky and rifing 
Fs, whjcbi furround the fbore, or the firm and 
;1 fand, which gives limits to this feemingly 
:onlrCQJh|||)e ^Ifi^e^t : while w& re$e<5t u^on 
2^i|uiJ^^ well aft vegetable f^rqd^i'^^JiM qf 

ocoif^ i^nit^ i# ]^^n;^r, f ndlef^^^ va- 
y : aj^d, wl^W ^9^ Cpg^d^r the prodig^^ad^*^ 
tjBagea ^fiag U4^ thji^ tomuSP^ of dHRni* 
r«h-n^i9!^^^i, in. w^b M^ of .tbA$, nation 

peguli^Jiljjr i^tcijpfted ; r^we C9|ll^lt fail to 

^. ^^ wffm^ ^ ^m% yi^ fcfiame4 the 

C 5 vm.t\^ 
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waters from the dry land ; and who, fuperlativc 
in power, ruleth this roaring monfter with all 
the facility of commands faying. Hitherto Jhah 
thou cotney but no farther <^ and here Jhall thy proud 
waves be Jlayed. 

And as the ocean^ hath lately obtained an ac- 
cemon of honour, and is become, if I may fo 
fay, the grand and univerfal^Aj^c/tf^ ; and on 
that account is not only vijited more generally, 
but more highly efteemed, — for what fo worthy 
our efteem, as that which is the means of im- 
parting healthy the choiceft of human bleflings, 
and without which, no other can be a blefling ? 
—I do not doubt but it will be agreeable to 
many of my readers, to trace with me the won- 
ders of the great deep ; which I propofe to do in 
this, and fome following papers ; the great deep, 
of which Euripides hath faid long ago, ** That h 
is the purifier of ail human ills/ 

A line which from the prefent praftice, ont 
would imagine almoft prophetic : For what dif 
tafe K% evil isT fuppofed unconquerable by thk 
univdpd medicine ? Nonty we hope, who havt 
tried'it this Summer^' have found it inefficacious^: 
we would indulge a beneficient wifli, that it maj 
have been the Jkondary caufe,* at leaft, of kincK 
ling up the glow of rofeate beauty in many a 

pale 
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p^e and I6veJy cheek j of reftorirtg many a Ian- 
quid nerve to its vigour ; and of bleffing many 
a family, by the return of the parent, the friend, 
in all the livelinefs of health, to the anxious and 
alarmed relatives. 

The fabnefs of its Waters is the iirft thing, 
which we may imagine, will ftrike every obfer- 
ver of the ocean. This is fo peculiar a circum- 
ftance, that no man can pafs it over unheeded ; 
curibry remarkets are apt, in the hafte of their 
thoughts, to conceive, that this particular is an 
objedion to the wifdom of the creator, fince a 
fupply of frefti waters fo near at hand would 
preferyc, they fuppofe, the lives of numbers who 
crofs the perilous main. But fo. far is this front 
the truth, that the poffibility of failing would 
be removed were not the waters faft : It is well 
known that no colds or iilnefTes arife from a to- 
tal immerfion in fait water, and a total neglecS 
of yourfelf in confequencc. Hence the honeft 
feaman fo oft dafhed aiid covered with the briny 
waves, feds no inconveniencies, and receives 
no damage, Befides fo immenfe a body of wa- 
ters,- the common fcwers of nature^ would pu- 
trify and corrupt, if they were not ftrangly im- 
pregnated with faline particles ; and at the fame 
time in that perpetual motion^ and reftlefs agita- 
tion, which the waters of the fea €<witinually 
experience. They never are ftiH, never at reft ^ 
and thus by their falim quality, tljiey are fecured 
C 6 iioxQt 
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froo^ av9J internal |pincy)le. of con^ipn;. by 
^h^ incelCMit p«rt^rbatipn they yfQ%\ tt^etn- 
fdves clear from every ^4^eJiiif}ou,s defilej^ent* 

** A Aiit&Qxj t^iis, aii4 9^ pattern for me, 
fajrs a writer.— Thus may divipe Qr^^y lik^ 
the penetrating ppwer ojf fait, ^ure ^e depra- 
vity of my heart, and r^ify the di&l^ders of 
my tea;iper! Seafoi^ niy ^oFds, and make al]. 
my coj^veiAtioa favpury.— -Xl^us m?y a conti-e 
nual cpurfe of a&iv}ty^ in every vocai^ion, pre- 
vent this perniciipas effe^ of in4oIeiv:e \ let 
9ie d^ily es^e^cife^ or be ^tecgiptiilg to, exercif^ 
fhe g;races of Chrifti^ity. !(^eft |c^th becomi^ 
feeble : Left hope coima<^ dimfiefs \ apd cha- 
jfity wax cold/* 

When 2JX other ffHfW^s are freflii, but thei^ 
9f the ocean, all other jxh^otj^ which o^e their 
rife toi the ocean, ^d ar(? conveyed from it^ 
boundlefs treafury, tl;u'oi^h the bpvB^^ls of th^ 
^arth;^No reafonable man cap fiippqf^, th^ 
thofe of the ocean weiJc, witfeput ilefign, im- 
pregnated with fi^Jts.: ^d efppci^ly, when h^ 
beholds the utility, the nec^ty of this proyi<!> 
iion, whi(ch varipusi oth^r particulars might 
prove, he will acknpwledgq, th^ tkh nJ^ heftl^ 
God doti£! 

But fee the wai^rs cope r^Mlg ij^ ug>pn u« ! 

JVave dafcies over wave, ^mUng its fo^^y ftirts 

billow rifes oyer billow^ apd Jfolls witht re^utar 

and irrefiftiNe ioipeUuifii^f tp ^ Utoti^ Th^ 

2 udi 
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tide is coming in,^ an4 the tide fumifhes us with 
a htStk fource of admiration. Every day this 
iinmenfe coUe^on of waters for jthe fpace of 
five or fix hours, flows towards the la^d : and, 
as it were unfatisfied with its ftation, no fooner 
fseaches its d^ftined height, but it begins again, 
9)moft inil;^tly, to retire to its lAfnoft caverns : 
taking up nearly the iam^ time in its retreat as 
it i^equir^d for its acce^. We refer otgr readers 
tQ the fhihfophen^ fof a Iblution of this ex- 
traordij;iaFy phenomenon, wi^ich tliey tell us is 
Qwiag to the gravitation of t;he earth, syid the 
i^tra^ve influence of t3|jp mm. 3o fays tb^ 
poet 

^7ij thine hrif^ Cyntbia to Ji/penfe^ 
Tbofe laws the floods ohey 5 
The hoary deep (tmtraffd immenfe) 
Obedient own^ thy Jway ! 

Wc will rather obferve, how *' gre^t is the 
power, and how excellent the wifdom, which 
fets the whole fluid world in motion ! Which 
protrudes to the fhores, fuch an inconceivable 
-weight of waters, without any concurrence 
from the winds, frequently in dire<% oppofition 
to all their force. Hpvf gracious alfo is riie pro- 
vidence which bids the mighty element perform 
ks revolutions with the inoft exa(% pun^hiaKty ! 
IV^it fuSered to advance with a lawkfs and 

utv\v- 
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unlimited fwell ; it might fweep over kingdoms, 
and deluge whole continents. Was it irregu- 
lar and uncertain in it$ approaches, navigatioii 
would-be at a ftand, and trade become preca- 
rious, — But being conftant at its Jiated periods^ 
and never exceeding its appointed iounds\ it 
creates no alarm to the country, knd affords 
very confiderable aids to traffic. 

Many and great are the advantages derived 
from this regular flux and reflux of the oceanl 
For the prefent I only juft obferve j that at it^ 
fioxvy rufliing up our rivers, it clears and deep- 
ens the paflTage ; in many places fpreads a co- 
pious flood, v^^here a dry and empty wafte lay 
before. — Is the failor returned from his voyage, 
and waiting at the mouth of the channels ? The 
jiux is ready to convey his vefl'el to the very doors 
of the owner; without any hazard of ftrik- 
ing on the rocks, or being fattened in the fands. 
—Has the merchant freighted his fhip ; would 
he have it transferred to the ocean ? the refiux 
tenders its fervice ; and bears away the load^ 
with the utmoft expedition and with equal fafe^ 
ty !• — Behold, oh man, how greatly thou art 
beloved, how highly favoured hyWiy Maker ! in 
what part of his works hath. he forgotten, or 
overlooked thy welfare ? fliew me a creature ^ 
point out a fpot, in the formation or difpofition 
of which he, has not been mindful ofthyintc^ 
jefts ! " He has made thee to have dominion 

ever 
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over the works of his hands, and has put all 
things in fubjeclion under thy feet : — All flieep 
and oxen, the fowls of the air, and the fifhes, 
—yea the /urges of the fea," are fubfervient to 
thy benefit. Even thefe, wild and impetuous 
ias they are, yield their willing backs to receive 
thy load, and like an indefatigable beaft of bur- 
den, carry it to the place, which thou fhalt 
nominate ! — Indeed rich and precious are the 
treafures borne on the back of the oceaa, and 
wafted by the gales of commerce, which would 
be ufelefs without this liquid conveyance, this 
encourager of induftry, and fource of wealth! 
—But of this hereafter.— A proper fupplemsni to 
jny prefent paper, is fupplied by a Kentijh cor- 
refpondent, who in his packet of Margate ver- 
fes, fends the following, written, as he informs 
me, by a promifing young gentleman of our city. 

MAR I SJCR U M. 

TH O* doctors long have try*d their fkill in 
vain. 
The languid patient's vigour to regain : 
Tho* medicines fail, and ineffe£luaJ prove. 
Nor aught the latent evil can remove : 
In nature's ftore, a grand refource we finrf. 
To raife the body, and to cheer the mind» 
The SEA a noftrum»in itfelf contains ; 
Tlie patient trks xt^ and no more complains f 
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Let not in vain the An'jif waUrs flow i 
You there defciy the grave of human woe.. 
DrownM in the waves rbewnatic tortures ceafe^ 
The ^irits brighten^ and the foul's at eafe ; 
The nerves relai^'d, and limbs fo'weak before,^ 
With vigour brac'd, refume their native poVr ! 
The wan complexion, and the jawt£c^i eye^ 
Thpir priftine colour gain, and all's at liberty. 
The penetrating f^ilts refine the blood. 
And undifturb'd flows the rich crimfon flood ! 
The ftubborn /^^s felf its hold foregoes; 
And warm life^tinjdingj, in the dead limbs j^ilTu;^ 
The weatmd eye receives its former fight, 
Ai^d cv*ry obje<ft views with ftefli delight. 

Emblem of paffion, fee the billows roar. 
And (oudly foaming, dafb &om fbore to fhore ! 
Tho* thus the fcuny unopposed may rage. 
The Waves fh^H foon the tyrant difengage : 
At length the SEA the lurking foe fubdues. 
And (routed from \(i%, h^^unts) a calm enfues : 
Nature revived and chear'd in ev'ry part, 
Procbii?^ ^h!e CHr« a)|ov^ th^ ifi&oth a^t f 
No more defpondency, with gloQoiy ihade^ 
Dares or the fpiJ^s or the ^liougbts ifivadt^., 
Frc«i from the glp€piiirf^>^5j>#ia^ a^irf of j^j^ r 
The dull grow Itye]^ ^d<the fad iEerefae: 
The thougiits 1:1^ o^pr^ 4 iuliea af§e& wear ; - 
But fiwgbt wit;b.mr^ ^ chearfuj^efeaiaipv^^r.' 

Be wife, nm nMnr^'^ g^'rQHS. gifta r^fcie^ 
\X^ t3». lu«A 9^,**i4>ut ^(^'^eiifj^ ^ 

And 
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An4 with fetuniujg h^abhy jrpur ofPrJiig? p^. 
To himi whoxn ftefn dijiafg^ ai>d (be wUd iui«^ 
obey. 



NUMBER XLVin. 
STif /Af Visitor. 

MliiJ^ M«^ %i<^frii<if fofudliflitiiu H 
Mr. f^r» Afifl j|cMcwle4gef hitcivi* 
|i}^ : £hl^ Iw Ihe p}e?fm^ tQ {nfpm W|», that 
$^ fwpiMT 4onr bef li^ g^'4 l^im much 99^ 
pr#batmi Md in^y fri^«; v4 if ho.cimtii* 
Aues to be ib ob^ging* flMr.alTttrcs htm flic will 
more and moie wft Mr influmofe to introducs 
bin paper inio all tb^ 6|Rulif« in the cify. Poo 
T?nhang that liftk wc^vdf h ftips out of one's lipi^ 
iriiether one will or nol^In the t^WH I meant 
IQ iaj ^ and one wwU tl^ik I ihoald h^ve been 
more acoueate } for mtn€ nm^ good Mr. ^nar-> 
makfTt 1 1^»^ he« iommfll]! morliM* I am 
^mioft reiMijMQ hm#* So I will out with it« 
^d be fMfe you ij^rit^ ^bout iti a^d dob deaf 
creatuTf, dp fiiid (pm^ way or othf r to ^vengQ 
VB^i you |u¥e ^ Wmmi 1^^4» 9i|d I can help 
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Yoa muft know then, that tho' I am city-bom 
and bred, yet I have many relations at t'other 
end of the town. The family of the Seekers is 
a very antient, noble, and large family : we can 
trace our pedigree much higher than William 
the Conqueror, and we have now in the family 
a multitude of great Lordsj and a greater multi- 
tude of fine Ladies: I afTure you our houfe 
makes no fmall figure at court, and at moft 
other places the name of Seeker is very well 
known — ^Now I muft acquaint you, that ycfter- 
day I wctit to pay a vifit to a celebrated c— fs of 
our family in • ♦ ♦ ftreet ; and as I rattled over i 
the ftones with my long-tail'd bays, my heart 
exulted within me to think what a figure I fhould 
make at her ladyfhlp's, by the fignificant airs 1 1 
defigned to affiime, and the importance I intend- 
' ed to claim to myfelf in our (ame diy^ball. 

Well, rap — -rap -^rap went my footman; 
round me throws I my long.tail'd negligee: up 
Ybirs I tript into my lad/s dreffing-room ; and 
happily, as I thought, found it almoft full of 
company, and feveral of my relations too were 
there. The converfation was very brilliant-— 
But I, who was impatient to tell of the figure I 
made in our afTembly, iniagin'd every moment 
an hour till the fubje(% was introduced. At length 
finding it not likely foon to come upon the ta<^ 
pis, I was obliged to yawn and rub my face*. 
Lord Billy Seeker^ who fat next me, took the hint, 

and 
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and with ia very fignificant grin, *^ So, my dear, 
** faid he, 1 fttppofe you ftaid late hift night at 
^* high life hebtv Jtairs !** — ^A great horfe-laugh 
rutig through the room, and I, who for my 
part, h^ no eonception what he meant, bluA- 
ed to-r^L^ ears, and replied very' innocently, 
•* USgoLife below Stairsy my lord^— indeed, not 
** I, I was better engaged!"— " Better en- 
*^ gaged, Mifs, faid he, why I conceived you 
^* thought no engagement' Superior to that.** 
Still I was at a loTs, and the laugh continued at 
my perplexity ^ while his loiidfbip afFe&ed a filly 
ftupor, and my lady cried out |o him, ^^ For 
." goodnefsfake, my lord, d6n*t Kill me : Ipro- 
,5* fefe, my lord, yourlardfliip will make me die 
;** with laughing. Poor Selima don't underftand 
^* you J he means, child, your city^balL*^ — ^Thea 
a louder peal of unmeaning laughter re-echoed, 
, and to conceal my diforder, I grin'd a ghafUy 
fmile; for ghaftly, I am fure it muft be, as my 
features were diftorted with anger, vexation and 
difappointment. 

To think, Mr. Vlfttory of calling- fuch a 
ghmd, fuch a refpedable, worthy, wealthy, 

^ cvciy-tbing affembly, " High Life bebw Stairs !'■ 
—Fie fie, upon him. But betweeh ourfelves^ 
hxrd BUfy was never one of the wifcft I 
- He was not fatisfied however with this triumph 
^hisfVtt^ as he tcrm'd it !— << And Yo, Mifs, he 

il^i^-f fai4 
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M prffent)f 9 ypuVc an ImtomM^ member of | 

I (for I wouU not call him, «9 Lord) tbat'v i 
Ibc mme by wbtch it i« known/' You arp I 
^iiamed tbtn of tiM ti% MiA^ I fifxi, iai4 her I 
Mj^^'^AM tmljrt we, it thk end of ^ j 
f9WQ» €ln*t JBttdi wpQikri^your ^ look likt i 
juiotiier ^eem^ La i how they throw on thek 
fine cloadM^^Monftroiia^ what appeai'ances!'^ 
*^ Indeoft, my lailf, find I, t heJieve your Myihlf 
iwoukl chftnge jpour opiiuttn^ if you were to hi 
mt the wurdmif ySuaMf.-'^* Mn'ekmis tSem* 
W]^--f QOfl la 4 fiiid bril BUfy^ what noblcmtftt ^ 
Hti^t Unh bkx)d ill hia vmis, can mix wirii ^ 
your common* traibElfmen.i-^The men are ufeftil ! 
•Mmigh in diofar way: hot when they wouM 
tread upon o^f haela in politcQf»ft-^It maket 
one fiek, 5(e&iiar,^perfQdly fick f Th» mardkcmtt 
ii^hly !^* An elderty maiden^ady, whor fat 
iHar my relation, the lady of the houfc, 1 
and who Had ttftified her applauf^ only by 
yrown^HAf {miles ', for her forehe^ wa$ covered 
wiA wriiikle«, and four miii^volenee Jived in 
fef eye-bay« J *^ You iee, coufin, fiud (he (for 
Ihe was ^n antfem &/Apr) that the name of 
ywx ai&piUy givfs high difg^ft to th^ noble 
perfonagesi; p^fmil me to fhj/kn jqut p^tk 
Hie^ung, aiid then, p^orhap^, there may be a 
w4i«iQ|i q( p^iea; ^e, it^ chfld^ the Metro- 
politan" 
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pdttM-4dtt; s^ giY^ the nobles your good lean^ 
to attend it; and there will be more amit^ 
omongft you, peradventure,"— 't'he Metropolitan 
ball now was repeated by every tongue; and, 
tkpQ^ there was nothing to laugh at in my 
opinion, nothing but laughter, and Metropolis' 
Umball was heard at every interval. 'Till at 
laft, ^^ perdition feixe my e^iillence, faid lord 
BiVyj pulling out his watch, if I have not an 
affignation ; and have overftaid my time. A- 
dieu^ dear kdies : Mifs Selimay my refpe£ts to 
our friends, the Metropolitans.^* And I aiTure 
yoii5 when deliirered from his hnpertiniiiGi^ 
Ae ladies heaid me witii much attention, and* 
. we 1^ a very eniertsining and inflh^H^ chat* 
abovt the company, and^ the ^efTer at die hSt 

Isdbttbly^ 
But as I cttA^twritfe ytm ah ae^Mint xtttHoit 
»sw, £ fend to dfefWe you vril)^ ehafHfe thefe in^ 
fel«lt ones', who fo^ affe^ tb*d«^ifi^ us. And tlifo^ 
I am peifuaded liuly Amut Rugofa Seehr^ cAr^vT O^f 
Attt name by way of fnccr, yet T think it a* 
very valtiablfe hint, and A\y b)r dnrffe- pffefertts; 
cnj^ti and^ dtre£i:, that in our meedng, the of- 
faifive and dilfeuftfng^ words fwhfefrl will iiever 
Mttser firtjm mylips again)' be -i^htJlly dlropt and 
Albliitdy fbrgoTtctt-: that it never more be ftt- 
pb^^^OTim C^hA\^ or M^-^—ts aflehibiy-: buf 
jfipMghout tlic- vHiole world j be' kmowii and 
' "^ ' Hie Mtr^liftut' A«tf-«'*-A^ilamrMlgft!y 
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approved by the members: and particular! 
'pleafing to 

Yotts eternally, 

SELIMA SEEKEI 

NUMBER XLK. 

Trahit fua qiumfue nfoluptas. 

Vine. 

MR. TOMESfTELL had fcarccly coi 
eluded that mournful lamentation, recon 
cd in our paper of laft Thurfday, (N° 46,) befo] 
Mr. Equation^ who fat oppofite to him, reddei 
ing into warmth, rejoined, with a good deal 1 
ardour; *' Sir, I profefs, the Bijhops and CUr^ 
will henceforward be judged by^ me, men. \ 
more fenfe and penetration than I ever imagine 
them before. The world. Sir, is fick of div 
nity : folio's of divinity ! Good Angels ; whe 
nobody thinks of giving themfclves the troub 
of reading a fix-penny fermon ! and folio^s < 
cafuiftical, controverfial, fchool divinity ; vA 
you might as well fuppofe, that the voluminpu 
tirefome works of thofe old Spin-texts^ the Pur 
tansj would be encouraged, as what you off 
to the public. Take my advice, good Sir; tui 
the courfe of your ftudies another way, zx 
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1 foon find it anfwer. There is a branch 
ience, I. don't pretend to fay I am zn adept 
» — but they who kno^ me, will allow me 
:redtt of fome little irnwledge. in that way.— • 
algebra^ I mean^ the moft ufcful.and excel- 
of all the fciences : the key, the miftrefs, 
queen of the mathematics. Now if you 
Id intenfely apply to this moft neceflary and 
;htful ftudy, you might probably not only 
e many new difcoveries, but gain great ad- 
ages to yourfelf.- For as nothing is more 
ted, fo nothing would be more encouraged 
a good algebraift :. indeed, this charming 
ice is by my vexatious and multifarious bu- 
fs in life, permitted only to indulge my va« 
: hours : or, perhaps I fhould have made no 
►nfiderable figure in it myfelf. Let me hint 
ou. Sir, that if you would undertake an al* 
aical magaziney (as magazines are fo much in 
ion) it might feU in a very extraordinary 
mer, and would diiFufe the knowledge of this 
iderful art, which to be fure- we owe to the 
2nuity of the Jrais : for algebra is certainly ^ 
ved from the Arabic words aly and gafAera^-^ 
this by the bye.-^As to the magazine^ V^y 
ik of it ; and perhaps you may procure the 
[lance of the moft induftrious and worthy 
itleman, fuperior to all praife, who hath late- 
refrefhed our vfpirits with a charming book 

in 
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in fturbj on tbe mgativi fign in algih^a.^-^How 
if be wouM affift your ffiagoTUfu.^*'^ 

^^ Better aflift die puUic in this time of ex- 
treme danger amd peril, Attd » gentleman widi a 
remarkably long fece, and a difmal black wig, 
^hofe countenance I obferved, betrayed ftrong 
marks of dilbonteht, wh9e Mi^. Equation was 
hdiramguifig,-^! am amazed and aftonrflied, he 
went on^ thaft ?t fiich an hnportaftt period as the 
prefent, men's thoughts fboidd be employed tip^ 
on fiicb trivial things, as algebra and nkrgazinesy 
contemptible and infigttificant ! When the inte- 
reft of aU Europe is concerned ; and the belli- 
genmt p6wers are ufing every effort to give fiic- 
ce&to their fchemes*: no man who loves his 
country, Ihoukl think or talk of atly thing but 
its poSiieal concerns i every private fatisfadion 
ihouid be given tip ; and in the c^ufe of liberty, 
of virtue, of proteftantifm, ahd the prefent glo- 
rioiM eftablifbment. We ihouid lihite oiir utmbiF, 
our moft iagaciOtt^ and thoughtful <^ohfider^tions. 
Arid if men M^ll Write, and will hzvt magavti/iesj 
furely a poUtkal one would be the only proper, 
and- Ae^only ufeful magazine in the prefent ftate 
of diiags. In this might be delineated the true 
iyftem of pnUt;^ iri the generd, the* law of na- 
ture, of nadons, arid of diftintS communities : 
great helips for wbich Would be drawn from Gr9^ 
Hui ziaA P^itubtrfj znA,ftom Vdtett in particu-f 
kr, more excellent than either* Then the xnte- 

reft 
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reft of Great Britaip, and the utility of conti- 
nental connexions, the neceiTity of fupporting 
PruJJta^ the glory of the prefent war, and the 
like, might be fet fortb: And, what ftrikes me 
moft of all, and I believe will perfuade me to 
undertake a thing of this kind, thus might 
the lies of that arch-falfifier J/^2/^^r/, that wretch 
of wretches, that difgrace of politicians, be 
clearly developed and expofed, to the unfpeak- 
able utility of the world in general.'^ 

*' You have got the right rope by the end, 
my boy, yare, yare, my lad, faid a rough gen- 
tleman, who fate near the politician, and clap- 
ped him heartily on the back when he had finifticd 
his fpeech. Not accuftomed to fuch rude fami- 
liarity, he received the gratulations of Mr. Love- 
ftorm in a look of difdain, and exprefled his c?if- 
approbation with a tone of anger. '' Nay, and 
you be for brewing a ftorm, d^^y^ ^^^y quoth the 
failor, I can weather it out, I believe, as well 
as yourfelf. But I lik'd your lingo, and was go- 
ing to ftrike fail with you, my mafter, and hove 
my cargo of opinions aboard the veflcl of your 
piloting. For, tho' I fay it, no man loves his 
country better than I, and efpecially the fhlp- 
ing : I don't ufc the fea indeed only now and 
then^ as it may be for my own pleafure ; but 
t}ig glory of Old England is her waadm voalh^ 
afld I^ni proyd to be in the belly of a good 
tight veffel, I'll venture a wager, my L/Wy 

Vol. XL D Pe^,^ 
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•P<Ky> will fail with any (hip in the navy^ I 
could go to deep on her top-maft: but, as 
I faid, our wooden walls are, as a body may 
call them, the anchor and cable of Old England, 
we muft ft^nd by them. I am fare that's good 
politics ; or we (hall prefently ride in a ftorm, 
and it will be God's mercy, if we don't go to 
the bottom." 

I obferved, while this lover of the ocean was 
delivering his fentiments, twcl^ gentlemen, who 
feenied to exprefs a favereigii contempt for all 
that had been faid, were converfmg; the one, 
with much energy, on the beauties of painting, the 
other on the fuperlative excellence of dramatic 
poetry. The merits of the pieces prefented to 
the Society for artSy &c. were very nicely and 
critically examined by the former j and I per- 
ceived that he could not be brought to ac- 
knowledge any peculiar merit in modern pro- 
^ dudlions. The art of painting, he affured 
us, was perfectly loft, (as indeed there was no 
encouragement for it in England) ajtid nothing 
(hort of a Rubens or a Titian, a Raphael or a 
" Rembrandt, 1 found, could fuit his fublimated 
tufte. — The admirer of the drama feem'd to 
eftimate the painter at a very low rate, as a 
mechanic genius 5 no way comparable to the 
"poet, whofe eye in a fine phrenzy rolling, doth glance 
from heaven to earth, from earth tp heaven, &c. 

He 
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He feemed vfl-y defirous to difcufs the merits of 
the ancient and modern dramatic writers ; and 
by a natural tranfition was led to characterize 
QQT adors; large were his commendations of 
the Britiih JS<^x«^> to give which their weight, 
he was fo obliging as to attempt to fpeak two 
or three favourite paflages in Mr, Garrick's man- 
ner ; which he afiured us he had ftudled with 
Ibme accuracy; but an unfortunate flip or two, 
and an unpleaflng provincial and monotonic ac« 
cent, occafioning a burft of laughter, this lover 
of the theatre was obliged to take his hat and 
withdraw in fome confufion. 

'* What fimple men are all thefe, faid a 
gentleman, who fat at my elbow, and whifper^t 
cd into my ear-r^to profecute fuch idle amufe- 
ments ! For my part, I am for real knowledge, 
and on that account have made antiquity my 
ftudy, for many years : I fliould be glad, Sir, 
to fhow you my medals^ they are very perfect 
and fine, I affure you j I have very nearly corn- 
pleated my feries." — I thanked the gentleman 
very cordially, and my time being expired, wa» 
obliged to withdraw j which Mr. Flofculus do* 
ingatthe lame. time, I was favoured with his 
company down the flreet, when he made pre- 
cifely the fame remark, with my friend the An- 
tiquarian ; and proceeded to recommend in the 
ftrongeft terms, his own delightfome, healthful, 
rational am ufement, *' The cultivation of flow- 
D 2 ti^ V 
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crs," *" For I am, faid he, a perfea Florijl ; I 
dedicate all my leifure dme to this noble em- 
ployment, and I believe my. ftage of Auriculas 
is inferior to few; I chrijlmed two new flowers 
laft feafon, the Prince Imptrial and the Duke of 
Brunfuuc^ and I have no doubt of equal honour 
and fuccefs in the fame way, next feafon. I 
won the prize at the Carnation Fcajiy — and I 
would not exchange tulips with any Burgo-Ma-- 
Jler in Holland." I promifed to avail myfelf of 
his friendftiip, and to decorate my garden, with 
the cut-cajis of his flowery family. 

Such were my aflfociates at Mrs. C 's ; I 

leave my readers to make their own reflecEtions, 
Permit me ^nly to remark, that .as each man 
hath his favourite amufement, he may, he 
ought to be allowed quietly to enjoy it, (we 
fuppofe it innocent). No man has a right to mo- 
left him, while he rides his hobby-horfe ; but in 
return, let him not moleft any man, but fufier 
him as quietly,, equitare in ar undine longa. In 
fliort, we may iiv perfect good-nature fmile one at 
the other ; but let us not by any means be angry, 
or difpute, becaufe we do not approve the fame 
entertainments ; becaufe we have not all the fame 
taftes :— contentedly reft in your own ; leave 
me, with the fame content, to relax my mind 
in fuch a manner, as pleafes me. You love 
turtle^ I love a plain leg of mutton \ eat your 
turtle in peace, and go to bed ! why fliould you 

efteem 
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efteem me a man of folly, becaufe I prefer honeft 
homely mutton to it ? 



NUMBER L. 

Who fings the fource 
Of ivealtb and force f 
Vaft field of commerce and big nuar !' 
Where ivonders divell i 
Where terrors fnvell ; 
jlnd Neptune thunders from his car ! 

Young. 

WHEN we behold the great deep, with- 
out track, and without limit, we may 
well ftand amazed, at the courage of thofe who 
firft dared to commit themfelves to its unknown 
bofom, and to pierce into its pathlefs regions. 
Horace (who was not indeed a man of very 
great courage himfelf) is of opinion, that the 
-firft adventurers muft have had hearts of oak, 
or rather of triple brafs ; their attempts were 
judged no lefs prefumptuous than dangerous : 
fince the ocean was efteemed by the ancients as 
the infuperable barrier, and grand feparater of 
different nations, formed by the Deity * on 
D 3 purpofe 

• Thus runs the whole paiTage, which is in the 3d ode 
of Horace'* firft book, and begins IVi robur^ &c. 
Sure he who firft the p^flfagc tryW, 
In harden W oak his h^art did h'\^ie \ 
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purpoie to fecure kingdoms from the attacks and 
infults of each other. A notion fo very far 
from the truth, that tht fea is the hit cormiQer 
of diftant nations ; and to it we owe, at once^ 
all the advantages of commerce, much of the 
improvements of fcience, nay, and the know- 
ledge of the glorious Gofpel, 

By means of this liquid vehicle, vefiels of the 
largeft burden, are borne along with the utmoft 
eafe from clime to cliitie^ from fun to fun ; thus 
the rich produce of the Eaft is poured into the 
ftorehoufes of the North 3 and the inhabitants 

of 
Or vfixh firm br^^fs of triple folfl. 
His bread couragioufly enrollM ! 
His hardy breaft, in hollow wood. 
Who tempted firft the briny flood % 
Nor fcarM the VMnds contending roar, 
Nor billows beating on the ihorei 
Nor Hyades portending rain, 
Nor all the tyrants of the niain^ 
What form of death could him affright. 
Who unconceiTi'd with ftedfad fight. 
Could view the furges mounting fteep. 
And monfters rolling in the deep; 
Could ihro* the ranks of ruin go, 
' With ftorms abovei and rocks below« 
In vain did nature^s wife command 
Divide the waters from the land. 
If daring (hips, and men prophane. 
Invade th^ inviolable main \ 
Th* eternal fences over leap, 
/ And pai^ at will the boundlefs deep. 

DHYDEK. 
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of every quarter of the globe, not only hold 
intelligence, but mutually exchange their com- 
modities, and gain a fapply of more than every 
want in life.w--Hence, what abundance of wealth 
rcwiu-ds the anxious and indufbious merchant ! 
what a happy provifion is^afForded for the thou- 
fands ahd ten thoufands whom the demands of 
ceittifaerce Continually employ ! Thus our infe- 
rior brfethrfen ftre engaged in ufeftil labour; and 
betofne the ftt^ength, the finews of the commu- 
nity : who, if relaxed from the horieft engage- 
ments of induftry, moft probably would corrupt 
in indolence, and be cither thfe perpetual an- 
noyattte^ or the fpcedy deftrudlion of the public 
wdfate ahd pfeact ! -^ How gracioufly hath the 
wife Cntator of dl things provided for the well- 
being of his peopk : — And let me add, for his 
people of Our favourite kingdom in particular. 
Where not only plenty crowns our peaceful 
jdains, but the goldeft wings of commerce Wiaft 
bleffingi on every gale ! Happy, thrice happjr 
Britain ! May the tender mercies of him, who 
is omnipotent, ftill preferve thy invaluable pri- 
vileges to thee ! And while kmidft the horrid 
din of diftant arms,' land the melancholy cries of 
raVagi/ig dfefblation, thou heareft only the plea- 
^ng Voice of firmeft union, fulleft glory and 
tompkte profperity, — mayft thou be wife, grate- 
fully to ackhowl^dge the bounty of the giver; 
ajid may thy fons, by every worthy and laiid- 

I?4 ^\>H 
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able virtue, by the work of humanity, and the 
love of religion, engage to themfelves a conti- 
nuance of thy protection ! 

When we vifit the Dock-yards, and furvey 
the wooden-towers, rifing there, beneath the 
artificers hands ; their amazing bulk fills us 
with wonder to think, that they ihall not only 
when freighted to the full, and immenfe in bur- 
den, be buoyed up, and float like the light 
cork, on the waves of the mighty main 5 . but 
that they fliall travel through its roaring furges, 
with a velocity perfe£lly incredible : And what 
is jnoft amazing of all, be direfted unerringly 
through a wild of waters, where there is neither 
path, nor land-mark, to dire<£l the bewildered 
traveller ; direcled with a facility, that is in- 
conceivable, and turned — unweildy machines, 
— turned as the dire<Sting hand of the ma- 
iler pleafes. Behold' alfo the jhip^ faith the apo- 
ftle, which though they he fo^ great ^ and are driven 
of fierce winds^ yet are they turned about with a 
very fmall helm^ whither Jo ever the governor lijicth. 
To what we have faid concerning \^^faltnefs of 
the waters, in our laft paper, we muft add ; that 
this faltnefs ferves greatly to the ufe of naviga- 
tion, in affifting to buoy up the vefTels ; for it 
is fpecifically heavier than frefli ; and it has 
been faid, that vefTels which have failed fafely 
on the fait, have funk when they come up frefh 
water rivers. But not the faltnefs of the water j 

not 
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not the management of the helm ; not the nice 
condu<£t of the bellying fails 5 not the wondrous 
power of the 17/r, which, though invifible, fills 
them with fuch force, and drives on the veflel 
with fuch inipetuofity through the dafliing flood ; 
none of thefe, though admirable in themfelves, 
ftrike us with fuch pleafmg furprize, as the re- 
flection on that fojftl^ which, though mean and 
contemptible in appearance, is invaluable to the 
failor ; for it unerringly diredls him through the 
tracldefs regions of the boundlefs ocean. And 
when neither fun^nor ftar ; when neither land 
nor land-mark are to be feen ; when all is fcai 
and all is (ky : Nay, when neither fea nor fky arc 
to be difcerned, when all is darknefs and tem- 
peft ; then this infallible guide holds out its^ 
kindly afliftance, and the loadjione informs tha 
failor where to fteer his courfe \ The loadjione, 
which has given to navigation its perfeSion, and 
enabled the undaunted failor to traverfe the globe,. 
From how fmall and inconfiderable caufcs doth, 
the omnifcient Creator produce the moll impor- 
tant efFefts ! Who would conceive that a mine- 
ral of this fort fliould tend to fuch extenfive 
utility ! But we may obferve, that in nature, 
as well as ia grace, the mighty mafter, — as it 
were to teach men humility, and to deride the 
vaft efforts of human, power — thus conftantly 
a£teth ; ufing the mean and apparently con- 
temptible things of the earth, to confound, we 
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are told, the flrong and the wife. Lrct not 
then the low and fervile appearance, which his 
only begotten Son put on among us; let not 
the (hameful and accurfed death he deigned to 
die : let not the obfcuritjr of his Apoftles, the 
lownefs of their births, the fervility of their oc- 
cupation, their ignorance of hunian learning, at 
all difguft or offend us : Nay, rather let it con- 
firm our faith, and fatisfy us, that this is mod 
agreeable to the Sovereign Ruler's manner, and 
the ftrongeft proof of his intervening power, to 
whom eafy and arduous are the fame ; who can 
work as effeftually by the weak as by the 
ftrong : And who from the meannefs of the 
inftrument, more abundantly confutes the arro- 
gancy of mortals, and eftablifhes his own un- 
parallelled glory. 

Great and many are the advantages derived 
from the fea, confidered as the grand vehicle of 
•tommerce^ the fource of national wealth and iii- 
iduftry : but let us not omit to obferve, that 
thus not only the riches of nations are commu- 
nicated ; thus alfo the riches of the gofpel of 
Chrift may be, have been conveyed to us ; are 
conveyed to diftant climes, and they who fat in 
darknefs and the ftiadow of death, are revived 
with the light of his heaven-defcended truth, 
America can witnefs this 5 whofe realms ere 
while, were obfcured with a darknefs, not lefs 

black. 
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bkck, than that which itive^s the tawny inha- 
bitants : but how the day-fpring hath arifen to 
enlighten — and would to God, we could add, 
-*-hath perftaiy enlightened thofe benighted 
dimes ! — 

But alas ! how flow^is the progreft, how im- 
perfe<ft the (pread of the religion of Jefus ! how 
dcftnidlive, how pernicious, in every view are 
the ravages of war ! how fearful is the account 
which thofe potentates will have to make here- 
after, whofe defolating fwords the fury of ambition 
hath drawn ; whofe inftruments of war, the 
luft of fway, and the deftre of conqueft, have 
brought into the enftnguined field ! Religion, 
liberty, and every focial virtue demand their juft 
vengeance ! Wretched Princes, what can be 
more det)lorable than your circumftances ! — 
But not by war only j the propagation of reli- 
gion is prevented by other caufes j as other 
men mav propagate it no lefs than princes. Yet 
though the bleffings of the chriftian religion are 
everlafting, and its rewards ineftimable, we muft 
obferve with regret, that its profeifors are not ih 
folicitous, if in any degree folicitous, to difftife 
its comforts, as they are to amafs the perifliing 
wealth of this world: which they will feek at 
the fearful peril of all things dear to them, feek 
in the frail bark, amidft all the_ extremities of 
beat and cold, hunger and thirftj though it will 
D 6 avail 
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avail them nothing, when death demands his 
due, and the foul (hall depart to an unbiafTed 
tribunal ! 

How happy would it be, and hoW truly praife- 
worthy ; if the vejfel that traverfed the deep, 
in fearch of temporal wealth, would permit a 
fmall freight of the eternal truth to fail with 
it ; would not only by the difperfion of ufeful 
books, but by the exemplary demeanor of its 
mariners, and the feafonable hints of its com- 
manders, endeavour to promote that religion^ the 
knowledge of which is life eternal ! How plea- 
Iing a confidence in the mid ft of dangers, would 
fuch a conduS infufe into the breafts of all who 
filled fo happy a vefiel ; and furely, if any men, 
thofe who are foconftantly expofed to imminent 
peril, fhould labour to procure that confidence : 
fince it is terrible indeed, to hear the threatning 
tempcfts roar ; to fee the blue lightnings glare ; 
to behold the mountainous furges beat uncon- 
troulcd ; to view the fliattered craftiing maft, 
with horrible confufion, torn away : to fee death 
, entering at the fatal leak j to fink — irrecover- 
ably fink into the fathomlefs abyfs — emblem x)f 
that eternity^ whence there is no return ! — How 
dreadful thus to fink, — without one reafonable 
hope of acceptance with him, who is to deter- 
mine our condition, irreverfibly in that eternal 
Aate ! — One moment's reflexion certainly mult 

be 
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be fufficient to awaken in every man*s mind an 
attentioii to this moft interefting of all concerns 
to human beings : — muft be fufficient furely to 
engage our naval commanders, and all thofe wha 
go down to the fea in Jhipsy and fee the wonders 
of the Lord in the great deepj to aft in fo confift- 
ent a manner, that chrijlianity may derive fome 
advantage-from their voyages ; or at leaft not be 
reproached and reviled amongft the heathen ; to 
whom we fincerely wifh, no real caufe had ever 
been given j to whom we earneftly pray, . that 

no future caufe may ever be given, to fey, 1 

" Why fhould we become chrijiians ? are they 
better than we ? they lie, they fwear, they fteal, 
they cheat, they indulge their luft, they are 
drunken : — Tell us then, why fhould we be- 
come chrijiians? wherein doth their purity or 
morality excel our own ? " 



NUM. 
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NUMBER U. 

Fountains^ and ye^ that njimrhU ai ye finv 
Melodious mstrtfturs, <tAMtMtftg tune his praiji. 
Ye mifis and exhalations t that ftono rijie 
t)rom hill or Jheming lake ; ekjfy or grey 
Yill the fun paint your fleecy /kirts ^th gold. 
In honour to the ^world's great author ri/e, 
B^hetbir to deck n»ith tkudi th* uneolour^d Jfy, 
Or ivet the thir/fy earth wth /ailing jXwwers^ 
Mijng cr failing ftill advance his praife f 

Milton. 

MANY and great are the advantages de- 
rived from the Ocean , as the vehicle of 
commerce. Some of tliefe have been confidered 
in our paper of laft Saturday. But when we 
xefle<a^ that it is the grand fource of all the 
moifture of the earth, and confequently, of all 
its fertility : that it fupplies our tables with fuch 
elegance, and the tables of the poor with fuch 
plenty, we (hall confefs that the advantages 
of commerce, are fcarce comparable to thefe 
eminent bleffings, which fpring from the Ocean. 
— -" How foon (fays a writer ♦ on this fubjedl:) 
would the earth be as inactive and barren as it 
was, befwe the divine benediftion on the third 
day of creation, if it were not for the waters of 

the 
Pearfall. 
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the fea ? In vain would it call upan the heavens 
to diftil a neceifarjr humiditjr. Thofe floating 
watering pots, the clouds^ would foon be ex* 
haufled if not fupplied from this great referVoir* 
It is true, it 16 God that talUth for the ivaiers of 
the fea^ and poureth than forth upon the face df the 
earth. Under the dire<ftion of his providence 
and according to the laws of nature, the fun* 
beams attra<ft, and the ocean readily yields from 
its ftores : the watery exhalations are rarefied 
into innumerable fine bubbles, fpecifically light- 
er than the air, and by this means they natu« 
Tally afcend with eafe, leaving their iklts behind 
them. The clouds are formed, wafted abroad, 
diftilkd gently in infenfible dews, or poured 
forth in plentiful fhowers. Thus alfo fom^am 
are formed, break forth into {beams, and are 
fwelled into rivers, till at length they fall into 
the ocean again, and make a grateful return of 
benefits received.— May this be an emblem of 
myfelf, and all around me I O thou uncreated 
ocean of all being and blefiednefs, it is from thy 
overflowing* fulnefs, that I receive all my fup- 
plies ! I am pro'te<^d, cloathed, and fed from 
thy free and rich bounty : within thy all-cir- 
cling arms I live and move : conftantly art thou 
giving forth and I srni receiving : may, I learn 
from the ftream of every brook I pafs by, to 
lurn my thoughts, to diredl my motions to- 
wards thee, and carry my tribute of homage 

thither. 
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thither, "whence I clerive my all! May I pra<Slife 
benevolence to all around me : let my waters 
refrefh the weary ; fupport the fainting ; heal 
the wounded ; and give a verdure and fruitful- 
nefs to the barreif foul ! let me, like the flow- 
ing brook, take a tranfient gentle fatute of the 
flowry banks as I pafs ; but never, oh never let 
this foul, which thou haft created for tbyfelf, O 
Father of Spirits, think itfelf at reft, till it 
finds itfelf in thy bofom — 

** Still preffing to my wifli'd abode. 
Nor fix'd, till at my centre — God." 

It is very remarkable, that this immenfe world 
oi fait water, which is not only naufeous be- 
yond expreffion to the human tafte^ but void of 
the power of refrefliing our thirft, fliould be the 
grand ciftern, and fource of all the frefh and 
enlivening ftreams, which flow through the 
earth. It is much to be queftioned, (after all 
the efforts of human art, and all the declarati- 
ons which have been made) whether the united 
endeavours of mankind could produce a cup of 
watery perfedly fwect from the (alt ftreams of 
the ocean. Yet what inexhauftible quantities 
are daily drawn from thence, v^hoUy fweetened 
and perfe£Uy refined from every^ difagreeable and 
brackifh tafte, by the aftion of the filar heat, 
and delivered to the fafe conveyance of the 

clouds L 
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clouds ; which adminifter them, in wife propor- 
tion to the fupply of every want; which diftit 
them in dews, or fertilizing rains ; enriching 
the rills, and enlarging the overflowing ftreams; 
giving life and verdure to the earth ; and afford- 
ing all thofe innumerable commodities, which 
mankind enjoys from that liquid element : of 
which the famous Pindar faid fo long fince «?/- 

ror yLiv v/ftrj *• Nothing is comparable to 

water." 

'* How amiable is the goodnefs, and how a- 
mazing the power of the world's adorable Ma- 
ker ! — ^^How amiable his goodnefs in diftributing 
fo largely, what is fo abfolutely neceffary, and 
fo extenfively beneficial ! That water, without 
which we can fcarce perform any bufinefs, or 
enjoy any comfort, fliould be every one's proper- 
ty J (hould ftre^m by our houfes ; ftiould ftart 
up from the foil ; fliould drop down from the 
clouds ; fliould take a journey from the ends of 
the earth, and the extremities of the ocean on 
purpofe to ferve us ! — How amazing his power-^ 
That this boundlefs mafs of fluid fait, fo into- 
lerably naufeous to the human tafte, fliould be 
the original fpdng, which deaFs out every palat- 
able draught to mankind, and quenches the 
thirft of every animal ! which fupplies the coun- 
. try with its fertility, and the parterre with its 
beauty ! Doubtlefs the power, by whom this 
is effefted, can extract comfort from our aflSic- 

tiqns^ 
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tions, advantage from out* calamities^ and mate \ 
^11 things work together for our good." " 

But fee from every clime, and from everjr 
}and, the rivers are all haftening in the- fame 
courfe, and with perpetual lapie rolling their fil" ' 
ver currents to the main. If from thfence they 
receive, thither they neturn their waters : AH 
flow int6 the oc^aft ; and there is a reciproi^* 
tion of favours :— a fpeculation^ which indeed 
might be carried through nature, in which, pro- 
perly fp^aking, nothing perifhcs, but by a cbn- 
fiant rotation all things are circulating, and mu« 
tually fapplyihg each the other. A fino- leflbn tto 
Mf^ elegantly and forcibly teaching us the plea^ 
£ng duties of mutual gbod will ; as well as tht 
neceflity of all proper returns of gratitude and 
obedience to him, from whom, the great ecean of 
all blefltngs, all good things are derived, and to 
whom, as the Lord of ttemityy all our ftreams 
are tending, and muft flow. But of the ^- 
^ean as the emblem of eternkj^ we may fpeak 
hereafter. 

At prefent it may be neceflary to obfervfe, 
that the ocean hath been fuppofed to be the 
parent of fBuntainSy and in confcquence of 
rivers, not only by means of the clouds, which 
convey the liquid element, in abundance, to thfc 
lops of mountains, ever cloathed in fogs and 
mifts, but alfo, as direfting its waters, perco- 
lated through the earth, to the hills and rocks, 
whence the fountains fpntig \ ^tv4 x!ciu% ^w^^Vj* 
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hg them With iiioifturc, fMreetened in its paflage 
through the bowek of the earth, which they 
repay in rivers and ftreams that Sow upon and 
teaotify the external fiilface of the earth. This 
latter opinion our moral and philofophical poet 
Tbmfonj has endeavtmred to confute, as well as 
to eftablifli the motiR received notion — we Ihall 
give his excellent lines, which wffl preclude any 
further remarks of our own at prefent, as they 
will take up the room ajSigned us. 



I 



Some fages fay that where the numerous Wave 
For ever lafhes the refounding fhore, 
Dtiird through the faftdy Jlrmmis ^^tfy Way> 
The waters with the fatidyjlraiu^ rife: 
Amidft whofe angl^ infinitely ftrain'd^ 
They joyful leave their jaggy falts behind; 
And clear and fweeten as they foak along« 
Nor Hops the refilefs fluid, mounting ftill, 
Tho' oft amid th' irriguous vale it fprings ^ 
But to the mountain courted by the fand 
That leads it darkling on in faithful maze. 
Far from the parent main, it boils again 
Freih into day 5 and all the glittering hill 
Is bright with fpouting rills.— But hence this 

vain 
Amufive dream ! Why Ihould the waters love 
To take fo far a journey to the hills, 
When the fweet vallies offer to their toil 
Inviting quiet, and a' nearer bed ? 
Or, if by bJiijd simbition led aftray, 
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They muft afpire ; why ihould they fudden ftop 
Among the broken mountains ruftiy dells. 
And erq they gain its higheift peak defert 
Th' attradive fand, that charm'd their courfe fo 

long ? 
Befides, the hard agglomerating falts 
The fpoil of ages wou'd impervious choak 
Their fecret channels ; or by flow degrees, 
Higli as the hills protrude the fwelling vales : 
Old ocean too, fuck'd thro' the porous globe. 
Had long ere now forfook his horrid bed. 
And brought Deucalion^ watry times ^gain. 

The poet then proceeds to a more philofophi- 
cal account ; and after a fine defcription of the 
moft remarkable mountains, whofe inward ftruc- 
ture he wifhes to furvey, he adds. 

Amazing fcenc ! Behold ! The glooms difclofc, 

I fee the rivers in their infant beds ! 

Deep, deep, I hear them laboring to get free ! 

I fee the leaning Strata^ artful rang'd ; 

The gaping fiflures to receive the rains, 

The melting fnows, and ever dripping fogs ! 

Strow'd bibulous abqve I fee the fands, 

The pebbly gravel next, the layers then 

Of mingled moulds 5 of more retentive earths. 

The gutter'd rocks, and mazy-running clefts ; 

That while the ftealing moifture they tranfmit 

Retard its motion, and forbid its wafte. 



I 
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Beneath th' inceflant weeping of thefe drains, 
I fee the rocky fiphons ftr^tch'd immenfe. 
The mighty refervoirs of harden'd chalk. 
Or ftifF compared clay, capacious form'd. 
O'er-flowing thence the congregated ftores 
The cryftal treafures of the liquid world. 
Thro' the ftirr'd fands a bubbling paflage burft i 
And welling out around the middle fteep. 
Or from the bottoms of the bofom'd hills. 

In pure effufion flow United thus, 

Th' exhaling fun, the vapour-burden'd air. 
The gelid mountains, that to rain condens'd 
Thefe vapours in continual current draw. 
And fend them, o'er the fair divided earth. 
In bounteous rivers to the deep again 5 
A focial commerce hold, and firm fupport, > 
The full adjufted harmony of things. 

Seafons, Autumn V. 751, &c. 

An harmony^ let us not fail to remark, which 
manifefts in the faireft light, the wifdom and good- 
nefs^ of that omnipotent maker, all whofe works 
praife him ! for all his works declare 

'* His goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r 
divine ! " 



-NVi^. 
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N U M B E R UL 

To the y 1 s 1 T Q K. 

He /ays ; ' he cairn ; the fea obeys his iviU ; 

The fiorm is Jilent^ and the nvaves are fiill, 

Wheatland*s Pfalms. 

SIR, 

I HAVE been greatly pleafed and inftrufted 
with your contemplation^ on the Oceariy and 
exped, with much fatisfa6lion, a continuance 
of your remarks. Permit me to exprefs my ap-» 
probation of this method of writing, which fa 
happily blends inftru£li(^n with entertainment j ^ 
and fuffer me to hope, that other parts of natun] 
will hereafter furnifh you with the opportunities 
you d^fire of elevating your readers hearts tq a 
grateful acknowledgment of the Creator's wif-^ . 
dpm and bounty. Indeed I muft be allowed tQ 
fpeak with particular plcafwre of your Saturdays 
papers in general : not only as they afford me 
delight;, hut as I find them univer£aJly well re- 
ceived J which is no bad proof, in my humble 
opinion, that our tafte is neither fo depraved or 
vicious as fome would reprefent it ; which is no 
bad (ign, that true and ferious religion hath^yet 
its votaries amongft us. — Go on and profper. 
1 Your 
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Your rcfleddons on the Ocean^ occafioned .me 
to read over with attention, that inimitable de«> 
fcnption of a ftorm, which the royal poet of If. 
rael gives us in his cviith Pfahn \ than which I 
know nothing more great and more finilhed in 
any cprnpofitious. Indeed the facrcd writings 
abound with the moft ilriking inftanccs of the 
JMhlime : and it would be a labour well worthy 
your pen, as it could not fail to give the greateft 
. delight to your re»f)ef$9 if you would occaiion- 
ally mark out fom^ of tVe^ paiTages, and fliew 
lis th^ir exceUencie99 from a comparifoii with 
fimiUr parages in profane writers : this might 
ferve not only to enhance the value of the divine 
oracles in their opinion, who prize them al* 
ready, but alfo to draw the attention, and con- 
ciliate the favour of thofe, who may be caught 
by a lofty fentiment ; tho' they defpifc a plain 
and humble truth ; and who may thus be ho- 
neftly enfnared to th^ir own felicity. Pardon 
my freedonj in prppofing this hint. — I return to 
the paflage which gave birth to the thought, 

'* They who go down to the fea in Ihips, 
and occupy their bufinefs in great waters ; thefe 
men fee the works of the Lord, and his wonr 
der$ in the deep. For at hU word the ftormy 
wind arifithy which lifteth up the waves thereof. 
They mount up to the heavens; they go down^ 
again to the depths : their foul is melted Tjecaufe 
of trouble. They reel to and fro, and ftagger 
2 \\Vfc 
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like a drunken man, and are at their wits end. 
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their diftrefs. He 
maketh the ftorm a calm, fo that the waves 
thereof arc ftill. Then are they glad, becaufd- 
they are at reft 5 fo he bringeth them unto their 
defired haven. O that, &c.'* 

Nothing can be more grand aud pifturefque 
than this defcription. We fee the moft unruly 
elements fubjedl to the immediate controul of 
the Almighty ; and winds and waves, like du- 
teous fervants, ready to obey his voice. For at 
his wordy the ft or my wind artfeth. He fpeaks, 
and the tempejl ifTues forth inftantly to perform 
his commandment: t\it Jlormy wind^ which hath 
force enough to lift up^ even the rude and tin- 
weildy waves of that moft unruly element, the 
ocean ! You fee them rife^ foon as the tempeft, 
*' pleafed the Almighty's order to perform," 
breathes with its irrefiftiUe breath, and carries 
them now up to the clouds; now fmks a /ear- 
ful valley below, while the vejfel fhoots down 
the horrid precipice, and expefts, every mo- 
ment expeSs, to be fwallowed up by the moun- 
tainous billows ! — The omiflion of the connec- 
ting particles, in the next verfes, they mount up \ 
they go dowHy &c. finely exprefles the hafte and 
terror. You fee the diftrefs of the failors, who 
are tofled from one fide to the other of the vef- 
fcl, amidft this terrible commotion, — their'fears. 
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their anxiety, their hopelefs diftradion is beau- 
tifully reprefented ! While prayer, the natural 
refource of men in neceffity, is introduced as 
glorioufly^ efficacious ; and you are filled with 
an awful aftonifhment, while you contemplate 
that tremendous power, who hears, relieves, 
and in a moment fpeaks a calm to the lawlefs 
tempeft, and the roaring wave. He maketh the 
fiorm a calm. He fpeaks, and the moft unruly 
elements inftantly obey him : not a murmur is 
heard, not a gale whifpers : all is hufhed into' 
the profoundeft calm ! — If Longinus commends 
fo much the fublime brevity of the defcriptioh in 
Genejts^ would he not be equally large in his ap- 
plaufes here? — The conclufion too, I appre- 
heiid, would meet with no fmall praife from 
that critic ; wherein that *' fervency of devo- 
tion fo naturally glows, which fuch" grand oc- 
currences are apt to kindle in the minds of the 
thoughtful — Oh that men would praife the Lord 
for his goodnefsj and declare the wonders that he doth 
for the children of men /" 

No man can deny that a defcription of this 
kind, can be applicable only to the fovereign 
ruler of heaven and earth, the Lord God om- 
nipotent. What an irrefragable proof then have 
we of the true divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, from his real performance of that\ 
wihicli the pfalmift here fo nobly defcribes ? 
Wh^ there was a great tempeft in the fea, in- 
VoL. II. £ fomuch. 
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fomuch, that the fhip was covered ^ith waves, 
and in danger of finking; when his difciples 
cried to him in their difirefs, and all feemed , 
loft and hopclefs ; He made the Jlorm a calm.^^ , | 
He arofe and rebuked the winds and the (ea, 
and there wai a great calm / who, lefs than Je- \ 
hovah, could have done this ? Well might the j 
men remark, '' what manner of perfon is this, \ 
that even the winds and the fea obey him !" s 
Matth. viii. 24. We know too when, upon 1 
another occafion, he exerted his divine autho- | 
rity, and caufed that element, as it were, to I 
change its nature, and bear him, as a ready fer- - 
vant, upon its liquid furface, fafe as on the fo- ^ 
lid marble ! Could this be any other than God? g 
For my own part I confefs, that thefe afls of * 
omnipotence convince me, beyond any other | 
argument, of that important truth, which fome T 
aftedt to deny, the true and proper divinity of 
our God and Saviour. — And may I be allowed I 
to remark, Good Sir, though it is in feme fort % 
affuming your province, and going out of my * 
own way ; that a ferious reflection on this un- < 
controulable power of the Supreme, muft dif- 
fufe the moft gladfome acquiefcence in his fa- 
therly proteftion through every pious breaft. For 
well may that man fay, who confides in his God, 
and repofes his fteady hope in him ; " (hall I 
-doubt hh ability to accomplifli my welfare, fhall 
I fe^r hh ability to deliver ine from danger, 

wheh 
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when I fecf that the ftorm trembles at his word, 
and the ocean's vaft billows rife or fall at his 
command ! He is Almighty, and I will reft my 
eternal concerns with perfcfl: fatisfaSion in his 
hands ; iie is all good, and I commit the difpo* 
fal of all my prefent condition with chearful- 
nefs to his unerring loye." 

But as I intend rather a critique on the Pfal- 
mift's defcription, than any^ moral remarks, you 
muff allow me to bring a paflage or two, from 
the poets, which however fublime, will ferve to 
ftiew the fuperiority of David. FirgiPs de- 
fcription is not more famous than excellent; 
snd I fhould not hefitate to place it next to this,. 
from the facred fcriptures. It is not I think 
to be doubted, that Firgil had read the facred 
books I and it is well known that he was like 
a beey culling fweeis from every flower ; his ma- 
nifeft and frequent imitations of Theocritus^ Ho^ 
mer^ &c. are undoubted proofs. Why then 
may we not fuppofe him to have improved hit 
own defcription from this of David's 5 whofe 
Pfalms he would certainly be led, even from 
curibfity to read ? — And whoever will confider 
the manner in which he introduces Neptune^ ari- 
fmg and flilling the ftorm, and commanding the 
winds to retreat, will obferve a ftrong imitation 
of the intervention of Jehcnmh^ at the cries of the 
diftrefled failors. — Such is Firgil's defcription,* 
iQ Mr. Dryden*s tranflation. 

£,2 T\i^ 
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The, raging winds rufti through the hollov 

wound. 
And dance aloft in air, and flcim along th< 

ground. 
Then fettling on the fea, the furges fweep ; 
Raife liquid mountains, and difclofe the deep ; 
South, Eaft, and Weft, with mix'd cOnfufion 

roar. 
And roll the foaming billows tathe fhore. 
The cables crack j the failors fearful cries 
Afcend ; and fable night involves the (kies 
And heav'n itfelf is ravilhed from their eyes. 
Loud peals of thunder from the poles enfue. 
Then flafliing fires the trarifient light renew ; 
The face of things a frightful image bears. 
And prefent death in various forms appears, 

I am the rather apt to believe, that Virgil had 
read David* s defcription, fince I do not recol- 
le£l any paffages iri Horner^ where thefe ideas are 
to be found * i and becaufe I remember that O- 

vidj 

* This gentleman is, I believe, right upon the whole 
as to this point. There is no defcriptfon in Homer pa- 
railel to this. But there is a fimile taken frojn a ftorm, 
wliich Longinus greatly' commends for the poet^s judici- 
ous choice of circumftances 

——He burft upon them all, 

Baift<? as a wave, that from the cloud impends. 

And fwcird with tempefts on flie fhip defcends j 

4 ' White 
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vid^ (who had doubtlefs read the facred writings) 
has almoft a tranflatioh of our Pfalm, and fre- 
quent allufions to it Speaking of a Jhipy he 

fays, in the nth book of his Metam. 



Etmsdo Jublimis veluti de vertice montis 
Defpicere in Fallesy imumque Acheronta videtur. 
Nunc ubi demijfam curvum circumftetit aquor ; 
Sufpicere inferno fummum de gurgite ccelum^ fffr. 

As on a. mountain's top (he rides on high. 
And from the clouds beholds the nether (ky : 
Then finking with the wave on which fhe rofe 
Down to the bottom of the deep fhe goes. 
Whence as from hellh abyfs they lift their fight. 
And diftant far fee heaverC% fuperior light. 

Dryden. 

He alfo fpeaks of the failors diftrelTes, fo finely 
painted in the Pfalm — 

Non tenet hie lachrymas ; JIupet hicy ifc. 

One weeps and wails — defpairing of relief. 
One ftupid ftands, his fears congeal his grief; 

E 3 This 

White are the decks with foam ; the winds aloud 
Howl o'er the maAs, and fmg thro' every fhroud j 
'Pale tiembling, tir'd, the failors freeze with fears. 
And inftant death on every wave appears. 

Pope's Iliad, B. xv, vcr. 751. 
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This wretch with prayers and vows the Gods ' 

adores, 
y plifts his ufelefs hands ■ ' " 
And aid from heav'n, from heaven unfeen 

implores, 

Dryden. 

1 cannot be allowed to take up your time, and 
to produce any more paflages ; thefe are fufEci- 
ent to (hew the fuperiority of the divine poet, 
but I muft not conclude without remarking, 
that the beft poets, in our language, have bor- 
rowed from his defcription, Shakejpear evidently 
has it in view, when he makes Othilh fay^. 

■ O my foul's joy. 
If after every tempeft, come fuch calms. 
May the winds blow, till they have weakenM 

death ; 
And let the labouring bark climb hills of feas, . 
Olympus high : and duck again as low. 
As hell^s feom heaven, ■ ■ .^ --w 

And JkSltoHy In Paradife Loft, Book VII. yer. 
210. draws from, the fame fublime original : 

Outrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild, 
^ Up from thc-bottom torn by furious winds 
And /urging waves, as mountains, to afiault 
.Heaven's height^ and with the center mix the 
pole. 

If 
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If thefe remarks fliall be agreeable to you, and 
ferve at all to recommend the facred writings, it 
will be a pleafure to 

S I R, 

Your conftant reader and admirer, 

T, S. 

NUMBER LIII. 

Hiftory of a MAGDALEN. 

In a LettfT to the Visitor. 

If all her former woes luere not enough , 

Look on her now ; behold her, nuhere fbe ivanders^ 

Hunted to death, diftrefs*d on en/'ry Jtde, 

With no one hand to help : and tell me then. 

If ever mifety were kftown like hers ! — 

RowB. 

Let mf tears thank ypu, for J cannot Jpeak ; -— 
Jnd if I, coiid \ 

Words 'were not made to <vent fuch thoughts as mine* 

Dryden. 



SIR, 

THOUGH an unhappy pcrfon, like my- 
felf, (who, by my wilful tranfgreffions, 
have forfeited all right to the regard and protec- 
E 4 tion 
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^ (oclcty) can have no reafon to expe<a 



» ^j} favourai?ic AiLcuuun ; yec, as i per- 
\ in (otnc former papers, you have admitted 
\ . ^^itritivcs of women involved in the fame 
uhlc g"^^ ^^^^ myfelf ; I am emboldened 



.pff, though with a trembling hand, and to 

^ you to make public what I write ; not 

my ^^^ account : no, alas, I am too worth- 

l ($ ^nd inconfiderable to trouble the world with 

- concerns of mine ; and indeed the world is 

thins ^^ ^^ ■ ^^^ delivered as I am from its 

' jlution^, and fafcly landed in this happy har- 

huT ^y utmoft wifh, my moft fervent defire 

. ^yer more to enter upon its dangerous bil- 

J wSj ^"^ ^ ^^ °^y '*^^ *" ^^^ bleffed manfion, 
jgjicatcd to God, and to the beft duties I am 
ye to perfonn- But, gratitude. Sir, and the 
Jt tender fenfe of the ineftimable bleffings I 
ijjoy, engage me to wifh, that you will not 
Js over this my weak effay. I earneftly defire 
pjjeclare my bbligations, greater indeed than 
^^ue can tell, or heart can conceive ; and to 
^ive the world fome faint idea, from my parti- 
^ifCAfc, oflfcrtiKCellence of the Magdalen Cha^ 
and reffible, the more than fa- ^ 

its humane and generous 

', by the goodnefs of a pre- 
appy member of this fociety, 
this houfe, almoft from the 
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day; — the day ever to be bleffed, when the 
angels of mercy, by the hands of the worthy 
governors, firft opened thefe doors to the daugh- 
ters of penitence and diftrefs ! They had not 
been opened a month, before they received me ; 
an objeft certainly of their proper compaflion, 
if diftrefs and anguilh of body and mind have 
any claim to compaflion : and greater diftrefs, 
more affliAive anguifh can fcarce be imagined 
Aan mine : diftrefs 'duly merited, the juft re- 
ward of my crimes; anguifli, though great, by 
no means equal to the extremity of my guilt, 
by no means anfwerable to the aggravated hor- 
ror of my tranfgreffions. 

For I will freely confefs, that I had not been 
a pro/iitute only, but to enhance my offence, a 
proflitute adultrefs ! Oh Sir, while I write, the 
fharp ftings of upbraiding confcience wound me 
to the quick, and the tears of fliame fall from 
my eyes. For adultery — fure it is the blackeft 
crime^ or at leaft fo it appears to me, — an of- 
fence againft God, whofe holy command forbids 
it, — ah offence againft the bleffed Redeemer, 
who confirms that command — an offence againft 
the divine fpirit — againft yourfelf — againft your 
hufband — a double guilt, in which you partake 
of another's fin — how complicated a crime, and 
juftly held fuch (as I am told) in all ages and 
Jlatibns \ — Yet of this have I been guilty : and 
had it not been forJi^e comfortable promifes of 
' £5 xYi^ 
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the ineftimable Gofpel, wbkh offers pardon to, 
the moft heinous fins, on our fincere repen- 
tance,— •promifes applied to the alleviation of 
mj forrowy with fo much zeal and tendernefs, 
by a worthy clergyman,— -I am fure my mind 
would have been utterly loft in defpsdr ! But 
lUDw, through the grace of him, who accepted to 
pardon the denytng Peter^ who difinifled the adul-' 
ilfef$ wife with a gOj and Jin no more\ I, who am 
not lefs. guilty than either, have hopes, that the 
abundance of his goodnefs will be (hewed alio 
unto me a Jhmer I 

But, Sir, for this unfpeakable blei&ng, how 
. am I bound to return thanks for the kind provi- 
fion of this houfej to which I owe, under God, 
my prefervation from immediate and inevitable 
deftru6i:ion. For, furely, the hand of a good 
providence cannot be more vifiblc in any thing, 
than in my refcue. May I never be fo unwife 
as to forget ; may I always think of it, with 
thankfulnefs and joy ! 

My parents left me early to the care of an 
aunt, and to the dif&culties of the world : And 
very young was I introduced to an acquaintance 
with the greateft difficulties, as well as the vileft 
crimes, of this world. For old though I am 
in forrow and in fin, I am but young in years : 
I had but juft feen my feventeenth year, when 
I was admitted into the Magdalen-Houfe ! I v^as 
fcarcely fifteen^ when wo^by the addrefles of a 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring young man with whom I had heen 
acquainted from my childhood, I gave him my 
hand and commenced wife. And as my love for 
him was pafi^onate, fo my condud was i>lame- 
lefs. We lived fifteen months in much con- 
tent ; though we found it hard enough tp get 
bread. We had few relations and fewer ac- 
quaintance : The former pretended total difguft 
at our marriage, and forfook us 5 the latter were 
unable to affift us. My hufband had been 
brought up to the fea ; and finding it imprac- 
ticable to get a livelihood for us, on fhorc, de- 
termined to tiy his fortune, and take another " 
voyage. This you may imagine was painful to 
me : but neceffity required it : and we were to 
part. — To part, never, never more to meet ! 

O thou faithful and dear youth — ^hadft thou lived 
to return ; couldft /A^k have received, or could I 
have brought a polluted adultrefs to thy arms ! 
Good God, the dreadful thought ftabs me to 
the heart ! That thus I fliould reward, thus 
treat an affeftioii tender and honeft as was thine ! 
Yet, oh deareft ihade, yet oh my departed huf- 
band (for I will now call you fuch) yet if fouls 
deceafed know any thing of the affairs of thi$. 
world, it muft be fome fatisfaftion to behold 
this anguifh of my mind, this unfeigned forrovv 
for my execrable offence ; and to fee me in the 
road to thslt pardon and forgivenefs,. which thro* 
E 6 the 
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the Redeemer, will minifter an entrance to me 
into thofe realms, where I (hall fee thee again, 
and fhall never more offend. 

Pardon, Sir, this digreflion : but when the 

heart is full we cannot eafily forbear We 

parted ; and when I bid adieu to the beft of 
youths, I bid adieu to all terreftrial happinefs ! 
He recommended me at his departure, and often 
before, to the particular care and regard of a 
young man, his tmoft intimate and efteemed 
friend. *' For God's fake (faid he, to him, 
the night before he left me) dear Harry ^ be a 
friend to my poor wife : you know that when I 
leave her, I leave all that is valuable to me up- 
on earth. Nothing but extreme neceflity could 
drag me from a woman, in whom I have trea- 
fured up my foul, and whofe virtues deferve 
more aflFecSlion, if poffible, than I feel for her. 
Don't fee her want, lend her all the afliftance 
you are able; I will joyfully repay it, ^ when 
(pleafe God) I return: my dear friend, I com- 
mit all I love to your tendered protedion — be 
a father and a guardian to the wife of my bofom 
— and her and my prayers fhall ever afcend for 
you." — Grief and fhame incite me to conceal 
the reft, grief for the ingratitude of the friend, 
fhame for the perfidy and rnndelity of the detef- 
table wife ! But believe me, Sir, and 1 deliver 
it with the moft folemn truth— -it was want, 

the 
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the importunate cdls of hunger and thirft, which 
prevailed more than any other perfuafive ! you 
and thofe, who have never known the extremity 
of want, the preffing folicitations of hunger, 
are lefs able to judge of their efFefts : but I 
who have felt them, in their utmoft mifery, 
well kno>v, that they are fuperiof to almoft all 
arguments. 

Remorfe and fhame inftantly poflefled my 
mind : but not fufficiently to preferve me from 
a repetition of my crime : I can truly fay, that 
.no wanton pleafur» incited me to it : I was 
plunged into guilt ; I grew heedlefs of myfelf, 
and conftant difquietude blackened every mo- 
ment of ray exiftence, I did nat continue long 
however in this wretched ftate ; for in lefs than 
a month I found myfelf abandoned by the cruel 
and falfe friend of my dear hufband ; and, what 
was worfe, polluted with a difeafe, of which I 
knew neither the name nor the nature ! 

I clearly faw, and confefled that this was but 
the due reward of my crime, and with a de- 
fpairing heart, I acknowledged the juftice of 
God ! In this ftate I courted nothing but death : 
I longed for nothing but diflblution, which I 
had no doubt was approaching with hafty fteps 
towards me ; and Lbeheld it with a horrible 
and affliding hope ! But, alas ! the tyrant loves 
to keep the children of afflidlion long under 
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their load, and to haften to thofe who leaft wifh 
for his approach. I had determined^ however, 
to life no means either for the recovery of health, 
or the prefeiVation of life. I gave mjfelf t^p 
10 deipair. I had no friends to apply to, and I 
was ordered, by die mafter of the houfe, to leave 
the lodgings I had with him. In confequence 
of this terrible notice (which was Irke a thun- 
der-clap to me— -for while I had a place to 
bide my head in, and to weep, it was fome 
comfort to me), I went in the evening into the 
fields adjoining to London^ and there I pailed the 
melancholy night— -the moft melancholy, I be- 
lieve, poor young creature ever paflTed : but the 
prelude to a day the moft joyful, that ever rofe 
upon me, and which, I hope, I ihall remember 
with everlafting gratitude. — For, in the morn- 
ing, as I wandered homewards, fcarce knowing 
where I went, and as little caring ; loft in the 
reflexion on my infurmountable diftreffes ; / 
happened — no, I was guided by fome invifible 
Angel, fome benevolent minifter of that God, who 
fuffereth not a fparrow to perifli unnoticed by 
him, — I was guided down that y?r^^/, which will 
for ever be celebrated for having blefled fo many 
young creatures in the divine Magdalen^Houfe^ 
The particular appearance of the houfe ftruck 
me ; and I ftood ftill to look at it, and to read 
the infcription upon it. When an humane gen- 
% tleman 
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deman came up to me, and%ith much kindnefs 
&id, '* Do you know, child, for whom that 
place is defigned ? " Upon my replying, no : 
" For unhappy young women, faid he ; for 
diofe who have tranfgrefled ^e bounds of virtue^ 
but are forry for it, and defirous to retrieve 
their charaders."— -Upon this I burft into tears ; 
and he defiring me to walk over with him to- 
the houfe, where the ever to be valued Trea-*- 
furer happened to be ; I told them my pitiable 
tale, in the general ; acknowledged myfelf an 
tmhappy projiituu^ who wifhed to be penitent— 
and began to intreat them to have mercy — but 
indee4 there was no need of intreating. I found 
them fo compaffionate and benevolent, that I 
conceived good hopes ; and having received 
their dire&ions, I applied that evening to the 
committee ; was received into the houfe, and 
was faved ! 

Here, Sir, have I been ever fince ; and all I 
wifh is, that I had it in my power to fet forth 
the comforts of the place', the kind treatment 
we meet with, and the care that is taken to 
make us happy both in body and foul ; I have 
experienced it in the higheft degree : in fick- 
nefs, the moft gentle humanity : in health, the 
moft friendly encouragements : our apartments 
agreeable i our provifions excellent: everything 
that can contribute to our peace : more, infi- 
nitely 
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nitely more, than we can deferve even by the 
beft behaviour, do we here receive from the 
never enough to be applauded beneficence of the 
generous promoters of this greateft of charities. 
. Pray, Sir, print this, if it be but to unde- 
ceive fome poor wretched girls, who imagine^ 
the MagdaUn-Houfey i, place of confinement and 
mifery ; and therefore rather continue in their vile 
and deflrudive courfes, than fly to this houfe of 
comfort. Sir, believe me, parental attention 
cannot exceed that of our worthy managers. In 
my fad illnefles, which the diflrefs of my mind 
have brought upon me, I have had full proof— 
and it is but my duty to fpeak : efpecially as I 
owe my prefent being in this life, and all my 
future hopes of falvation to the Magdalen. May 
God of his rich mercy fhower down every blef- 
fing upon all thofe, and all that belong to them, 
who aiTifl in this good undertaking : may it prof- 
per in the prefervation of many miferable young 
creatures, from perdition : and may I never for- • 
get to adore the good Lord of heaven, who put 
it into the hearts of his fervants to provide fuch 
a houfe, and who brought my wandering feet 
into its ever bleffed doors ! 
I am. Sir, 

Your humble fervant, * 
W. 

Another Grateful Magdalen. 
NUM. 
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NUMBER LIV. 



"Tou are a God above us : 



Be as a God then full of faving mercy, 
Mercy y oh mercy y Sir ! for his fake mercy ^ 
Who, nuhenyourfout heart nveepSy Jhall give you pity, 
Beaumont a»^ Fletcher. 

' f^ RE AT conqucfts, and univerfal viftory, 
vJ" may gain to a man the appellation of hero, 
and the eclat of an undiftinguiihing multitude: 
but a£bs of humanity, demonftratlons of cle- 
mency and mildnefs, will ever recommend %o 
the efteeln of the virtuous and difcerning, far 
beyond the moft fplendid fucceiTes of undaunted^ 
courage. Nor doth any thing ferve fo much to 
enhance our veneration for the heroes of war, 
fs the occafions they have taken to fhew them- 
felves metiy and to manifeft that mercy and com- 
panion, which is fo honourable to our nature. 
Indeed, imagination can fcarccly form to itfelf, 
a more defpicable charadler, than that of the 
marij (if fuch a man can be fuppofed to exift) 
who takes pleafure in the dire trade of war, and 
rejoices ^o fpread amidft his fellow-creatures, 
*confufion, defolation, and woe. 

It is melancholy to refleft, that amidft the 
sample provifion, which Providence hath made 

fox 
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for all the human race, there (hould burn 
in the breafts of any fo devouring a flame as 
that of ambition, which ftil| c^dls for a fupply 
to its infatiable fury; and thirfting for more, 
permits not to others the quiet enjoyment^ of 
their own. Hence is the fword of war drawn; 
the inftruments of deftru^ion fent forth ; and 
the peace of multitudes difturbed, to gratify the ^ 
folly of ruinous pride. If confcience ever is \ 
awakened in fuch breafts, how great muft be its i 
terrors ; and how fearful the reprefentation of the 
wide and horrible wafte, which the guilty mind ^ 
inuft have before it, and which it muft, with , 
trembling, confefe io be tl^e confequenca of its , 
own infernal and unlimited pafions ? 

However, if in the pre&nt dtfordered ftate of ; 
things wars are necefiary, and men will not be . 
contented ta live in mutual barmony-and peace) ^ 
4oubtlBfs, i^ greatly behaves thofe, who are con- 1 
€erned in the condud of i^em, to a£l wit^ k 
aH poffible humanity, and to alleviate, as much ^ 
as they may, the many necefiary and unavoid* ', 
able evils of war. Clemency and compaffion in . 
all cafes becomes, and in all cafes will redound ; 
as much to their honour, as the brighteft featt ; 

of heroifm : ^| 

I 

No ceremowfy that to great ones 'longs 
Not the King's crown^ nor the deputed fword^ J 

The marfiats truncheon^ nor the judge* s rf fe, ^ 

Become 
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Become them with one half fo good a grace^ 
jts mercy 4ff^.\ 

Indeed the beft idea we have of th« deity, or 
It leaft the moft pleafing, and the moft endear- 
ing, is taken from diat mercy and compaffion, 
which afFe^ us all fo 44ig^tfUly, i^en difplay- 
cd amongft our fellow-creatures. We conceive 
this blefTed affe^ion to be in its pureft, its con- 
fummate excellence in God^ who the fpriptures 
tell us is iove or benevolence— an unwearied wili 
to do good, and to blefs* And there is nothing 
more obfervable in the New Tefia^eiit» than 
the tender compafftonyyfhU;h, on all occaiions (hew- 
ed itfelf in the Son of God. Now, doubtl^is, 
the nearer we approach iafimiJitude tp ^e deity, 
the nearer we approach to perfe<9;ion. The 
more we excel in mercy, the Qiore godlike wc 
are. — An heathen t could fayy homines a4 Deos 
nulla re propius accedunt^ quam falutem hominitus 
dflndo^ Almpft the imi9»^i^te ({inflation of 
which is given us, by ^h^fpear^ whofe worda 
I quoted before : 

, Wilt thm draw near the nq^e of the gods, f 
Draw near them then in being merciful. 
Sweet mercy is nobility* s tru^. badge. 

And 

* Cicero. See tke beauties of Shakefpear, vol* ii% 
?ag. 2SS. 
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And now that I haveinentioned this writer, 
I camnoC ofiiit another pafiage fratn him on the 
fulijed, which is fo fine, diat it defenres a place 
in every memorv. 



TTic quality of merry is not ftrainM ; ^ 

It droppetfa as the gende rain from heaven h 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleffed ; 1^ 

It blefleth him that gives, and him that takes, i 

*Tis mighdeft in the mightieft; it becomes % 

The throned monarch better than his crown ; s; 

His fceptre fhews the force of temporal power, |i 

The attribute to awe and majefty, ?: 

Wherein doth fit the dread and fear of kings ; !^ 

But mercy^ is above the fcepter'd fway, |: 

It is enthroned in tl|e heart of kings : f 
It is an attribute to God bimfelfy 
And earthly power, doth then fliew likeft gods, 
When mercy feafons juftice. 

And as mercy is thus divine and excellent ; 

fo it is pleafing to remark, the univerfal com- 'J 

placency and delight, which all men fhew, ei- '^ 

ther in the fight or in the relation of ads of j 

mercy. Nothing gives fuch general fatisfaftion t 

in the charafters of great men ; and nothing is | 

fo frequently fpoken of, as thofe afts of cle- I 

mency, by which they have diftinguiflied them- 1 

felves. We admire the vidlorious conqueror, **1 

and behold him with a kind qf terrific appro- ^ 

bation; 
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bation : but the humane and companionate hero, 
we hold to our hearts, and glow with love to 
the man. Alexander never appears to fuch ad- 
vantage as in the tent of Darius: While wc 
there behold him foothing the diftrefTes of the 
widow and the wife, and with the utmoft cle- 
mency and moderation alleviating their forrows, 
we are almoft ready with the captives, to fall 
down at his feet, and embrace the illuftrious 
hero ! A hero^ then indeed ; for what can be 
wanting to finifh his character ? If he had died 
foon after this adlion, what a reputation had he 
eftablilhed, — ^how great, how honourable ! 

Cafar was not lefs celebrated for his huma- 
nity and mildnefs, than for his unparallelled cou- 
rage and conduft. With what clemency di4 
he always receive his fubmiffive enemies ! We 
never obferve any tendency in him to take ven- 
geance: thofe who had moft obftinately and un- 
gratefully oppofed, had but to apply, and the 
mercy of Cafar ever welcomed them with open 
arms. Innumerable inftances might be produ- 
ced : That of Brutus. \s ftriking, whom he re- 
ceived with the higheft marks of friendfhip, 
after he had fought againft him, under the ban- 
ners of Ponipey ; little fufpefting that this ten- ' 
dernefs would not fuffice to melt his heart, nor 
prevent him, from drenching his dagger in his 
amiable benefactor's blood. 

Cyrus 



94 THE VISITOR. N* 54. I 

Cyrus ftands firft of all the heroes in anti- u 
fruity for fuperioritjr in this virtue : his whole \^ 
hiftory is an example of it. But there is a p^ 
liibdern hero, Peter the Gredt of Rujfta^ I mean, '^ 
ih whbitt one would not have expefted, from ,^, 
the barbdrity of his riatioh, Aich delicate touches ^^ 
of this divine temper; yet, Iconfefs, his beha- |^ 
yiour at Narva^ always affeSs me, as one of |^ 
the nobleft inftances of humanity to the van- k 
quifhed. Voltaire tells us, " that as foon as the \^ 
foldiers were maftei's of the town of Narva^ i^ 
they fell to plunder, and gave themfelves up to j>, 
the moft enormous barbarities. The C%ar ran v 
from place to place to put a ftop to this difor- 1- 
der and maflacre. He was jsven obliged to kiU 1- 
vjith his own hands feveral Mufcoviies^ who did n 
ndt hearken to his orders.*' How glorioufly r 
fevere ! How much muft the grateful citizens |= 
of Narva \ how much muft all pofterity admire t 
the fteady attachment of his foul to generous |t 
clemency ! h 

I will readily grant you, that under a difpen- n 
fation like the chriftian, the grand and ruling h 
commandment of which is mutual benevolence^ ^- 
is mercy, is compafTion — ^we may juftly expe£l fc 
higher inftances of thefe virtues, than in a lefs | 
enlightened ftate. And I am pleafed to re- 
ilfiark, that higher inftances may be produced ; 
many, in the coiirfe of this prefent war : 
in which our gallant countrymen have not 
more diftijiguiflied theti^dN^^ ^ their valour^ 
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than by their humanity^ a practice which we 
furely muft wifh to prevail, as it is the moft 
probable method to fecure his protection, who 
commands us to be merciful even as he is merciful^ 
and who is able to crown their endeavours with 
iuccefs, who court his aid ; — for he is omnipo- 
tent.— Under fuch Commanders what may wc 
not expeft ? Under commanders, whofe letters 
fpeak in fuch aiFedting and noble terms as thefe ; 
" I found the inhabitants of the parijh of Sorrel 

I had deferted their habitations and were in arms : I 
was therefore under the cruel Necessity of 
burning the greatejl fart of thefe poor people's houfes. 
tl PRAY God, this example may fuffite: For my 
NATURE REVOLTS, when this becomes a necejfary 
part of my duty.''* * 

Who thsit reads this can doubt of the virtue 
and excellence of the heart that dilated ? Evety 
Briton hath heard of the courage of the hind 
that wrote it j — and muft road with a generous 
concern, that the effects of lajl winter hd^e lamed 
this amiable man^ fo that it is with difficulty^ he can 
write at prefent — lamed him in the caufe of his 
country, and to fecure to his countrymen the 
\ B moft valuable acquifitions !-^A perfeft ftranger 
as is the writer of thefe lines to the worthy 
perfonage referred to, he begs leave only to ob- 
. ■ ferve, that as this part of his letter occafioned the 
■ thoughts foregoing, fo he hopes his readers will 
J apply 

wL * See Gen, Murray*s letter to Mr. Pitt, oti iVve U\l\xv^ 
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apply them : apply them to him who fo juftly 
merits the univerfal cfteem of his fellow fub- 
jeSts :— An efteem, which certainly we can 
never with-hold from all thok illu/lrious command 
dersy who forfake the bed of eafe and fatisfac- 
tion, for the fatigues and hardfhips of -a diffi- 
cult war J from all thofe bonefi countrymen of ours^ 
who endure the feverities of long and dangerous 
campaigns, to fecure to us at home the happy 
poffcffion of bleffings, fuperior to what any 
Other nation hath to boaft. 



NUMBER LV. 

Of jifljis next'^1 ixjou^d enquire : 
From ihefmallfry that gUde on Jordan^ sjiream^ 
Unmark*di a multitude <vQithout a name : 
To that Leviathan ijuho o'er the feasy 
Immenfe rolls onward his impetuous <wi^s : 
And mocks the 'wind, and in the tempeft plays, 

Frior. 
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THE Animal and vegetable produftions of 
the Ocean, are not Icfs marvellous in 
themfelves, nor lefs declarative of the wifdom 
and goodnefs of the great DefigfTer, than the 
particulars which we have already confidered: 
of this we {hall be abundantly convinced, if wc 
contemplate the frame^ the variety^ the utility of 

the 
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the former, — Some of them are wrapped up in 
fcalesy which are at the fame time light enough 
to buoy them up in the water, and foUd enough, 
to prevent external evils : fcales which adhere 
cJofely to their bodies, and are always laid in a 
kind of natural oil ; while their fins ferve in- 
ftead of wings to bear them with an amazing 
rapidity through the liquid element. Indeed 
dieir whole ftru£lure is curious, and would well 
repay a more accurate inveftigation than can be. 
ufed in a paper of this kind. But I muft not 
omit to mention, as a peculiar provifion of Pro- 
vidence, that curious inftrument the air-bladder ^ 
ivherewith they are furniflied ; by contra£ting 
or dilating which, they increafe or diminifh • 
their fpecific gravity, and either fink or rife in 
the waters, as they pleafe.^ — A firmer covering 
than fi:al€S is provided for others : they are fe- 
ctired in Jhells^ exquifite in their; workmanftiip, 
amazingly elegant in their fymmetry, a,nd fupe- 
rior to the fineft enamel in their poUfh : ihells 
'vehich ferve as a kind of impregnable bulwark, 
and are a natural defence to them^ againft thq 
depredations of their ravenous foes. 

But while we admire the workmanfliip in 
the fcaly or fl)elly generation : the variety^ fo ob- 
vious to our view, muft immediately occur to 
us ; though it no fooner occurs, than we are 
loft in the aftonifliing fpeculation. Could we 

Vol. II. F read 
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read over the diftinfl: catalogue of the different 
kinds, from the huge Leviathan^ monarch of the 
deep, to the minute and almoft indilcernible in- 
habitant of the waters^ to the Smelt^ or the Mirt" 
now : tve fhould perceive, that neither the ani- 
mal, nor the feathered creation could boaft ei- 
ther a more numerous, or a more diverfified 
rdce. The peculiarity of fhapes obfervable in 
fome, the wonderful qualities difcovered in 
others, ftill enhance our furprize at the inex- 
hauftible wifdom of the Creator. The Sw^rd^ 
Jf/h, and the Pofypus ; the Torpedo, the Cuttle-fifl)^ 
and the Nautilus, are inftances amongft a thou- 
fand : and ferve to prove to us, that the Deity 
rs confined to no one mode of adion j but that 
he is no lefs diverfified in the manner, than in 
the' matter of his produdions.— For th^variety 
ih the Jhelly tribe, wc refqr our inquifitive rea- 
ders to the cabinets of the curious, and to the 
grottos of the pol ite«*— fo much the tafte of our 
prefent times, and properly the tafte, if the fur- 
tnsy of fuch beautiful and variegated prod uni- 
ons, tend to elevate the mind, and to lift the 
foul in grateful adoration to that God of won- 
der and wifdom, who formed all thefe things, 
and gave them to man, ^s a glafs wherein he 
might fee lively traces of his almighty Creator \ 
How amiable will it be, if while the fair 
hands of our Britifh ladies difpofe their va- 
4 rious 
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nous and pdiihed ihells, wkh all the ele-» 
gance of fancy; they remember at the fame 
time, whofe unparallelled wifdom produced 
thefe beauties of nature ; and admonifhed here- 
by of his excellence, refolve to be moft #*- 
alknt themfelves, by paying him unremitted ho- 
nour. 

But tiie Deity (though never neglc6H"ul of 
beauty and harmony in his works) is not ufed 
to confult variety and elegance alone : Utility is 
the great end of his creation : and where is it 
more difcernible than in that part, which we at 
prefent contemplate ? The inhabitants of the 
deep not only fupply the tables of the rich and 
wealthy with a continual repaft 5 but afford the 
poore^ children of the earth a happy provi- 
fion, which in many cafes they attain, with 
the utmoft eafe, and which in all cafes they at- 
tain at the fmalleft expence. And not only 
foodj but other advantages are derived from the 
watery race: the fVhale is a fufficient proof:' 
induftry and commerce can alfo bring inftances 
from fijhesy of a fize contemptible, though not 
in advantage inferior even to the TVhale ! 

There is one particular more refpefting the 
natives of »the deep, which deferves to be men- 
tioned, and that is their amazing increafe. As 
they live upon each other, prodigious devafta- 
tions enfue ; and therefore the Creator hath or- 
F 2 - ^^Y«.^^ 
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daincd, that their reparation fhould be as prodi- 
gious. They bring forth by thoufands and mil- 
lions ! Mr. Petit found 342,144 eggs in the hard 
roe of a carp, fixteen inches long : and Mr* 
Lewenboeck counted in a cod of an ordinary iize 
9,3^4)000 eggs ! how wonderful a fecundity ! 
and how well adapted to the exigencies of the 
watery world, where fo great depredations are 
made continually, not only by the inhabitants 
one upon another, but alfo by man^ who fpreads 
univerfal havock through creation, to fupply 
his neceffities ! ■..■,'.. 

With refpeft to the vegetable produdions of 
the deep, the ftony coral, the pellucid amber, the 
fibrous fea-wieed, &c. we fhall only obferve, 
that the manner of their growth is peculiar: 
they (hoot not, as other vegetables, their fibres 
uito the foil, and thence drink their fupport : but, 
fed by the circumambient waters, they adhere 
even to the moft folid rocks, and are tacked, as 
it were, to the hardeft flints, only to be fecur- 
ed from the random agitation of the waves. 
Such is the diverfity of the divine works ! a di- 
verfity, obfervable in his dealings with men, 
\vho, endued with different talents, appear in dif- 
ferent ftatioHs, and are called to different em- 
ploys, each concurring, with confummate har- 
mony, to the proper conduit and perfedion of 
the great Creator's plan! — We may alfo juft 
obferve, that to the produSfions of the ocean, as 

well 
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well as to the waters of it, health oweth many 
. obligations : for many things ufeful aiKi effica- 
cious in medicine are derived from thence. 

But while I ftand on the (Uore, and behoW 
the waters on one hand thundering with impe- 
tuous violence againft the vaft clifts, which rear 
their mighty heads, as it were in contempt, 
over the infolent waves : and on the other hand, 
behold the foaming billows die away, not 
daring to advance on the level fand ; I am in 
doubt which moft to admire, the greatnefs of 
the former, or the weaknefs of the latter, by 
which this reftlefs element is controuled ! It 
would rfeem mpft confonant to our ideas, that 
impregnable cliiFs and precipices ihould be the 
boundary of the vaft deep : but cliflFs and preci- 
pices feem, in many cafes, rather a providential 
defence of the fhore, than limits appointed to 
the waves : the fand is the barrier affixed by 
oninipotence. — The fand^ impotent and weak, 
yet, through God's ordination, rendered more for- 
cible than a wall of brafs ! and thus he conftant-^ 
]y difplays his power : making things in appear- 
ance moft impotent, produ<9:ive of the greateft 
cff^efts ! Fear ye not me^ faith the Lord^ xvill ye 
not tremble at my prefence^ who have placed the 
fand for the bound of the fea, by a perpetual decree^ 
thai it cannot pafs it : and though the waves thereof 
tofs themfelvei^ yet can they not prevail : though they 
roar^ yet can they not pafs truer it /—So let the . 

F 3 >N'ANt% 
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waves of wickedncfs and infidelity roar againft 
that churchy which was founded in weakhefs, 
by the crucifixion of a defpifed Galilean^ yet fhajl 
they not prevail : God's ftrength is made perfefl: 
in weaknefs. 

The Scriptures prefent the fea to us, in its 
troubled ftate, as an emblem of the wicked man: 
The xvicked are like the troubled fea^ when it cannot 
refti whofe waters eafi up nure^and dirt. And a 
ftronger emblem cannot well be imagined : for 
the foul deeds of iniquity are noxious as the of« 
fenfive weeds and filth of the fea, and the con- 
fcience, continually in terrors, knows notbix^ 
of that placid calm and fmiling repofe, which 
lodges in the good man's bre^. Let the paflio- 
nate and iniquituous contemplate the ocean, in 
this view ; and intreat him, who commanded the 
winds and the waves into peace, to hufh their 
tempeftuous diforders, and to introduce the fwe^t 
calm of virtue into their fouls. 

Many moralifts have compared life to the 
ocean : which how fmooth foever it may feem to 
invite us to its furfacej the calm is deceitful, and 
will not long continue ; ftorms andtempefts vnW 
arife and tofs the troubled veflel. While we fail 
through life, we muft not expefl: a perpetual fe- 
renity: Difficulties, trials and afflidions await 
all mankind ; and happy they, who can fleer 
their veflel fafe amidft them into the harbour of 
everlafting reft ! 

Thither 
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Thither are we tending ; thither time is bear- 
ing us along, however we may not perceive the 
fteady motion: and like the river defcending 
adown its channel, with a conftant and unwea- 
ried pace, to difcharge its waters into the ©cean, 
fo arc we haftening to the great ocean of eter- 
nity, which muft receive all the ftreams of this 
life, and in the end, fwallow up even time it- 
felf ! Through whatever windings and intrica- 
cies they pafs, the rivers ftill keep on an unva- 
ried courfe, andl travel with regular uniformity 
to the deftined end. But alas, how different is 
the human condu£l ! AfTured though we are, 
that the important day is approaching, we for^ 
get to prepare, nay, we live in praftices which 
are immediately oppoiite to preparation. We 
turn our ftreams backward, as it were, and 
ftrive all we can not only to forget eternity, but 
to forget it, by fuch methods, as will render it 
horrible, when we are compelled to launch into 
it. Wife men will purfue a different method ; 
and remembering, that no human arts or efforts 
can fave from death ; like the ftream, gliding 
uniformly to the ocean, they will in all their 
a<S^ions maintain a conftant refpedl to their end, 
and move on with time, in the unwearied prac- 
tice of all thofe duties, which, through their 
Redeemer, wilj infallibly render eternity bleffed, 

F 4 NUM. 
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NUMBER LVI. 

!^i non vetat peccare^ cum fojjttf juhet, 

Sbneca. 



Ti the Visitor. 



S I R, 



TH E bufinefe of a periodical writer, is not 
only to amufe but to inftru£l. Not only 
,to inftrudl, but to benefit. Not only '* to catth 
the manners living as they rife," to decyphcr 
the reigning chara£iers, and deyelope the reign- 
ing follies of his times 5 but alfo to offer fuch 
hints, and propofe fuch fchemes, as may be ufe- 
ful to the public, and tend to the advantage of 
the community. As you profefs yourfelf not 
only a man of Candour, but a Philantbroptji ; I 
am fatisfied you will be watchful of what may 
concern the public good, fo far as it is connec- 
ted with your province ; and therefore will not 
refufe admittance to the remarks which I take 
the liberty to fend you. 

I am pleafed. Sir, to obferve, that in our 
days, fuch a fpirit for improvement prevails, 
that we rife fuperior to the prejudices of former 
times, and can without remorfe, knock down 
oui* old incommodious gates, and widen our 

many 
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many inconvenient pafTages. This fpirit, I hope, 
will carry us much farther, than merely exter- 
nal accommodations. It feems already to be 
operating ; and it muft be a fatisfaftion to every 
inhabitant of this opulent city, to find that fome 
methods are taking to deliver us from thofc 
ttuifances in our ftreets, which are a fcandal to 
our police and religion. 

The word Police immediately reminds me of a 
magiftrate, who, if he were indeed zealous for 
the reformation of Evil, would by all means 
ftrike at this ^^arov '^€v/o<, this deteftable pol* 
lution, which opens the flood gates to every evil. 
I will frankly acknowledge, that I have a good 
opinion of this perfon, and would not willing- 
ly change it : As I have alfo of another, who, 
though his rival in magiftracy, is not lefs intc- 
refted, I perfuade myfelf, in the public good. 
But i muft own, it ftrangely alarms and fliocks 
me to think, that harlotry and impudence fhould 
abound moft under thefe gentlemen's nofes, and 
that houfes fhould be licenfed fo near them, 
which are defiled continually with the moft in- 
fernal iniquity. Impudence no longer courts the 
fhade. Let any man walk up a certain ftreec 
leading from the Strand, and he will fee num- 
bers of unhappy proftitutes, in the Jbroad day- 
light, plying their mifcrable trade ! Cannot this 
be prevented ? — If not, where is decency ? If it 
can> where are our magiftrates ? They are not 
ignorant of thefe things. 

F 5 ^^ 
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We hear with horror of the increafe of mur- 
ders ; but we (hall hear of more with the in- 
creafe of proftitutes : and proftitutes will in- 
creafe,. if they are not difcouraged. — ^Watch- 
ful, as they efteem themfelves for the intereft of 
the ftate, fome I know will cry out, ** What 
then, would you allow no proftitutes,— or would 
you have licenfed ftews ; in the former cafe, 
greater evils probably will enfue ; the latter is 
inconfiftent with Chriftianity !'* Oh wondrous 
zeal for Chriftianity ! You can talk of the in- 
confiftency of ftews with that holy religion, when 
you know, that our very refped^able gravity ad- 
mits of bagnio's and bawdy-houfes innumera- 
ble ; and of houfes profeffedly fuch : — let us hear 
then no more of your religious fcrupulofity. As 
to the total removal of harlots^ that is neither 
poflible to be effected, nor is it at all intended. 
We only wifh that they might not be fufFered to 
triumph in the eye of the fun, and to moleft 
the capital ftreets of our metropolis, to the de- 
ftrud^ion of many, and the nuifance of all. 

While I write, a mournful inftance of their 
pernicious malignity is before me. An inftance 
which I fear might eafUy be parallelled. The 
wife of my neighbour * ♦ ♦, lies in all the di- 
ftrefs of that difeafe, which was communicated 
to her by her hufband, by means of an acci- 
dental commerce with one of thefe daughters 
of poifon. He is a man of as much fobriety, 

worth. 
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worth, and integrity, as moft men j but one 
night fpending his^ evening not far from Temple- 
Bar, he was overcome with wine ; and in his way 
home picked up by one of thefe women, whom, 
when igorant, alas ! of right or wrong ^- he 
unhappily attended. The confequence was 
terrible, more terrible, as his wife fhared in it ; 
jDore terrible ftill, as he concealed, and fhe did 
not know the caufe of her complaint, which 
iiegle£led, and ftriking in with other diforders, 
hath ruined her^ znd made him the moft wretch* 
cd of human beings ! If there were only one 
fuch cafe as this, furely it well deftryes the atr 
tention of the community, to route thefe womeij 
from their public haunts, and to confine them 
to the out-lets of tte city : But how many fuch 
inftances might daily be produced? and how 
many parents unite with me in the requeft to all 
concerned, that they would ufe their beft efforts, 
and fecure their fons from that deftruftion, which 
threatens them fo much at prefent, and in which 
fo many young people have been over-whdmed, 
to the inexpreiTible anguifli of their broken- 
hearted parents* 

It is certain thefe common ftreet-walkers me- 
rit no compaflion, as the benevolence of our 
times hath provided a refource for them, from 
this miferable way of life. Before the inftitu- 
tion of the Magdalen Houfe^ we ufed to fay, and 
jthey ufed to tell us, — " Alas ! where can we 
F 6 &o — 
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go-— how can we get free from this way of life?" 
—Now they have the impudence to cry — *' Oh, 
X there is the Magdalen for then by and bye, and 
it is time enough to repent." Which plainly 
proves, they are vile upon principle ; and there- 
fore deferving more contempt than the beaft 
that perifties. The Magdalen certainly is not 
meant for fuch as thefe : and that excellent cha- 
rity can never be ferviceable to wretches, who 
take a delight in the fouleft vices, in the filth 
of proftitution, in drunkenefs, blafphemy and 
obfcenity. — And can men take delight in fuch 
women ! Ye fons of lewdnefs, know your own 
advantage better, and leave fuch unworthy ob- 
jefts, while you court the inexpreffibly fuperior 
pleafure of virtuous affection 1 

As this, Sir, feemed a proper time to throw 
in thefe hints, I was willing not to let it flip : 
men feem to be thinking of thefe things, and 
therefore every obfervation may be of fervice : 
I earneftly wifli, that to the honour of our 
prefent times, we may add this alfo : and that 
we may be as zealous to promote the dominion 
of vii tue, and good manners at home, as our brave 
countrymen are to promote our glory abroad. 

And now that I am upon the fubjeS, fufTcr 
me juft to add, that in clearing the ftreets of 
proftitutes, we fliould alfo endeavour to clear 
them of that fhamelefs tribe called ballad-fingers^ 
who are a kind of pandar to thieves, and who 
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go about to fummon attentive gaping circles j 
that thefe gentlemen may ferve their own pur- 
pofes. — Common beggars too ought by no means 
to be fufFered : they have all parijh provijions. I 
know the objedltons made to thefe, and I may 
poffibly fend you fome hints on parijh work- 
houfes, officers, &c. if you infert this. One 
way to deliver us from the pain and importunity 
of beggars, would be an univerfal refolution not 
to give them any thing. If we imagine we arc 
doing good, and are charitable in giving to 
them, we grievoufly err. We are not doing 
good but evil, fupporting idlenefs and vice, and 
this cannot be charity. 

Sir, I have long had the honour to be a mer- 
chant of this refpcilable cityj and as I have 
feen with pleafure many excellent fch ernes for 
public benevolence planned and perfefted j fo I 
have no doubt but there is fo much zeal in my 
countrymen, as to animate them to the execu- 
tion of thefe ufeful improvements alfo, 

I am with much efteem. 

Yours, &c. 
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Only add 



Dads to thy kntnv ledge anfwerabie ; add fitith^ 
Add *virtuet patience^ temperance^ add love 
By name to come, called charity, the Soul 
Of all the reft ; then wilt thou not he loath 
To lea^e this paradife, hut /halt pojfefs 
A paradifet ^within thee, happier far. 



Milton, 



To iht Visitor. 



S I R, 

IN my former letters, wherein I have pro- 
^ofed to delineate, in feme meafure, the 
excellence of the chriftian religion, it hath been 
obferved, " that the perfeftion of its laws \ the 
perfiiafivenefs of its motives to obedience ; and 
the very awful nature of its fandlions," are high 
recommendations of it, and ftrong proofs of its 
excellence. 

If you compare the morality of the chriftian 
fyftem, with that of the wifeft and beft of the 
heathen philofophers, with that of Socrates or 
Cicero^ who indifputably claim the pre-eminence 
in the fchool of antient philofophy, you will 
not hcfitate a moment, where to afcribe the fu- 
periority. Indeed there neither is, nor can be 

properly 
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properly any comparifoji. Since the perfeSion 
of moral laws depends, not only upon a right 
knowledge of ourfelves, but alfo of God ; and 
as the heathens had the moft improper and in- 
adequate idea of the Deity, it was impoflible that 
their laws refpeiling piety towards him, could 
have any degree of perfeftioh. The chriftian 
revelation which hath given us a juft notion of 
the omnipotent Ruler of the world, hath alfo 
given us juft notions of that duty, which we 
owe to Him — of that love^ fear^ reverence^ wor- 
Jbip^ humility^ dependence^ and reftgnation^ and all 
thofe other offices of piety, which are at once 
fo reafonable in their own nature, and fo con- 
ducive to the perfedion of ours. 

And as to that morality, which concerns ei- 
ther ourfelves or the public^ which tends to the 
peace of individuals, or the happinefs of fo- 
ciety ; it is not eafy to conceive any fcheme 
wrought up to a greater degree of excellence \ 
or more beautifully calculated to promote the 
great ends deligned. Unlike, very unlike the 
heathen moralifts, the great chriftian Lawgiver 
lays the foundation of our private happinefs and 
duty, in a temper and difpofition, to |irhich the 
wifeft of antient times were fo much ftrangers, 
that they had not even a word in their language 
to ej^prefs it *. Humility is the virtue I mean ; 
that poverty of fpirit^ upon which the firft blef- 

fing 

* See Jortin's Difc. 7th ad fin. 
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(ing is pronounced, in our Saviour's fermon on 
the Mount, which fingly may well be efteemed 
fupcrior to all the ethics of antiquity. 

We may here again obferve, that as the heathens 
were no lefs ignorant of the true nature of man, 
than, of God ; of his originally perfecSt and now 
fallen ftate ; it was no lefs impofTible, that their 
morality (hould be right, with refpedl to him, than 
with refped to God.. For as the duties we owe 
to God, are certainly founded upon the nature 
of God i ,fo the duties we owe to ourfelves, 
and our obligations to virtue, certainly de- 
pend upon the right knowledge of our own 
nature, circumftances and relations. Hence a 
knowledge of ourfelves is and hath been gene- 
rally efteemed the firft ftep in the path of virtue. 
On which account that ancient faying. Know 
ihyfelf^ though fo little underftood, was fo gene- ' 
rally prized, and efteemed fo full of wifdom, 
that nothing lefs jthan a God was imagined ca- 
pable of delivering it. " We very juflly fnppofe 
that faying^ Know thyfelf^ fays Cicero, to have been 
delivered to us from the gods themfehes. 

But if the heathen morality was deficient Jn 
this firft branch of the chriftian, and never dreamt 
of fo elevated a perfe£lion, as that which is but 
the firft ftep in the fchool of Chrift 5 what fhall 
we fay, of their total ignorance of that internal 
purity^ whichr the laws of Chrift foexSuftly enjoin! 
For not the outward ad'only, but the inward in- 
tention 
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'tcntion is direfted and regulated by his holy pre- 
cepts, who fees, who knows, and who eftimates 
men by the thoughts of their hearts. This is 
going to the root of the matter, and eftablifhirtg 
virtue and holinefe upon the moft folid bafis. It 
is not enough for the chriftian to abftain from 
external violence, impurity and intemperance : 
the vices muft be eradicated ; the very inclina- 
tions mortified 5 and the contrary virtues culti- 
vated in their utmoft extent. Thus a method 
is divinely propofed to heal all the evils of 
•difordered, and to introduce all the bleffings and 
harmony of regulated affedions. For as all vice 
is productive of mifery, affii£kive to the confci- 
cnce, painful in the recoUeSion, and deftru£live 
of the nobler faculties of the foul , foan uniform 
and inward attachment to virtue, a love of her 
ways, and a fteady t)erfeverance in them, dif- 
fufes the fofteft calm of ferenity, fupplies. the 
fweetnefs of perfed content, and gives the moft 
fatisfa£lory foretafie of celefiial and confummate 
felicity. — 

We obferve, that no other fyftem but the 
chriftian was adequate to the produftioft of 
this heart- felt felicity. The heathens indeed, 
with much propriety, have talked of the beauty 
of virtue, and the deformity of vice. But as 
they never knew the fublime precepts of humi- 
lity, of forgivenefs, of univerfal love; it was 
impoilible, that the foul could enjoy unruffled 
felicity, fuice whatever of pridcy oin^lice^ or of 



114 THE VISITOR. N^sj. '^ 

ewoy^ remains unftibdued in the heart, (q piuch 1 
of mifery and unhappinefs unavoidabjy muft re- ^ 
main. Chriftianity therefore^ whofe firft pre- J* 
cepts teach the conqueft of thefe, is not only "" 
fuperlatively excellent in itfclf, but above all r 
things worthy the acceptation of every wife and 
rational man. 

But if the morality of Chrift is calculated to 
produce the trueft piety^ towards God, and the "* 
moft perfeft private felicity, fo is it equally cal- r 
culated to promote the peace of fociety, and to i* 
advance the public tranquillity and htpptaeft. I 
That one fingle rule invariably purfued, (if the I 
evil pafBons of men would fufier them invari- 
ably to purfue it) IVbatfoever ye %waAd th^ fmn 
Jhould do unto you^ da ye a^o unto them ; could n^t 
£ail to render fociety delightful. Why it is A^t 
invariably purfued, may too eafily be account^ 
for. But this is no obje<3ion to the r^te itfelf ; 
and we are only fpeaking now, of the nature and 
tendency of the Chrtftifin lawu 1 muft confefs, 
however, that I never think upon this fubjed^ 
without a pleafing admiration of the divine wif- 
dom, which hath fo amiably and fo excellently 
comprifed pur duty to each other, in that one ' 
word --^ Thou Jhalt love thy neighbour as thy f elf I 
How plain to every comprehenfion ; yet fo per- 
fect, that all the united wifdom of man can 
contrive nothing more complete \ How lovely 
alfo, to win us to our duty by the moft endear- 
ing 
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j^ afFe£Uon, and to derive our obligatious to 
l&utual good will, from the mutual relation we 
bear to each other. How vain, how ufeleft, 
would be the long labours of cafuifts, and all 
pic precilion of moral theorifts j if men would 
|)ear this divine precept, engraved as it were on 
their honeft hearts j and unite in a brotherly 
concern, and fympathetic tendernefs . for each 
other's welfare ! Tbou Jhah hve thy neighbour as thy- 
[elf — canft thou then injure, revile, defraud, 
opprefs and ruin him, — canft thou work any ill 
to bim ? — nay, canft thou with-hold thy hand 
ftom doing him all the good in thy power ; — ^wiJt 
^ou not readily aflift, comfort, ferve, fupport, 
and render him all the fervices thou art able ? 
Certainly, if you are a Chriftian indeed j if you 
believe the word of Chrift, if you expe£l a fu- 
ture reward \ if you have any dependence upon 
him, whofe love to you conftrained him to die for 
you : certainly if you have any reverence fgr 
the word of God, or any love for yourfelf, you 
will hot only remember, but conftantly conduft 
yourfelf by that complete precept— of univerfal 
hve. 

An attention to this iingle precept, and a fe- 
rious confideration of its extenfive utility, will 
fufHce abundantly to (hew the fuperlative excel- 
lence of the morality of Chrift, above that of 
all other teachers 5 and confequently will fug- 

^ gcft 



1 



by h 
of 



ii6 'THE VISITOR. N^' 57 

geft to us a very ftrong ahd convincing argi 
ment in proof of his Mcflialhfcipi But this by 
the way. .-— I 'fhould now proceed to ipeak 
the perfuaiive mothves and awful fanSitons^ which 
invite and perfuade us to a conformity with 
thefe facred laws. But for this, I muft intreat 
the favburable allowance of a future admiffion 
into your pa^er. 

'Suffer me at plrefent, only briefly to remark, 
• that thofe men, who prefume to difcountenance 
the morality of Chfift, and who take upon them 
to oppofe and revil6 his facred precepts, even 
under a notion of doing greater honour to his 
free grace as thfe'y call it, certainly deferve the 
fevereft rejproofs, arid merit the univerfal difap- 
probation of mankind. There is nothing plain- 
er, than that the abfolute neceffity of moral 
duties is inculcated, throughout the writings of 
Chrift and his apoftles ; and woe be to them, 
who endeavour to loofen the folemn obligati- 
ons 5 who, under ftrange ideas of righteoufnefs ex- 
ternally impiited, would infer the non-importance 
' of an internal righteoufnefs, wrought in the 
heart, and difplayed in the life j who under 
wild notions o^ legal dependencies would ex- 
plode the pure and holy love of the Chriftian 
gofpel ; who would introduce all the impurity 
and defilement of heathenifm, under the hypo- 
critical pretence of fuperior fanftity 5 and all the 
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filth of accurfed Antinomianifm^ under the cloak 
of zeal for the grace of Chrift ! 

But while we juftly abhor fuch abominable 
maxims and deftrudlive doftrines, let us take care, 
that we do not condemn ourfelves \ and vainly 
boaft of the excellence and fuperiority of the chrif- 
ftian inorality, while we ourfelves are yet not fo 
exemplary, as good heathens. It is indeed un- 
pleafmg to remark, how very many Chriftiaiis 
fall (hort .of the morality of the heathens, in 
Umpjerance^ juflice^ chajlity^ piety ^ meeknefs^ bene- 
volence! What avails it to you, who profefs your- 
felf a Chriftian, that no laws are fo />«r^, tle^ 
vatedy extenfiue^ divine^ as the laws of Chrift, 
'while you never think of directing your con* 
i\xSt by them ! Oh ridiculous and fhocking j 
you boaft of the chriftian morality, and are 
yourfelf immoral. In the name of ibber re- 
flexion, aflc yourfelf, I befeech you, " Where- 
for-edid Chrift deliver thefe laws?" And "What 
fhall I be able to anfwer the great Judge, when 
he remind^s me, that he plainly faid to me, in 
the gofpel — Thefe words are to judge you at the 
kft dayr « 

I am, Sir, 

Your*s, &c. 

M. 

NUM. 
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KngSf wha are fatkeHs, /wr tut in their people, 

Dryden. 

^b Kings t like flare, nvitb influence tmeonfin^d. 
Shine tmth propitieus aJpeS on mankind: 
Fa*vottr the innocent ^ repre/s the ho/d; 
jSnd while they flouri/h, make an age of gold ! 

Waller. 

WHEN the inimitable author of thai 
fine allegoric poem of TetemachuSj intro- > 
duces his young hero to the future place of re- 
wards and punifhments, he takes efpecjal care to 
mark out to him the miferable fete of had^ and 
the fuperlative felicity of good Kings j of Kings, 
Renowned for their wififom, juftice, and benefi- 
cence ; whom he placed in honour and blifs, 
far above the heroes renowned for their valour 
and military atchievments. '' Thofe who have 
reigned with jufticcj and have had a tender love 
for their people (fays he *) were the favourites , 
of the gods. While Jchilles and Agamemnon^ full 
of their quarrels and battles, do ftill even here 
retain their turbid difpofitions, and difcontent* 
ed pride. —y«/? Kings^ purified by the divine 
light which feeds them, have nothing more to 
defire to complete their happinefs : with eyes of 

com- 
* See the AdTentures of Telemachus, B. t^. 
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. conipaflion they behold the reffleiTnefs of mor- 
tals ; and the great defigns, which diftraft the 
thoughts of ambitious men, Appear to them,, like 
I the fports of children ; their hearts are reple- 
niflied with truth aiid virtue, which they draw 
at the fountain-head ; they have nothing more 
I to fufter either from themfelves or from others ; 
: no more uneafy appetites, no more neceffities, 
no more fears ! every thing is at an end with 
them, except their joy^ which is endlefs ! 

Yes, ♦ gracious Monarch ; yes, thou Father of 
Ay people ; yes, univerfally-beloved Sovereign ; 
die tender tears of thy fubjefts, thy children^ the 
anafl^(ded concern, which throbs at every heart, 
ind melts in every eye, patheticjdly exprefs their 
venerable cfteem, their filial love of thee j their 
filent and dejefted grief, more fpeakingly than 
all the- powers of eloquence, proclaim thy title 
to that blifsful region, where good Kings reft 
in undifturbed pkafure ; where cares, and fears, 
and anxieties ceafe; where honours fade not^ 
and where joy is endlefs ! 

Oh how pleafing to yield our breath, and pay 
the laft fad necefTary debt, lamented by the voice 
of general love ; bewailed by the tear of uni- 
verikl afFeftion ; embalmed in the precious me- 
mory of reverential, grateful cfteem ! How plea- 
fing to die, as it were, in the arms of regretful 

weeping 

• This paper w«s written the mwrnng after the lat/s 
King's death. 
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weeping anxiety ; to leave a longing defire of us 
behind, and to ceafe to exift, ere we ceafe to be 
valuable and neceflVy ! — This was the happy 
lot of our departed Sovereign ; on whom the fa- 
vour of heaven feems to have {hed its choiceft 
bleflings. Formed by nature for royalty, he 
early fhewed thofe great and fhining qualities, 
which adotn the princely diadem. Undaunted 
courage diftinguifhed him in the field ; firmnefs 
and fortitude, tempered with mild clemency, 
and melting compaflion, befpoke him worthy to 
fuftain the difficulties of empire. It is true, the 
glaring afts of conqueft, and the founding eclat 
of military prowefs fill the trumpet of famq 
with the loudeft breath : but the ftill and noble 
virtues, which cultivate and blefs a people, as 
they merit the higheft honour, fo do they add 
the trueft dignity to the man. George the lid, 
had enough of the fire of heroifm to have won 
him immortal renown in the tented field, had 
he been luftful of fuch glory : but he was happy 
enough to move in another, and a better fpherej 
and to fliine, like a good ftar, with a benign in-^ 
fluence, on mankind. He was a friend of li- 
berty J and though born a King, he was not 
only anxious to fecure that firft of bleflings to 
his own fubjefts, but he may be juftly ftiled the 
general affertor of human liberty; and it may 
be faid of him With the ftrifleft truth, that he 
never drew the fword in ony other caufe. No 
other- caufe could have prevailed with a Prince 

of 
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of his generous nature to draw the deftruftivc 
fwofd; For can we imagine, that HE, who • 
fcarce ever figned the neceffary inftrument- of 
cdndenfined tiiakfaSofs exe<kition, without tears ' 
and the moft uneafy retudante ; can we ima- 
gine, that HEi who could fhed the pitying 
dropis over his brave yoiing Genetal^s grave 5 — 
thar HE could cbmmiflion the inftruments of 
ruin, without concern ; or fend forth the mini- ^ 
fters of deveft^ion, without the moft preiffinfg 
neceffity ? 

The fpfendid virtues of heroifm-may render 
us eminent in the tongues of men ; the endear- 
ing virtues of humanity can alone render us be- • 
loved by our neareft friends anfd domeftics. Aflc • 
them, and they wiH tell you, if their brimful ' 
hearts will allow them * utterance, that their gra- 
cious majier W2is not mor6 great, than good^ 
that every focial excellency adorned- the tftan ; * 
that they have loft the friend, the father, th^ ' 
benefaftor ! Uhiform and' regular in his a6^i- 
ons 5 fteady'in his attachments j'gratve, <5alm, 
and fnaghanimous in his difpofitibni and admir- ' 
able for his moderation and ftridt temperance. 

The fun rardy found him afleep on his pil- 
Idtir 5 but with its rifmg rays faluted the illuftri- 
ous King^ htniihg the fuppliant knee before the 
thirone of the King of Kings ! And it deferves ' 
remarking, that at ihis hour^ when he had juft 
performed his morniilg-dutv, and fitted himfelf. 

Vol. II. G ^^ 
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aa it were^ for heirrcn y thecaU t^ gjoiy came i 
aftd without a pang» alm^ without a groao^ 
the kind hand of his beavaHly Fatbor, received 
hie Ami to himfelf ! X^wd hias. after hairakg 
indulged him to ua, for a bflg. fot ies of imfiof-* 
taut years : and bielk him with fiidi felieitiesi 
a& have ntdy fM to the lot of'Kifigs^ «o the 
lot of dbo moft favQuied wd bapiiy of Priacee* 
For it was his, toi bn^ his peopl^r uaifeed to the 
fiEoneft concord, asd «mA friendljirv union ; fuch 
as Britain never before experienced, fuch as her 
annals cannot {Nlrallel,. in her mdl fortunate 
dsqrs ! It was his to fee im^gmna fa&im pisriAi^ 
and languifluflg pari^ wafte dtminiflied into 
doath ! It was his to fee a thankfult haraionious. 
people joyfully concurring with all bis com* 
mendahle meafiires} and contendii^ how nioft 
to exprefs their zeal and their love ! It was his 
to iet ths flag of his Idngdooi ride triumphant 
over tha rfttbjeid deipi it was his to behold the 
Britiftf lim roufe^ tounufuaL courage^ and vic- 
torious in every, quarter of the gJLobe, It was 
his, to receive, valuable acqutfitions to bis crown^ 
and cfonquefts of the moft important nature \ 
made ftill more impartant and moi» valuable, 
by the notable conduct and unequalled braveiif 
of thofe^who gained them ! For, to the ^lory. 
of our King, and of our times, let it be remem*^ 
bered, that no period can produce a .more plen^ 
tiful harveft of truly gallant and heroic a^ons* 

But 
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IS add, to tiie pectiliau* tsSiclty 6{ our 
moiwreli t H was hts, to fce his fub'^ 
hefe happy iflands, rejoicing amldft all 
lits and Udbigs of peace, while war's 
terrors tbook sdmoft the worid around ! 
s to fee commertt iltFurifh with unwont- 
r, to fee the riches of nations poured 
barhun^ and his Exchange the grand 
he globe ! To fcc^ wealth abound; the 
ifli } and benevolence rear aloft her celef- 
» executing pl^s of humanity, which 
Id a fuperfative luffre to every age ! 
sr ftill, if heaven had indulged him with 
of honourable peace reftored to oppreft 
— There had then remained little of 
lore to have been prefented to his view, 
his pleafing fight, this gentle and all« 
peace is referved, we truft, for his. eyes, 
[1 the fceptre of his fathers defcends ; 
'horn the monarch of our love muft have 
it with peculiar fatisfa^ion. For, once 
t was fan to fee, not only a numerous 
, to fecure happy and uninterrupted fuc- 
n his line ; but to behold a truly royal 
, heir of his virtues, and of his crown ; 
ly manifefting all thofe qualifications, 
te neceffary to conftitute the good King, 
great man ! So that we may truly apply 
lie words of the facrcd writer, Thou Jhak 
? th(^ thy feed Jhatt he greaU *»^ thine off* 
G 2 J^rlnj 
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fpri^g-^s the grajs of the earth. Thjm Jhatt cQme to 
^h.^r^^ in a full agCy like as a fi^ock^f corn com- 
etf)^ in its feafon ! 

Oh mayft thou live, ever live, gracious So- 
vereign, .in the faithful reoieinbrance of thy peo- 
ple ! an4 can we fail to remember thee with ten- 
d^reft efte^m, who for fo many years haft ru- 
led over us, our general father \ and fecured 
to us the moft invaluable bleifings ! Reft, reft, 
blelTed fhade 4 may the fulleft jpys of immor- 
tality reward thee ! while the tears of thy people, 
. — tears Tbed amidft the loudeft acclamations of. 
joy * — » befpeak their forrows, and cpnfirm thy 
gpbdnefs : happier far to die, amidft fuch filent 
witnefles of undiflembled regard, than amidft 
the wordy adulations of an applauding univerfe! 
*^While for ourfelves we will transfer our alle- 
giance and afFefltion to the heir of thy throne^ 
ahd of thy glories — ^whofe princely virtues we 
cbntemplate ' with an heart-felt delight: vir- 
tues,' which bloom fo early, and fo fair, that 
we doubt not, but the favour of Providence 
vvill Continue to bl^fs us, un^er his aufpicious 
reign; anil fecure to us that ««tfwW/y, credit^ 



* It was obfervable, that amidft the triumph of die 
proclamation, many eyes were wet with tears; and in 
particular feme of thofe concerned in the joyful part of 
the ceremony, could not \vith-hold the natural and affec- 
tionate drops, while their hands adminiftcrcd to the cho- 
rus of congratulation. 
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honouTj and all thofe important felicities, which 
dignify and diftinguiih the glorious aera! '* Ani- 
mated with the tendereft afFeSfooJfor this his 
native country^ (our rifing monarchy gacioufly af- 
fures us, in words, which are y^// by every Bri- 
ti(h breaft) that he enters, with che^rfulnefs, 
into his arduous fituation ; and will make it — 
not only his endeavour to profecute the prefent 
juft and neceiTary war, in a manner the moft 
likely to bring on aa honourable and lading 
peace — But — he will make it the hujinefs of bis 
life to promote in every thing the glory and bappinefs 
rfth^ekingdtfrnsi to preferve and &rgJ^ffGTH- 
^N'the foh/litution koth in clinch ^n^Ji^\i / " 

Qh may. the favour, of omnipotent viifdim coi|- 

tiilually dwell with him, and gracioufly aflift 

. him in all his royal defigns ! long[may He live 

. and reign in the hearts of his approving fub- 

jedsj long may the choiceft comfort^ pitch thejr 

delighted tents around Him ! and late, very 

late, full of days and full of glory, like his il- 

luftrious grandfire of blefled tnemory, may HE 

..exchange a temporal for an eternal crown, amidft 

the tender tears of a numerous ppfterity, of an 

unanimous and afFe(3ionat€; people ! 
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ArH§ quomcik fonre f^fimt^ artium Ji mapfiri 
tmiU MHiHfu r 'in Smore f «— — Boetb. 

r« rt» visiToit. 

^w. 3, 176*0, AudUy-fquoTi^ 

SIR, 

IH AV £ read with latisfiiaron your papers 
from the beginning. You feem a friend to 
religion and your country. Pray God, give you 
good focceis; I coidd not help fhedding teairs 
over your laft Saturdafs paper. Perhaps thofc 
tears were fclfift ; for I have feen almoft as 
many funs rife and fet, as hh latemoft facred 
Majefty. But if forrow moiftened my eyes, on 
pcrufing your paper; bdreve me, joy had the 
the fame effeft on reading the prefent King's 
prockmation *' for the encouragement of fiAj 
^ and Vtfiuey and for preventing and punifhing 
<« of Vice, Praphanenefs, and Immorafity.** *— 
It would be too long for me to mention the par* 
ticular delight I found in each part of it : fuffer 
mc to dwell a little on the topic^ which hath 
been the frequent fubjeft of my thoughts ; and 

a heavy 
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leavy iMirdeirto mj muid. ft rccwntd to me 
;^ on i«adii|g 4hi6 ^prodatnation, cfpecially 
irhece fair gradons Ma}&% <iecl)ve6, ^« That 
ibrnbe CAOMiragfltntnt of RsligJ^n and AfirM^ 
Mify be imU^ upon mU 9cct^MSj difttnguiih fer^ 
y^fom of PIETY and VIRTUE, tymaiks 
^ cf fait Toyal terour/' •— Iiv^ariablf to purfue 
tUs lefoliitiDA^ will j>c to raftke himfelf agrear 
King, aai jiis people a^ good and happy peof^ 
But I may ibe pennitted to obferve, that this is 
above all things neceilary, with idpeA to the 
Ciaygfi tiw:>miniAer8 of religion. 

It J8 abiitrd to fuppoCe, that ^religion and 
fiety .ihoiild flourifli, if die inomediate ^nini- 
Aers of it, zxt dt^fid wbA d^cabk. Tbttr 
odb xailb for oonfKlenttion. f» fome fatrti* 
colars it k deplombki in othtm, it is Jbaii- 
ialoui. Hie Clergy are a venenMe body of 
aneii. I am jealous for their honours ; anxiotts 
fnr dietr weUape; and heartily deiiious they 
ftould adorn their holy profeflkm in ail tilings^! 
•**B«t, good God, liow is, how can this^be the 
cafe, in the prefent circumflances of manyt 
Look at jleveral in this great city, who Ut dien>-* 
felve^ out for wretched and low pay : and whtt 
ireneration for religion do they infpiref They 
preach over porter-pots hi dirty de-houfes .; and 
talk of ordiodoky, amongft the loweft of the 
people ! — Others cannot rife above the worlds 
and n^any little meannefies, through the ftrait- 
nefs of.dieir fcanty preferments 'V^ \ixxt.'^ 
G 4 >5«\ 
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living of an hundred, perhaps an hund|red and 
- fifty pounds per annum : they have a family to 
. maintain : they are to appear acxrording to their 
. ftjition : they Jcnow. not: how to appear other- 
wife; their birth and education hi!m raifedthetn 
above the fordid ideas of penury. Diftrefled on 
an fuies, and dejefked, how can they elevate an 
opprefTed mind ? — Nay, many of them are for- 
ced to perform thd duties of their fuhdion, per- 
. haps through theic whole lives, for lefs wages 
^ than are paid to a common Exd/e-man: lefs'than 
almoft any journeyman mechanic can^ procure ! 
What wonder, that fuch men are obliged to 
mingle with improper company, j that they f^E^l 
into vices; into contempt?,— . : 1 c '\ 
Qf the fuperiqr Qergy^ what fbillj -feja! 
1 know many of them truly * worthy. , But 
again; hpw. Hiapy.. f^m to forget,! that, they 
are clergymen, tb^t they have the care of 
fouls ; rarely vifiting their charges,; . or per- 
haps giviiig them occafipnailjr adrjr h^ra[ngwe, 
.— -y/JiUe too, ^ooi often they carry th^nafelves 
<wJith a loftinefe, ill-befuiting the humility of 
their funftion ; and from their over-groM^n re- 
: venues allow a fcanty pittance. to a worthy 
man (a brother) to perform the.labour ! — rl will 
no.t go higher. , X^et me only.tibferve, .that as 
clergymen of all degrees .and diftiftjftioris aje as 
lights fet upon an hill; fo deficiencies in their 
.condu£l are moro obfervable ; and confequently 
they are called to greater caution, . 
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- B7 thefe meaiis^ and the like (which I need 
•not enumerate) the clergy are brought into 
contempt : thus diey have given the moft pre- 
•vaiUng kandle to fedlartes. The ill examples 
of th^ clergy^ are a common topic with them>; 
smd it is -much to be wifhed, there were np 
truth in their remarks. When they fpe;ik of 
proudy lazy^ immoral clergymen, it is a bitter re- 
proach. God wipe it from our land, and flop 
die mouths of thefe men. I am convinced, nor 
thing will tend fo much to flop their mouths, 
and ftem thei^ progrefs, as zeal and a<Stivity in 
our clergy. There is a ftrong attachment in the 
people to the regular clergy; where fuch ai;e 
a(^ve and exemplary, there are found but. few 
Methodifti or Diffenters. — What then, you may 
fey, is to be done ? Hear an old man for once^- 
it is thelaft time , pei;haps I may ever deliver n^y 
thoughts to the public ; my fiin is juft about to 
fet, and; th^ d^ys of darknefs are hafttng upon 
me r may my lafl: words (if thefe be fuch) prove 
fcrviceable to religion and my country ! 

Our gracious Monarch hath afiured us, , thai; 

.♦' h^ will on all occafions, dijiinguijh perfons 

of rPiety and Virtue." This is the firft and 

fureft. method, to promote Piety and. Virtue 

amongft the clergy, as well as all orders of men. 

What encouragement hath a man to apply him- 

felf to the labour of learning, and the toils pf 

; the mwiifterialj function -^ (if v^ abate the in- 

^^\ ' ' ^ ^ ' G 5 " ^ ■ ' i^lt 
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felt fstthifaAion aimfing frcm coirfcibus duty) tAen k 
lie Is weH-^itrod, that he Ihall imdier meet la 
v^ith regard nor sttention : naj, perhaps, 9iafl ^ 
rather meet with fneers and negleft. Wbea fee j^ 
fees, that to preferment other roads Ife opeiti ^ 
'and that the advanced ftation, is not 4be wcA«' 
^earned. purchafe of real merit ? But ifaould fhe ■ 
^ious ckrgyman, "wSiofe blameleis and flmiing ] 
<:onduft ; whofe earneft and conftant labours ifi | 
"the pulpit, and in other parts of his duty; -whofe \ 
abilities, fmcerity, and piety are evident ; jbould 
lie, fliould fuch men be called out and diftijfh- | 
*gui(bed ; (hould the royal favour mark out Aidls 
we fliould foon fee a harveft of good men, dili- 
gent in their minifterial fun^ons, and cheared | 
with the pleating rejle^on, that they were ^ i 
curing their beft interefts, whSe they were re* i 
commending themfehres to dietr ^nWi or tlieir j 
J/^(5j^j favour!— The lukewarm and the wordi-> ' 
lels would thus be aihamed into duty ; and we j 
fliould fee virtue and religion affume the faireft ' 
appearance. —-God affift and ftrengthen our gra- 
cious King in this good work. 

A fecond metfcod to fervc religion, by affifting 
its minifters, would be, to render their live? 
more free frdm the uncafy diftradion of worldly 
anxieties, by giving them a more comfortable 
lubfiftence. I do not 'take upon me, either to 
direA or fuggeft, how this may be accompliihed. 
It deferves the attemion of -our iuperiors. In 

this 
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.dm charitable age, ^o confideraticms tmild be 
iBore chtfftaUe, Mark me, I do not plead for 
: wtaMiy &ppHe», or the means of laxttrious Ihr- 
ing : I afk, (and no man can fay it is luireafon- 
sd>le) that thofe who minifter to us in holy 
filings, fliouhl not be fiarved — fliould have a 
mhpttimy. Thofe who adminifter to our pUU'- 
^u^ fiajetiy fatgfrsj dancers^ itc. arc not fatif- 
fied, bat with their thoufands per annum ! Coun- 
trymen and feHow Chriftians, is not this the 
gre^eft reproach upon us ? we give thefe men 
fuch foms, to ^nd in the vileft manner ;— and 
our clergy, men of liberal education, and, for 
ffie moft part, f where neceffity is not too power- 
"fifl) men of good lives— -have ncft Jifiy^ not an 
llmidred poimds a year to fupport themfelves and 
^families 1 ought thefe things fo to be ? — " But 
manydf them, you fay, have their ^toufands a 
year: accumulate preferments upon preferments: . 
-and, like the horfe-leech, ftill cry, Grw, gtvet 
thefe too are often hardefl upon their inferior 
^brethren — what would _you fay of thefe ?"— ^ 
Truly, nothing : I will only refer you to my 
laft remark, concerning the firji method to pro- 
mote Piety and Virtue} — This will fuffice for an 
anfwerto any objedions from the trifling or im^ 
moral condu£i: of the clergy. 

One liiefhod more, I would offer, *< Ordain 

Ibwer, ordain none w1k> have not been of the 

untvorfity \ or, are not very JUmng exceptiom«'* 

G b t^ 
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/s to the. latter branch of this advice, it may 
fure, cafily, be complied with. It is a fl^ame, tp 
fee fo many illiterate mechmici in our dty pulpit^. 
I heard pne^ reading prayers the other day, who 
mifcalled every proper name in the leilbns, ^nd 
mif-pronounced half the words in the fervice. — 
Not long fince there were five of thefe men can-' 
didatesy — (Fratres eheu dilefiiflimi!) for a city- 
lefture : Jhoemakers formerly, weavers^ bakers j 
&c. now right good and reverend divines ! This 
is a grievous nuifance : ^ fad offence and oppro- 
brium to religion. And what is worfe, fome of 
thefe interlopers have been ap^Jiles^ and wand ring 

.prophets among the methodijis! I know that it is 
faid, there is a fcarcity in the northern coiin- 
ties ; and therefore the Bifliops are obliged to 
prdain men not regularly bred. This may be 
fome excufe, in thefe cafes: but let not fuch 
northern men difguft us in the pulpits of our car 
pital'y and let not mechanics be ordained for the 
fervice of the metropolis. Hence the (babby 
gpwn and tattered caffock, which pains us, 

.draggling in the ftreets ; hence prating in the 
ale-houfe, &c. 

But how, ** Ordain/ewer ?" Fewer, who 
come with regular teftimonials from univerfi* 
ties? It is cruel to difappoint young men, whofe 
parents have fitted them for this ^occupation ; 
fpent much money in /Z>^/r education, and thus 

. incapacitated them fropi any other means qf liv- 
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ing. The humanity of dur right. jreve^^d Bi- 
. flippy cannqt do this. Some more early remedy 
•therefore .muft be aj^li^d. Parents Ihould be 
advifed of the difficulties of the clerical em ploy^ 
and not think of educating , their children in 
that way. — And I humbly aft, could not'tbc 
af&ir oifalfe titles^ fo commonly given, be refli- 
fied : and is it not poffible, for our fuperiors to 
ordain no man, but where there is a reaV want 
of him, for the bufmefs of his function ? 
—If this were univerfelly known and declared ; 
it. might poffibly prevent many a young man 
from entering into a profeffion, for which he is, 
at the beft, bat ill qualified; and the diiappmnt- 
ments of which will perhaps render him truly 
miferable. 

Poffibly you may cxpeft that I fhould fay 
fometl^g of the noblemen^ who bripg up thiir 
fons to the church. Many ohje<5): greatly ; I do 
not; rcfcrving what hath been remarked und«r 
the firft head. If men of m^/V are invariably 
preferred, I ihall rejoice to fee fons of noble fa- 
milies diftingti^ themfelves. This will raife a 
laudable emulation, and have a Very benigA' in- 
.fluence :on religion in general, and in the higher 
fphereof Hfe.efpecially. .:ii.\ ' ; . i '<, i 

However, Sir, let what will be the JAue; jcn^*- 
thinks^ if clergymen would ferioufly confider the 
importance of their office ; the influence of their 
example^ and the folemn account they muft one 
. . \ . V day 
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fygy gk^ ;^<^-^ iproUld, feparttldy AtHti «1I ether 
ccmffderaHom, fiisdce them 'hely, hittnbk, set- 
lous, anj hAoriotts. If ft pleaifes ^God to iti^re 
otnr King <wkh rdfcSation and ability to diftin- 
f uiA fttch men, -we fliftU fee piety and virtue 
* aboand. For fuffer an oM tnan to -repeat ; '^ It 
h -ridteulous to tbink^ ^lat religion ihould iou" 
Tifli, while its tninifters tire difpkatle or de^ifed** 

I am, Sir, 

J. B. Stmx. 

P. 5. I fiirgot to ttention, diat tvfidmteit 
«ivch cdlod >£»-. i Joiow die objections $ vnd 
in fome cafes admit them, till better provtfionris 
wade* But many of thofe deigy, who come to 
^town, and tiVeJeSurny &c. and fome iQif 'diofe, 
-who are tiie badhtgfs of iheir ixjfeffion, 3ia«e xwnes 
m the coimtfy, which loudfy call for their at- 
ientiott and piiBieace4 for they are left, in many 
^Gtfts, to ^poor creatures, who titk or toaik wkii 
, 4ill Ijpeed from church to cbunch^ hitrry over the 
ibrviee ; {zviA tliat |ierht^ divee or four times 
411 a Sunday) to t&e great fi»uidal andooffenoe 
of fober and thinking pei^ple la the country. 
Tliis oatts ^ vedpeft. 
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■ ■■ T g ctnfitre trade^ 

X>rhdU^huJ^fe9pkincmimfi, 

Lititouf frefiune* Dim. 

IT muftgi?e€veiyIoirer of his^eourttiy aiM^ 
kigh and finceFc i4eaft}re, to read over fuch 
a lift of refpeiftaMe names^i%s appeared after die 
Merckopas addrefs, in our pabttc pikers. Nor 
can k fail to dignify our nation abroad, and to 
aftord ailiftfng'prodf of our t^reUt and happi- 
nefs ; wben fo many men 'of ^known weahh Mid 
wordi, with unanimity unparalled, oflfier dieir 
beft fervices to dieir beloved young mo* 
narcii. In diis lift we read die names 6f 
our moft confideraUe iMprebantSy namea wtdl 
known abroad ; and though 'by fome hiad- 
tertence, a few forward and iRi{nt>per men have 
ofBcioufly thruft in dieh* names, and made them- 
fdves ridiculous} yet the lift in general is To 
truly refpefbble, diat our enemies muft ddpair 
at the fight; and our friends -rejoice at our 
ftrcngth ^nd concord. 

I muft freely confcfs for my own part, tbsttias 
I have the higheft veneration for Cl7/«;«^f^, which 
is die grand pillar of oar nation ; fo have I,<^— 
and "with die ittmoft reafon,^^^e trueft efteem 
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for thofe worthy gentlemen, who are concerned 
in it. tVhofi Merchants are Princes^ may be ap- 
plied to them with as grc^at propriety as to thofe 
of Tyre heretofore ; Princes^ m generofity and 
aAs of benevolence, to many of which, of a 
public nature, our prefent times can witn^fs^ 
Pri^ceSf in elegance and magnificence j Princes 
in private bounty, in the greatnefs of their de* 
^^^s, and the abundance of their w^lth* ' 

What a bluffing are they to Our nation, and 

bow much are we al) interefted in their welfare? 

I cannot give niy reader a better idea of irade^ 

than is already given by a foreigner in one 

of his letters, which I, always read "with ptea- 

fure, (though this is far from being the cafe with 

■ his writings in general) and which I dare fay, 

will.be very acceptable : *' As trade, fays he, 

•. enriched the ^citizens of Ei^land, fo it contri- 

biUed to their freedcm i and this freedom on .tl^e 

. ^ther fid)^ extended their commerce : vidiei^ce arofe 

^ih^ grandeur oi the ftate. Trade- raifcd by ia- 

, fen fible- degrees the naval power which gives 

, 'the EngUJh a fuperiority over the feas, and they 

. now are. matters of very Jie^ two hundred ihips 

„ of war.. (N^ B; This was written feveral years 

ago.) Pofterity will very poflihly be furprized 

to hear, that an ifland, whofe only produce-is a 

little lead, tin, fulkrs-earth and coarfe wool. 

(N^ B. Ip this the writer is, miftaken, he did not 

underftand . the Britilh «;^^/)-!-ihould become fa 

. . power- 
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powerful by its commerce, as to be able to fend 
in 1723, three fleets at the fame time to thr^e 
different and far diftanced parts of the glo^lie. 
One to Gi6raltar^wh\ch was conquered and is ftjU 
poflefled by the £ngli(h ; a fecond to Porto Belh^ 
to diflpoiTefs the King of Spain of .the treafures 
of the Wejl'-Indies ; and a third into the BaUify 
to prevent the northern powers, from coipii)g 
to an engsigement. 

At the time when Lewis die fourteenth 

^ made all Italy trembk ; and that his armies, 

. which bad already pofieflTed themfelves of Sav^y 
and Piedmont^ were upon the point of takiiig 
7i«r/«s;, Prince' Eugene y92& pbliged .to march 
frond the mi<J4^ of G^rm^i^y, iin ordqr tp fift- 
coitr Seeuoy. > Having np money, without whi^h 

• xnties cannot be eithei: tai^en or defended^ be ad- 
drei^ himfelf to fome EngUJh Merchants *. 

\ ^ . The/e 

* This puts me in ihind of a ftory I have read, refpec- 
' ting fome foreign Merchants, named Fiiggers, who were 
« very illuftrious by tbeir liberalities to' men of letters, and 
who could raifc more money, we are t»ld, than any pririce 
in Europe. To teftify their gratitude to Chades V. who 
had done them the honour to lodge at their boufe, when 
he paiTed through Augsburgh 5 they one day, amongft 
mother afts of magnifit^nfce, 4aid upon the hearth a large 
bundle of cinnamqini a* merchan<Ji«e then (about the 
year 1528.) of great price ; and lighted it with a note of 
hand of the emperor, for a very confiderable fum which 
they had lent^im.— This it muft be owned was «a very 
genteel way of difcharging their imperial debtor^ See 
"B-dyWs DiSiiottary, Fug-ger and Charles V . 
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Thefe, at art hoar and lialPs ^warning, lent hf m 
fhe mtUionsfi'^^vAierc^iy he was enabled to ^- 
V^tr Turifty and to beat the Ftmch^ after which 
' he wrote the ioHowing fhort letter to the per- 
fons, -who had dHbiirfed him the above-mentioh- 
-ei fbms: ** Gentlemen, I liave received your 
money, and flatter myfrff, that I have hid it 
out to yow firtisfeaion."— Sirch a circumftante 
as this raifes a juft pride in an 3?»^fi§fl^ Merchaiit, 
and lirakes him prefume, (riot whhbut%me 
Tcafon) to compare himfeff to zJimum cftixenf 
And indeed a retf^s brother does iwt ^ntink trsu- 
Bc beneath liinii. 

-Statt, a brodiar e(tf 4ih %pas eoiMMi to %e ii dty 
tnerthmt. And at Ae tftne, th% 4ie Ssirl 
^^xfifrd governei Grtm Bntmn^ *b yotiflger 
IfotherwM no more than a Bi^or at iAjS^, 
•where he chofe to live, and wherd he died. 
This cuftom appears monftrous to G^rmansy 
vainly 4)uffed up with their extraSion. They 
^ij!ik it mocaUy inetpoffibie, tiuit the Ton of aa 
£ngMih l^^ihrottld be no more than a rich and 
powerful citizen : — ^for all are Princes in Ger- 
many 1 There bave been thirty highnejfes oi Utit 
fame name ; all whole patrimony confifted only 
in /i6^ ^itf^iMif^ and-x-^beir pride. 

« In 

\ As tbls aufhor writes in French, ^e foppofe this was 
pT French money. 
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«• In mflbe tli^ijtle of Marqtds is given pra^ 
«t5, to any one wfeo will accept of it \ and wlip- 
ibcver arrives at Faris horn the midft df the moft 
femote provinces, vitK ffmuy in his purfe, and 
m name terminatmg in ac or iSe^ may ftrut about 
and -cry, ISvch ju man jas J! Hman of my rank and 
fgun! • And may look down upon a traAet with 
feveFBign coBtexnpft; whflftthe trader on the Other 
fide, by often liearing his profeifion treated 
tb«B4i(claiiJlffifiy, is fool enough to bluih at h. 
-«4Mowevef I need not fay, which is moft ^Jifyl 
to ^91 naiioni a Marqmt powdered in the np 
«f the mode, who knows exadly at wliat 
^s^dod: ^ jUog rifes and goes to hed| and 
ivkD gWes hfMMf «iit^ grandeur and Iftate, it 
At^MK time, 4lMtt be kadKng "fte flmre in *tho 
aBiti<^»Rbar -ccf a pmse minifter :— Or aj9iff« 
4flbair, ^riKxnpkshes Ms^ceuntry; ^ifpatches or- 
xlees irom his cotattting-hoafe to Bttrat^ Ordkd 
Otiro^ ifc 4md contrifautes to the feficky of the 
world V* 

Srade however is ^ delicate and flafbuattfig 
thin^ : An ingenious writer f of our times hath 
traced its courfe, mA well ohfenres upon it, 
(after remarking die fate of Tj^e^ once the molt 
famous city of the world ht trade aud com- 
merce :) *« It pafled from Tym to Alexandria, 

from 

• Voltairc't' Tenth Letter. 

t X>n Newton In his Eleventh Differtatlon on the Pro- 
]^hecies« 
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froi^ Alexandoa to Venic^ fi^ftfVenice to 

Antwerp, from Antwerp tSk Amfterdam, and 
'London, the Englifh rivalling the Dutch, as 
the French arc now rivalling both. (N. B. 
This was written before the prefent war) All 
nations almoft are wifely applying themfelves to 
trade j and it behoves thofe who are in poflef- 
. fion of it, to take the greateft C2^e, that they 
: do not Jofe it. It is- a plant t)f tender growth, 
and requires fun, and foil, and fine feafon% to 
< make it thrive and flourifh. It will not grow 
^ like the palm-tree, which vrith the more Wieig^t 
. and pJreffure rif(^s jthe more; LiJkertyh a friend 
1 19 it,' zs it is ^ friend to iiberty.-^-j^ tiothi'iig 
. will Aipport and promote it 'H^^ than viif or, 
and what^viitiie teacheth, -fobriciyV indtiftrj, 
frugality, modefty, honefty, puii&dality, hu- 
manity, charity ; the Jove of <c>ur country, and 
• the fear of God-i*-The want of thefe ruined 
.Tyr^j '^' cr(n»fn}ng dty 9 v^hQfe, merchants Wire 
princes^ and whofe traffickers the honouVable of the 
, /tfr/;&. See Ifa. xxiii. 8. Ezek. xxviii. 5. &c." 
There can be no reafon to doubt, that this 
fine and ufeful'^i^w/ of commerce^ will waht any 
tendence or advantages^ which it can enjoy, un- 
der the prefent aufpitlous refgn, under a King 
of fuch exQcllent hopes, \vho hath gracioufly 
told his worthy fubjefts of this order, that 
** They may be affured of his conftant protec- 
tion and favour \ and that he has nothing nearer 
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to hfs hearty ;3riltn tbe mdhtainrrig them, an^ all * 
his trading fubjcds^W the full and free enjoy- 
ment of their rights, liberties, and privileges." 
—Nor can we doubt,* that it will want the fup- ' 
poll o( viriuei Ktd all her amiable attendants^^ 
while wc reflcd upon lihe many inftances of hu-' 
mmutj artd ^Airrify, ^^ich fo much diftinguifli ' 
our prefent times, and add fuch a dignity to the ^ 
mitfpolisy a£b^ which muft extort- praife from* 
the moft backsward to beftow it, and praife to\ 
the i|i^£6im/xi in particular;; wliofe great bene-' 
ficence. every charitahk i^abondaatly teftifies. 

Mr. Dyer's encomium upon trade^ from the 
fecond book of his inimitable poem the Fkece^ 
will bq noJmproper concluiion, efp^cially as it 
cofi^ins fo ioftru&ive an admonition. 

He isYpeaking of the drugs for dying, -which 
are fupplied by commerce ; and adds, ' > 



-Nor //if/i alone; 



Trade to jthe good phyfician gives his balms. 
Gives chearing cordials to thVaffiided heart ; 
Gives to the wealthy, delicacies high,; 
Gives to die curipus, works of nature rare ; 
And when the, prieft difplay3 in juft difcourfe 
Him^ the all- wife Creator y and declares 
His prefence, pow'r, and goodnefs unconfia'd, 
*Tis trade, attentive voyager, who fills 
His lips with argument. Tq ct^^tucc trade, ; 
Or holdlier bufy people in contempt, 

Let 
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Let Qone {M-icfiime. Th« 4igiliC]ff and grace. 
And weal of humia life, tbeir fsMUitiufis owe 
To feeotttig imperfedions, to vain w»tf , 
Or real exigjenciea i pgfllons fwift 
Foren^nning reaifoa; ftroog (pM|tr^i#u» bMti. 
The fteps. of mca difjyrfinft wide abiwd^ 
O'er cesdms and leas. Them m tkefeleiMiiiamK^^ 
Infinite wonders glare before thek cgrea, 
Humiliaiing the mind ealargM ; for Acf 
i:^edieareft fenif of deity nsceun^ 
Who view the undcft poaiptSkof hia wofk%^ 
Rangpig the j^obe wiA trade,, thio' Tarkrae 

Who fee the fignatures of bouMBefii knre, 
Nor Icfs the }udgtBcnt8 o£ Alm^htf pow^r. 
That warn the widced, and the wre^b, wii0 

Ycapea 
From human jiiftice : wfacv aftonifbM, view 
iEtna's loud thunders, and tempeftuous fires ; 
The duft of Czxijtagiir ^art fliorer of Nile ; 
Or Tyief& abandoned fcnnmit, erowRM of eid 
With ftacely tow'rs; whofe merchants from Ack 

ifles. 
And radiant dirones, afiembkti in hermartri 
Whidier Arabia, whither Kedar^ brought 
Their (baggy goats, their flocks and bleating 

lambs^ 
Where rich Damafcus pird his fl eece s white, 
Prepar'd,^ and Airily for the double tint. 

And 



r 
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And flow'ring jQiuttle. While the admiring 

world 
Crouded herifareots; ah I dien the hauidof pride 
Sow'd imperceptible his pois'nous weed, 
Whidi Gcqpc d«ftxu^!M9k 1^1 her Uii^ dcMfiii^ 
As ivy cr^epei acaaad\dir giaceAiL ttmk 
Of fome tall oak. ifcr lofty* domes^ n^ more. 
Nor ev'n the luins of her pomp-, remain; 
Not tvcn the duft they funk in, by the breath ; 
Of the omnipotent offended hurfd 
DowQ to the bottom of the. ftormy deep. 
Only the folitary rock remains. 
Her ancient icite ; a monument to thofe 
Who tM 9iiA^wiaItbexichau;kjs[^{orJh$hmii^ftrUi:t 
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MoQUtams, ^wJh ilmii hnatthytu' cat deffife^ 
Earth's fiUUars^ nJiM triumphant ardH$ form i 
UnfifokiH dfects of pirpetuoi fivtm^ . 
Oidfiatily monuments rf natmreU hirtb ; > 

Wbtthtrycu overlook thefia^ 

And point to mariners their way. 
Or elfe ivith {various gi/is enrich the earthy 
Ripen the minerals f and gems and ore f 
And ^wealthy ri*uers 'unexhaufied four^ 
Fix*d land-marks f friendly umpires of debates j 
lltamparts of ivars^ and boundaries of fiates ; 

Blefs Him* 'who makes your pride tofail^ 
Whofe prefence^ *when provok*dj you fy. 

Lighter than duft 'within his fcale^ 
Lefs them nothing in his eye ! 

Le Pla's Song of tlie Three Children. 

7e? /^^ V I s I T o R. 

S I R, 

IN your fifty-firft. Number, wherem you 
fpoke of the origin of JpringSy you mention- 
ed with great propriety the concurrence of the 
mountains to that end,- Now though this confi- 
ders^oh alone might be fufficient to obviate their 
objedions, who imagine the mountains and hillsy 
to be defers and deformities in our globe, the 
confequence of its eruption at the deluge, the 

wrecks 
4 
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wrecks of the old world, and eminent m;u'ks of 
the prefent difordered ftate of the earth j — yet 
in order to remove more fully this imputation 
upon the dfyine goodnefs, and to ihew3 that this 
part of his creation is excellently calculated to 
ferve the general plan ; permit me, by the chan- 
nel of your inftrudive paper, to point out fomc 
of the particulars in which mountains are ufe«> 
ful and necei&iy. I Ihall advance nothing but 
upon the beft authority : however I leave it with 
you to add or abridge, to correal or amend, 
whatever you think proper. 

It cannot be denied, that mountains and hillsy 
contribute greatly to the beauty of profpciSI:, and 
to that variety in the face of the earth, which 
charms us fo much. If the earth was perfeil- 
ly round and flat, our views would be contrac- 
ted, fimilar, and difgiffting. This is evident, 
from the profpeS in thofe countries which are 
Jiat and levels and therefore difefteemed : where- 
as the beautiful interchange of hill and valley, 
of mountain and dale, renders the fituation de? 
lightful, and gives at once the fineft entertain- 
ment to the eye, and the nobleft ideas to the 
mind. 

Byt the Creator doth not confult hauiy only 
in his works, though this is never negleiled ; 
and by the way, a ftronger proof of it cannot 
well be produced than the prefent 5 from which 
we learn, that what fome fuperficial obfervers 

Vol. IJ. H term 
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term bkrmjhes and defomutiesy arc in reality the 
means of the greateft ornament and pleafure. 
—The mountains however are ufeful as well as 
ornamentals -they contribute to the health of the 
human fpecics j many of whom would die in 
the groffer air of the vallies, whb enjoy life with 
much fatisfadion, amidft the finer air of the 
hills. Some conftitutions indeed are fo happily 
tempered, that they are indifferent to any place 
or air. — But *' this opportunity, (as a judicious 
writer obferves) of fliiftirtg our abode from the 
warmer and more vaporous air of the valleys, 
to the colder and more fubtle air of the hills, 
or from the hills to the vales, is an admirable 
refrefhment, and great benefit to the valetudi* 
narian part of mankind, affording them an eafy, 
comfortable life, who would otherwife live mi- 
ferably, languifti and pine away." 

Mountains fervc too for the produSion of a 
great variety of vegetables and minerals^ which are 
not found in any other foil, and which are emi- 
nently beneficial to ihan. With refpeft to ve- 
getables, Mr. Rayy (who hath treated this fub- 
jca, with his ufual accuracy) obferves, ** That 
mountains do efpecially abound with different 
fpecies of them, becaufe of the greiat diverfity 
of foils, that are found there, every vertex or 
eminence almoft, affording new kinds. Now 
thefe plants fence partly for the food and fufte- 
nance of fuch animsJs as are proper to the 

moun- 
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mountains ; partly for mecticinal ufes ; the chief 
phydcal herbs and roots, and the bijl in their 
kinds growing there." 

And as the mountains are thus ferviceable to 
man, fo are they no leis fo to the animal race; 
a great variety of which harbour and live a- 
mongft the hills. The higheft tops of the Alps 
themfelires, Mr. Ray tells us, are not deftitutc 
of their inhabitants : The Ibex and Chamois a- 
mohgft quadrupeds, the Lagopus amongft birds ; 
and I myfelf, fays he, have feen papiltos-zni ftore 
of other infeAs, upon the tops of fome of the 
Alpine mountains. Nay the higheft ridges of 
many of thefe mountains, ferve for the mainte- 
nance of cattle, and for the fervice of the inha- 
bitants of the adjacent vallies. 

It is obfervable, that thofe long ridges of 
lofty mountains which run through whole con- 
tinents, always run Eajl and ff^eji^ by which 
appointment of the Creator, they ferve to ftop 
the evagation of the vapours to the North and 
Souths in hot countries, condenfing them like 
Alembic he^ds into water, and fo by a kind of 
external diflillation giving original to fpringi 
and rivers : and likewife by amaffing, cooling 
and conftipatlng of them, turn them into fain i 
by theie means rendering the regions of the 
torrid Zone habitable. 

Other ufes of the mountains might perhaps 
be aiBgnedy as that they ferve for fcrcens to 
Hz \x 
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keep off the cold and nipping blafts of the nor- 
thern and eaftern winds ; and fo render human 
habitations more comfortable in the winter: 
that they anfwer the end of boundaries and bul- 
warks to various territories and kingdoms of the 
earth, and the like. But certainly their great 
and principal ufe, for which they are abfolutely 
neceffary, is that fountains owe their rife, and 
rivers their conveyance to them. We are fo 
fenfible of the advantage of thefe, of fountains 
and rivers, that I have no need to add more in- 
ftances of the utility of mountains. — But with 
refpeft to this laft ufe of them, there are two 
or three a£ls of the divine providence obferv- 
able, as Mr.Z>^Atf/w judicioufly remarks: *' One 
is, that all countries throughout the whole 
world fliould enjoy this great benefit of moun- 
tains, placed at due and proper diftances, to 
afford thefe feveral nations, that moft neceflary 
element of water, — So another plain fign of the 
fame efpecial providence, in this matter, is, that 
generally throughout the whole world, the earth 
is fo difpofed, that the midland parts, or parts 
farthcft from the fea, are the higheft ; this is ma- 
nifeft from the defcent of rivers. Now this is 
an admirable provifion of the all-wife Creator 
for the commodious paffage of the rivers, and 
for the draining the feveral countries, and car- 
rying oft' the fuperfluous waters, which would 
otherwife be as great an annoyance, as they are 

now 
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now a convenience. — ^Another providential be- 
nefit 6f the hills, fupplying the earth with wa- 
ter, is, that they are not only inftrumental 
thereby to the fertility of the vallies, but to 
their own alfo ; to the verdure of the vegetables 
without, and to the increment and vigour of the 
treafures, the foffils, minerals, and metals, with- 
in." 

As, the mountains then are thus plainly 
proved not only to be beautiful and pleafant^ but 
to be highly beneficial in fome, and in other 
cafes, abfolutely necejfary ; every reafonable mind 
muft conclude them not to be rude ruins, at^d 
unfeemly defeats, but noble works of defign, 
and wifely appointed by our great Creator for 
the good of our fublunary world. 

Ceafe then, nor order imperfedion name : 
Our proper blifs depends on what we blame. 
Know thy own point ^ this kind, this due de- 
gree. 
Of blindnefs, weaknefs, heav'n beftows on thee. 
Submit in this or any other fphere. 
Secure to be as bleft, a& thou can'ft bear : 
Safe in the hand of one difpofmg pow*r. 
Or in the natal, or the mortal hour. 
All nature is but artj unknown to thee ; 
All chance diredion, which thou can'ft not tw : 
All difcord, harmony not underftood j 
All partial evil, univerfal good ^ 

H 3 And 
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And fpight of pride, in erring reafon's fpite. 
One truth is clear j whatever «, is right.'* 

Allow me, Sir, before I take my leave, juft 
to obferve, that thofe fine and moft exalted paf- 
fages in the fcriptures, wherein God is faid t$ 
weigh the mountains in fcaUs^ and the hills in a ba^ 
lance J &c. feem clearly to refer to the work of 
creation ; and of confequence hills and mountains 
were part of the primaeval and paradifaical earth. 
Nay, indeed in many parts of the fcriptures 
plain reference is had to the original creation of 
mountains: Wajithou made before the mountains?--^ 

^ we read in Job. Before the mountains were fet* 
tledj befiri the hills was I brought forthy fayi 
Wifdom, whin there were no fountains aboun£ng 
with water j— as Upoii our plan there could be 
none, if there were no hills. And once more 
the Pfalmift fays, before the mountains were brought 

forthf or ever thou hadft formed the earthy &c.— 
From all which it feems plainly to follow, that 
the mountains are coeval with the earth ; as 
doubtlefs they muft have beeni if what we have 
advanced refpedling their utility be true. One 
cannot imagine any thing more fublime than the 
idea which that paflage from Ifaiah^ juft produ- 
ced, gives us of t\it Deity^ c. xl. 12. — He hath 
nieafured the waters in the hollow of his hand 
—meted out heaven with the fpan — comprehend- 
ed the di|ft of the earth in a meafure — weighed 
the mountains in f coles ^ and the hills in a balance A— 
3 where 
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where is the human writer, that can produce 
any thing equal to this ? where is the reader 
that can fall to contemplate^ with admiration, fo 
ftupendous a Creator and God ; — that can fail 
to glow with gratitude on the recoUeftion, that 
this God is his Father j* that can fail to bow 
with humility, under thefenfe of his own weak- 
nefs and unworthinefs ^ and to live in chearful 
refighation, under the government and protec* 
tion of fo great, fo good, and fo wife a ru- 
ler? 

If thefe thoughts are acceptaMe to you asd 
your readers^ it will be a pleafure, to 

SI a, 

Your confiant retderi ire. 
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NUMBER LXn. 

Simt filfy as 90 fies. PoPB, 



THE foUowing letters, firom my corrcC- 
pondents are inferted for three reafons, 
firft, becaufe 1 fuppofe it will oblige tbofe wor- 
thy correfpondents ; 2dly, becaufe I hope it will 
pleaic my readers, and 3dly, becaufe it will favc 
tne die trouble of writing myielf. 

72» thi Visitor. 

/^OOD Mr. rjfer — let me intreat your 
coonfel. I hear a great charader of you. 
The clevereft men in our Club (peak prod^- 
oufly handfome of you and your writings. And 
they fay you are always ready to hear complaints 
of public or private grievances. Mine indeed is 
a private grievance; though upon recoUedion, 
I am apt to think, it is more public than we 
fancy. This mournings Sir ; this fad inourning 
for our good and gracious King ! it will cer- 
tainly go near to ruin me two ways; both in 
ftact and in /tfci^/. — Sir, I am a Glazier ^ at 
your fervice; in no higher occupation : but, by 
induftry and honefty, I have picked up a good 
livelihood, and favcd fome money. I married a 

fmall 
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JmaU Merchant's daughter in the city : (we live 
at the other end of the town) arid to* be fure, I 
muft acknowledge, fhe has always^ kept up a 
-good appearance. She is very proud of being a 
gentlewoman, and is careful enough to let it be 
known, that fhe has had a Bijhop^ and a Lord 
Mayot'j and fix or fevcn Cbmmon-council-meti 
In her family. I have never been wanting in 
due refpe6l to her, and have kept her as gen- 
teel a chmfe-carty as neatly made and as well 
painted, as any travels between Hyde-Park and- 
Brentford on the hordes Day; and, for the^ 
good of the children, 1 have provided conftantly 
in the fummer, a genteel little country lodging,. 
in the high road to Brentford, about three miles- 
from our houfe. I cannot fay that we have 
lived always with the harmony of tame pigeons ;; 
however we have rubbed on, though I have been* 
forced to own^ her fliperiority. But here comes 
the mifchief. Our good King dies. News o£ 
it fly to my wife: direilly darts (he into the 
fliop : *' The King's dead, my dear, faid' fbe^ 
and we muft all go into mourning." You may- 
be fure, I faid true, when I told her, ** I was> 
heartily forry for his royat Majefty's fuddbn rfe-r 
parture j but, as to the other affair, I tjiought 
it might be left alone."* It would not be eafy 
to dcfcribe her vehement wrath hereat :* If you: 
are fo happy. Sir, as to be married, and if your 
bdy is now and then fomewhat turbulent, you- 
H 5 may 
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may conceive my fituation. The refult yras, 
that (he declared, ** £he would go immediately 
and buy hlaci cUtb^ (for (he had been told, diat 
when tlie King died, LaUtt would wear nothing 
elfe) for herfelf and two eldeft daughters, an3 
,befpeak me a fuit of black of our. neighbour Mr. 
CUveratty the uylor/* I prayed her forbearance; 
and in the moft fuppliant manner entreated her 
to wait, till we heard how matters would go: I 
told her, that bufine(s had been very flack of 
late, and that I could not afford hlacl cloth ; an4 I 
moil humbly reprefented, that I thought plaiji 
y^ormxiijiuffs or crapn would do for a Glazier^ ^ 
wife. ** A Ghaur^s wifty quoth-a, — (aid flie^ 
reddening deeply ; — a Mcrcbanfs daughter ^ 1 
thinks you might have faid : a gentlewoman bom 
and bred," ^— with much more to the fame pur- 
pofe. —In {hort, Sir, out (he went, and not 
being able to gain clear information that .night 
what the mourning would be, flie refted tilltlii? 
c^awn of the enfuing morning ; upon which riiip 
arofe, and again fallied forth, and toward.s thp 
evening returned, with her eldeft dau<ght<er, load* 
cd with bargains ! this was worfe ^an all ttip 
reft ; for I had not only the mortification to fep 
my money ^rown away, with terrible profu- 
fion, but to find, that whatever Ihe had boug^ 
was fo exceeding, fo uncommonly cbe^p, t^^ 
nothing could equal it. Would you believe i%^ 
jQie bad bought bombazine for feyen, commn crafti 

foi 



N»6a. THE VISITOR. 155 

for four jBiillings, — and worft, — far wofft of 
all --^ white crape -- oh, die extravagant pride of 
Biy deiu: wife ! —white crape for rt^s^ &c. at 
the amazingly theap pricf of fifteen iliillings per 
yard. When I remonftrated concerning this 
latter article, fhe huffed prodigioufly j and after 
beftowing a few crofs words upon me, told me^ 
JimpUtonian as I was, that the Countefs of * * *, 
was at the iame (hop, at the fame time with her, 
and gave the fame, price ! —A Gla^ier^s wife^ 
faid I, and the Countefs of * ♦ *. " None of 
your refledlions, man, faid fhe. — - But what fig- 
nifies talking with you? Run Sarah \ run you, 
yacky you'll go quickeft, to Mrs. Furbelow^ the 
mantua-maker — tell her, I muft fee her this very 
moment ; for I would 0ot but have my mourn- 
ing made againft Sunday for all the world." 
Se, Sir, to ^e expetice and (dague of purcha- 
fmg, tha(t of msdpng was added ; and then a 
worfe plague 14 putting them on : My Madam,, 
great ^ a Pjucbefs, firutted to church in her^ 
l^mbazim: and X was obliged, (though heartily, 
afhamed erf" myfelf ) to Jlink behind in my weep^ 
ers. For flip would put on weepers ; and toldj 
roe, no gentleman could appear without them. 

Good Mr. Vifii^r^ is this right ? Cannot this 
evil be redreft ? Is it fitting, that humble tradef-. 
men ihould thus expenilvely «ipe their fuperiors h 
Or is there any need for it ? It feems to me a 
kind of Bfitional evil : and i; may be well^ if 
H 6 you'll 
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youll write about it. We talked of it in the 
club ; and all defirie our beft wiihes to you. I 
am. Sir, your moft obedient fervant, (and to 
pleafe my wife, will take the liberty to fign my- 
fclf) 

Nov. 1760. 

^ Leaden Merchant. 

Shahjpear fays finely in Hamlet^ «< Thefe three 
years I have taken note of it, the age is grown 
fo picked, that the toe of the peafant comes fo 
near the heel of the courtier ^^^ht galls his kibeJ* 
AaV. Scene L 
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A Lady fends her compliments to the Vijitor. 

She is very much furprized and aftonifhed 

»t him. What ! not a word yet about the 

charming fcheme at C-= le Houfe ! Blefs me; 

fure the man does not live in this world. He's 
an inhabitant, I fuppofe, of fome of the plane- 
tary worlds; or, what's more probable, of an 
aerial citadel, guarded by catch-poles. — Am I 
right ? Nay, don't anfwer. For the only an- 
.iwer, pofitively, that I fhall take, and the only • 
way to convince !me, that you are a man of 
tafle, (as Lord ■ fays you are) will be to 

write fome immenfely pretty thii^gs concerning 

this 
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this feat of politencfs, this court of pleafure, 

, tranfport, joy — oh, you dear creature, let me 

whifper in your ear ; Signora TriUiletta has only 

the name; Mife C**, — Angelic Being, and 

the Duke of and the Duke of and 

Lords innumerable, and Duchefies, and Coun- 
tefles, and Ladies, and Maids of Honour, world 
without end ! are of the party. Tell every 
body. Teize the poor creatures, who can*t 
make one with us ! Now for your city balls ! 
ah poor Cits! I could die with laughing,— Well, 
my card is quite full — So your fervant. But 
be fure you write. Adieu. 

Soho-fquarcy Monday Noon. 

The Vifttor^s compliments to this Lady : It 
may be j[)roper for him to wait a little ; he pro- 
pofes to vifit this gay aflembly ; and fhall be 
able then to do greater juftice to his fubjc<a. 

To the Visitor. 

SIR, 
¥ AM fond of converfation, and love to go 
among my fellow beings, but I generally re- 
turn difgufted to my own home 5 as I am tired 
beyond meafure with my companions perpetu- 
ally talking about themfelves, and their own af- 
4 fairs. 
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l^irs. purely nothing can bp more tirefome or 
more ridiculous^ yet I find nothing more com- 
ipion. / is made the little hero of every tale^ 
Doj Sir, juft infert it in your ufeful paper, as a 
general bint<, that the worft and n^oft unpleafin^ 
fubje£t a man can dwell upon, (except in very 
particular cafes^} is himfelf. I am, 

Your*s, &c. 

SIMON SOCIABLE. 

It is unlucky, fays a fenfible writer, that the 
very reafon that makes Eugenic think his ftories 
entertaining, (hould iinajce me think ii^tm tice- 
fome — their being about himfelf. 

To thi Visitor. 

T'AM one of the refpcftable company of pat^fh^ 
clerks in tl)^ city pi London, and though I 
fay it, few men hav^ appeared in that office 
with greater dignity. I have never deg^ne- 
r^d into the common negl^ of my band 
and gown, and ^ I have not only ai^ excels 
lent ear for mufic, but am an extraordinary 
good poi&t, I bavje been always admired fo;: 
my choice pf pfa^^ aAd for ajaptinjg them 

to 
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to the fermon. My loyalty was concerned 
upon the death of the King, and I compofed a 
pfaltn or hymn, to be fung in our church upon 
that occafion* But conceiving it meet to (hew 
it firft.to our Do£ior^ would you believe it. Sir, 
he forbad the rehearfal of it ! Verily it occafi- 
oned great indignation in my heart. For why 
ihould he be allowed to fay what he pleafes in 
the pulpit, and the clerk be debarred from joiFer- 
ing his thoughts, as occafion may ferve, from 
the deflc ? — I do requeft you. Sir, to fet this 
matter in a proper light, and to plead fomewhat 
for our privileges in refpeft to it ; which I hope 
you wiU not fail to do, as I have been your 
conftant reader, and take great delight in your 
paper. 

I am, Sir> 

Your humble fervant, 

JOB TWANG. 



P. S. To convince you of our Doftor's envy 
at my merit, as well as his want of judgitient^ 
I fend yoAi the firft ftave of my pfalna or Jiymn. 
It cpnfiifts of twenty-eight ftavcs. I intended 
to have fung half in the morniiig ^d half in the 
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At fcven o'clock the other morn. 

To end his woful firife, 
The Lord took hence our glorious King, 

King George^ out of this life. 

Now he is gone, all's black as night ; 

Have mercy on us. Lord ! 
No, neighbours no, don't weep; all's right: 

We have got King George the Tlnrd ! 

Is not this good, now ; in the true fpirit of 
praife, and fadnefs, and joy I 

J. T. 



NUMBER LXKI. 

Can love allure us, or can terror awr? 

Yoviwjv 

To the VisiTOJU 

S I R, 

TH E purity and perfeftion of its luws, we 
have fliewn (No. 57.) is a convincing 
proof of the excellence <rf the Chriftian Reli- 
gion: to enforce thefe laws, no motives cdn be 
conceived more fcr{\xziiyt^ no fanff ions more aw- 
ful 
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ful than theChriftian. The great Lawgiver of the 
Chriftians doth not affume the voice of terror, and 
the threat of Majefly. He fpeaks in love, and en- 
deavours to engage by the gentleft perfuafion. 
Their own happtnefs is the winning motive, by 
which he feeks to engage mankind to his laws. 
It is their own intereft to obey them. Every 
one of them tends to their prefent peace and 
tranquillity. And what motive can be more co- 
gent ? Yes 5 there is a more cogent motive : the 
kvt of this divine Lawgiver himfelf. As his 
grand law, which comprifes all the reft, is love 
of himfelf, fo the motives, whereby we are in- 
cited to this love, are the moft affeSing. He 
hath demonftrated his love to us, by every pof- 
fible method, lived and died for us : died to re- 
deem us from death; died in the moft painRil 
and ignominious manner ; died to make us heirs 
of heaven and eternity. 

Talk they of morals ! oh thou bleeding love ! 
Thou Maker of new morals to mankind. 
The grand morality is love of Thee ! 

The love of Chrift, and our own happinefsj 
prefent and future, as they are the moft endear- 
ing, fo are they the moft powerful motives to 
obedience. Indeed the Chriftian religion offers 
various others : but as thefe are peculiar to it, 

and 
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and excellei^t beyond what any other fyftem | 
propofes, I leave a recolle(Stion of the reft to mj 1 
readers. 

The fofUitom of this law, are as awful and 
important as its motives are engaging. A law 
without fan£tions is utterly ufelefs. Rewards 
and punifhments are the grand hinges, upon 
which all obedience turns. And what law c?n 
fiand in competition with the Chriftian in this 
refpedl ? Look at the heathen world ; and tho' 
indeed they talked of Tartarus 2iXiA Elyjium^_^ 
both were fo ehildifh, nay, and the nations of 
the wifeft concerning the foul's immortality (a 
dark and dubious, that a thinking man €<;ttild 
find no fiu« reft for the fojie of l^ls iipet wtf;h 
them. 3ut the great La^iffgiv^r of. the Chrifti- 
ans, ^as He cmie from above, cpuld well reveal 
ihe future world. He bath left us in no doubt : 
Life and immortality are brought- to Ught by 
Him. And behold eternity is propofed to man- 
kind \ eternity, blefted in co^fequ^npe of obedi- 
ence; niiferable, in confequence of impenitence 
and fin. Are not thefe weighty y&«<57/W ? A- 
larming confiderations, to move us to an obfer- 
vance of the laws of Him, who hath faid, fVhai 
(hall a man he j^rofited^ if he gain the wbck worU 
and lofe his own foul / 

Every map, will afluredly think, that fuel 
alarmi^i^ informations as thefe, .ace fufficient. 

feparat( 
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feparate from every other refleftion,. to encou- 
rage him in the pra£lice of virtue ; and to deter 
himTropi vice. For in the filent moment of 
calm regoUedlion — only let a man put it to his 
confcience. — " Is there indeed an eternitv of 
bllfs or mifery awaiting me; and muft o^eof thefe 
be the confequence of my prefent proper or impro- 
per condud? Surely nothing can be equally im- 
portant as a diligent attention to this folemn fu- 
turity : nothing equally wife, as a ferious, and 
devout preparation for it ?" He who can de- 
fpife eternal puni(hme;its, deferves not the name 
of either wife or brave ; and he that is uninte- 
refted by the offer of eternal happinefs, can 
never be judged a friend to himfelf, or a juft 
ei(ip[^ator of things. 

It may be objefted, that eternal puniflimcnti 
are dreadful, and feem to controvert the Deity's 
goodnefs : I will only reply to this point, in the 
^wprds of an. al^le.ajid learned writer : 

** That God is i^c^JTccms |o be,a fiifficient 
anfwer. At prefent obje£lions muft be imperti- 
nent, and folutions imperfect. Let us wait till 
the righteous Judge appears, and then.thefe.^d 
many difficulties will be removed. In the mean 
time we may reft fatisged with this, that fin 
Ihall neither ei^joy an impunity irreconcileable 
with Gpd's ji^lif^e and Majefty, nor endure 
fufFerings i^coftfiftsAt .with hjs- .^ercy 4md cLs- 
mip^cy/* 

«It 
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** It is, I think, generally fuppofed, that there 
will be a great variety of punifhments. To be 
deprived of fome good, which, by a proper con- 
du£l, might have been fecured and obtained, if 
it be attended with difTatisfaflion or regret, is 
certainly a punifhment, if it always lafts, an 
eternal punifliment. He who is in this condi 
tion, has loft his rank, and is placed far beneath 
many of thofe who were once his equals, with 
•ut a poifibility of retrieving the lofs.** 

I am, Sir, 

Your's, &c. 

M. 



VERSES, cccafiofud by fiiing the Chtmtefs 5/ 
H***** in tears at the MagdaUn-houfe. 

T) RIGHT Charity J as ftories fay, 
"^ Met Britain's genius t'other day ; 
Both look'd delight, and never wore 
A face of greater joy before. 
«' How falfe the ftories, fome have fpread 
(The laft began) — - immortal Maid ! 

How 
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low falfe the tale, that never times 
iVere fpotted with fuch numerous crimes ; 
That never days, like thefe, were known, 
With fuch degenerate weeds o'ergrown ; 
Hear them, — and Virtue proftrate lies, 
While Vice and Folly tyrannize j 
Religion's lamp hath loft it's light ; 
No man is good, no deed is right ! 
But, beft of graces, every day 
In public while you pleafe to ftray 
Through my fair realms, you prove full well 
The falfhood of the tale they tell." 

Her cheeks in crimfon blufhes dyed. 
The gentle virgin thus replied : 

" Bright genius of the happieft jfle, - 
That lives in heav'n's aufpicious fmile 5 
Ah ! wonder not, that thus careft 
I leave the manfions of the bleft. 
Delighted through thy realms to rove ; 
For love, thou know'ft, engages love. 
And wherefo^'er I pafs along. 
In private or amidft the throng. 
Whether the palace of the great 
I vifit, or the humbler feat; 
A pleafing welcome ftill attends. 
And all rejoice to be my friends ! 
Thus I difFufe my comforts round. 
And offer balm to ev'ry wound : 
Thus univerfal good fupply. 
And wipe the tear from every eye!" 



I 
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** Ah no, the Genius fmiling faid, 
I faw but now, immortal Maid, 
The tender tears in plenty flow — 
(Tears drawn by Pity and by you!) 
From hbr fair eyes, whom, at firft look> 
I frankly own that I miftook 
For you yourfelf 5 though pleas'd to fee 
*Twas one fo near and dear to me.'* 

*' I know her well, (the Grace rejoinM) 
My fitter. Pity, form'd her mihd ; 
She long has our familiar been : 
< — 'Tis H***'s countdfs, that yoii mean. 
I know the place, the time I know, 
— 'Twas at my favourite houfe below ! 
Where many a bright and nolle eye 
Have paid their debt to charity : 
Where e'en your Prince *, you miift confefs, 
Touch'd with the tender foft diftrefs, 
Cou'd not jefrairi the melting tear. 
But own'd, that I indeed liv'd there !'* 

*^ Yes, Charity — with loftier tone, 
Britannia's genius then went on j 
That prince I call with pleafure mine, 
The more, my friend, as he is thine ! 
His brother too, — (Thou know'ft him well. 
What need for me his worth to tell ?) 

Thr 

• Prince Edward, wh6 was iit the Chapel kt'tKe fanle ' 
time with feveral tither of the Nobility. 
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Thy Patron ♦ (bines ! and long will be 
(If heav'n indulge or thee or me) 
The friend, the guarfian, the defence^ 

Of Britofiy virtue, innocence ! . 

*' Under his illuftrious rclgn, 

** Miftrefs of the fubjeft maih, 

** Glory fhafll niy faik unfUr! ; 

"Courage fhrfr my thtindcrs hurl; 

'* Peibce at hortie my plaint fhaill blcfi ; 

*« Freedoto range with happinefs: ^* 

** Labour his founding anvil ply ; 

<« Through th^ lootn the Ihiittle fly; 

*^ Arts their wreathe-icrownM head fhall rear; 

*' Virtue their reward fhall bear: 

'', Bright religion thrbugh the land, 

" Pleas'd {hair wave her oliVe wand; 

" Whilft thou, immortal maidi fhalt- be 

** An undivided friend to me ; 

" And fuppliant win th' eternal fmile, 

*' That gives its glory to each ifle/* 

t • Hit Royal Highneis the Prince of Wales, our pre- 

[ fent moft gracious Sovereign^ lias condefcended to be- 
come the Patron of that excellent Charity, « Tlie 
Small-Pox Hofpital.''^ 
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Ingratumfi dixeris, onmaiRxiris* \] 

I CALLED the other morning upon my 
friend Hafty^ and found him and his lady in 
no fmall pett, much difcompofed, and very in- 
dignant* The common compliments had fcarce 
pafTed, and I had but juft taken my chair, when 
he began. ** You maybe furprized perhaps at 
feeing me and my wife a little difordered — But 
fuch ingratitude — Few men I believe could bear 
it.— It is rather too much for human nature." — 
He delivered this with fome pathos ; and was fe- 
conded by the gq,od lady his wife, who turtled 
up, and reddening with indignation, found 
breath to fay, — " Indeed it is too much j but 
people now-a-days, if they can get their own turn 
ferved, care little for — They will ufe the ladder, 
till they have got up, and then throw it away." 
I was obliged to remark very meekly, that *' t% 
be fure ingratitude was a very bafe and odious 
crime ; the growth of a bad foil j univerfally 
and juftly abhorred: but I took the liberty t% 
hint, that on that very account, we ought to 
be the more careful how we lay the charge of 
it againft any 'man ; which (hould never be 
urged in general terms, but proved by the clear- 
eft 
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eft evidence/* " Read that then. Sir, faid Mr. 
Majly^ giving me a letter, and you'll' find, that 
we have pretty clear evidence." I read the let- 
ter, and perceived, that it was an apology from 
a young gentleman of our mutual acquaintance, 
for omitting his vifits to Mr. and Mrs. Hajly^ 
who had done him fome fervices ; but which 
they had been mutually and induftrioufly careful 
to proclaim 5 with many diminifhing ftridures 
on the young gentleman's charaSer, and as 
many aggrandizing remarks on their own gene- 
rofity and benevolence. I remember he, con- 
cluded his letter in thefe or in terms very fimifar 
to them. — '* That you have done me fome fer- 
vices, I do not, I never did deny. But thefe 
fervices have been returned and repaid 5 with all 
proper acknowledgments.: nor have I ever been 
wanting in all due refpeft, or in any grateful 
remembrance. But certainly. Sir, were not 
this the cafe, you have fully acquitted me of all 
obligation. Since every fenfible man will agree, 
that a public proclamation of obligations con- 
ferred, on the part of the ohliger^ entirely releafes 
the perfon obliged. As therefore you and your 
wife have been pleafed fo frequently to fet forth 
the fervices you have done me, and have fet 
them forth in a much ftronger lights than truth 
will warrant, I hope you will henceforth con- 
clude me free of all debt, and not at all liable 
to the odious charge, you lay againft me,— the 
Vol. IL I q.\\2i\^^ 



I 
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charge of ingratitude Yet this aQtwithft^n4i- 
Ing, allow me to gdd» tb^t I ihall always be 
ready to do you or ypars any agreeable fcrvice j 
and I dare fay, upon reflexion you will be per- 
fuaded, that you have^ top r^fljy expe<Jted ^^ 
ilaviih att^hment of a man's whole life» for 
fome few benefits conferred, which a generous 
fnind would foprn ta mention," 

** There, fi^id Mr. Hajiy^ when I had read 
the letter — There's an ungrateful fellow ! Did 
you ever read tjie like ? WJiy, Sir, J fayed thi? 
man from perdition; I raifed hioi frQni tb^ 
dunghill \ I gave; him br^ad to eats and ngw t^ 
is grown great, fee his bafetvsis." Sgft, Qiy 
dear Sir,, quoth 1 5 you know I zxa no ftranger 
to Mfi Ladmell, or his charafter. Ypu know 
too, that I havQ often heard of your friendihip 
to him^ as well fron> him as yourfelf. I never 
heard him exprefs hjmfelf concerning you without 
refpe£t \ I have often heard you, in cpol cpnyer- 
fation, advance as qiuqh as you ha^ve don^ npw. 
And permit me to fay, it is top much by far j jpay, 
if it werq not, if it were ftriftly true^it do^h npt 
become you to fay it.. li<et others fpe^ it tP 
your praife. On your fvcle;^ it appears with a 
very ill gr^ce." 

** What tl\et), faid Mrs. Ha/Iy, are you too 
an advocate for Ip^ratitude ?" God forbid. Ma* 
d^nr,, replied I ; I deteft the crinie.' But fufFef 
me to afl;, what you mean by Ingratitude,^' 

•* ^lcan, 
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^' Mean, quoth my fnsndry there's no netd for 
her to explain that ; all tiie world kncrws what 
is Qieant bjr Ingratitude ) and aH the woifd is 
agreed to hate the man^ who is gttiltjr of it ; 
and rU take care, that LodmelPs. behairiovr iiall 

• be no fccret."— " Oh, Sir, faid I, you arc 
warm ; or yoii would foon fee, th^t Rejenimeni^ 

. Pajfififi^ and Pridty are crimes as well as Ingfa- 
titude. But pray, be cool a Utde ; and onif 
tell me. Do you think a bene& conteml, can 
never be equalled by any retum f Or do 3Fefu 
coniceive benefits inunortal, and acknowiedg<* 
ments endlefii ? There^ certainly is an adequate 
return for many, for general favoura ; and that 
made, we conceive the balance equal. For 
example, you have lent me, in a time of di* 
ibefs^ a thoufand po«n<k, for which I hasve 
paid you five per cent, and at length have re^^ 
turned the whole money, with grateful thanks 
and acknowledgments to you ; and with a mind 
wrll difpo&d to do any thing in my power, that 
ihay ferve or oblige you. Can it be fiud, that I 
am wanting in gratitwk?*^ *^ DcmbtlefsnO) re- 
plied Hqfiy ; but how diiFereni; is LadmeWs be- 
haviour?" '^ Suffer me^ Sir, faid I, topraceed: 
—•Should the man, who Hjith done ma this fa-* 
vour, proclaim it improperly, and let the world 
know, as far as he is able, that he hath faved 
me from poverty and ruin ; (though this he ftr 
from the truth) ihould he, thus infinuate mj^ 
I 2 eterival 
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eternal obligations to him, and moreover cxpe& 
me to pay the moft humble court to him ; let 
reafon anfwer, whether I (hould not be juftifi- 
able in the fight of God and man, if I con- 
ceived my debt amply difcharged, and myfelf 
fully acquitted from all obligation." '' Sir, faid 
, Mrs. Ha/ijij I am forry to hear you plead in fo 
bad. a caufe ; I thought you efpecially wouMhave 
never undertaken the defence of fuch a wretch 
Z!^ Ifiodmell} nor have fpoken againft fo amiable 
^ vittMt A^ gratitude. . 

" *V Madam, replied I, I have only to fay, that 
with ^U .mankind I agree in admiring and rever- 
ing gratitude : nor would I have any connec- 
tions with, or regard for the man, who is in- 
fenilble to its charms, and injurious to hia be- 
• nefadlor. Nay, I would fubfcribe to Mr. Dry- 
derCs fine, lines on this fubjefl: : 

Take ajg^ray this (gratitude :) 
Why then 110 bond is left on human kind ; 
Diftrufts,. deba^tes, immortal ftrifes enfue 5 
Children may • murder parents, wives their 
. , . huftandsj '^^ 

AH muft.be rapine, wars and defolation, 
: When rtruft and gratitude no longer Innd. 

But thoM thus reverence gratitude, I cannot 

eafily believe all thofe ungrateful^ whom their 

. benefa(^off call ,fo : Men are apt to conceive too 

. ) high 
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high an opinion of the benefits they confer : 
they view them in too ftrong a light ; and cx- 
pe6t more in return, than reafon or-juflice will 
warrant. This is peculiarly the cafe with little 
minds ; and moft unhappy is that man, who is 
under the neceflity of receiving favours from 
fuch. A whole life of gratitude is not fufE- 
cient to retura their obligations; which, in 
the general, infolence and contempt fully cancel." 
The great mind, as it finds the moft fatisfaAory. « 
delight in obliging, is never hurt more, than 1 
when its kindnefTes are repeatedly mentioned ; it 
enjoys greater pleafure from the noble refled:ion 
on the good it does, than from the felfifli pride 
of the return it receives. And he who is fo fortu- 
nate as to have favours conferred by men of 
fucb minds, will never fail in gratitude \ fot he 
will never meet with *Oaiuty znA infolmcey zxii 
vanity and infolence are the bane of gratitude" 
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NUMBER LXV. 

And 9nef«dftfltf mthefy tbmns her fame. 

&0W£. 

7i <*r Visitor. 
SIR, 

THOUGH tli€ moH M^ptUhft deRghts, 

tin: Fftir ftx^ it it AM «dtt&in that we often iattA 
their duNraAers^ wMi tfifrefpefti ftnd ceitftiit 
tbem^hh a fcfcrity, which #fir own cMifeft 
wU iky no ineMS jnfttfy, AHtiap§ thst ^eeu* 
Il:ir delicacy, witii whick we cdticeife the fc^» 
nude virtite is to be pieferted, and that unfor- 
giving aiifti^itjr, wMi wMch we look upon their 
once blafted reputation, may arife from a fenfe 
of the fuperior fatisfadions they aiFord ; from 
a confeffion of the excellence and utility of 
their amiable and tender endearments. Con- 
fcious how neceflary their afFe6iionate and plea- 
fing fociety is to fofcen the rough journey of 
life ; we are jealous of the minuteft ftain, which 
may lellen them in our efteem, and deprive us 
of the comforts flowing from their virtuous 
friendftiip. — This however is the beft apology, 
whether true c^ falfe, thitt we can offer to the 

fair 
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fair feXj fot ddnd^thiiing fo grofly liberties in 
them which W^ OUffelvcs indulge fo licentioufly, 
1 dd not meifl, oh afty account, to plead for 
fath liberiiei on their fide; virtue is the diilin* 
gulfhing exeeltenee ot a Womah ; and /he, who 
can live eafy, under the loft Ct It, deferves as 
little eftimatiOft as (he will find. But while we 
thiHJt ourfihis above ccftfuf e, and perhaps without 
bhmij ih otlf content purfuit of unlawful plea- 
fures, and in our cdHtinued gratification of fen- 
fual ^petifes, fkdt we either condemn to eVer- 
lalHng Infamy the todmatty who (by what itieans • 
I enquire not) tiath unhappily made a falfe flep, 
and been fubdued by that paffion, whofe ftrength 
and univerfality ought much to alleviate its 
gtttlt (at leaft in our judgment} ? or £halt we 
fuppofe^ ^at fhe, t^o hath onee been led into 
the path <>f evil, U fo much, fo totally cor- 
rupted, ^ to have no fingle ray of virtue yet 
remaining in her mind, to enlighten her in her 
return, and to thtvif her the foulnefs of indulg- 
ed vice f — Ic were to be Wiflied, that the men 
vMo judge thus, would inform us, tn what par- 
ticulars they fuppofe iS^t femali mind to differ 
from their own \ and upon what principles they 
conclude that the ivomm have lefs fenfibxlity, ge« 
nerofity, refolution, and virtue than the men. 
For my part, I verily believe, if the matter were 
bfou^t to the teft, and examples qvl either fide 
I 4 pro- 
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produced, it would perplex the moft fagacious 
lawyer to make an equitable decifion. 

I know, that the men are very fond of be- 
lieving that the fofter fex are more prone to 
love )— fliall I fay, more /►r^^if/, than their own: 
the men of pleafure, who converfe with the mi- 
fcrable part of the fex, may believe this; the 
men of virtue, who are happy in their acquain- 
tance with women of a different fort, will uni- 
verfally proclaim the contrary. And let me ob- 
ferve, that the man of pleafure is no adequate 
judge; fince the profittute for ^ hire is compelled 
to an affectation of luft, which poffibly, her heart 
at the fame time abhors ; a heart, which often 
is compelled to affume the greateft gaiety when 
oppreft with the deepeft diftrefs. — But fuppofing 
the paflion equally ftrong on both fides, fliall * 
the man find no taint on his reputation, no pre- 
judice in his connexions, frpm an acknowledg- 
ed and continual gratification of his defires ; and 
fhall the woman, (to enflame whofe afFeclions 
pofTibly all methods have been ufed) (hall fhe 
be the conflant mark of unforgiving reproach ^ 
jand never be allowed to recover her char after 
by a feries of the mofl'blamdefs conduft ? fure- 
ly we aft here not only with gre^t inconfifl- 
cnce, but with a cruelty ill-becoming our mu- 
tual humanity. .. , 

However, the lovely part of the creation, whofe 
caufe we thus far have undertaken to plead, 

may 
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may and ought to learn one lefTon^ and that of 
high importance, under the prefent circumftan- 
ces : Which is, " that fince fo fatal, and almoft 
irremediable, is the lofs of reputation, they can 
never be too careful of their conduQ, or too de- 
licate in their behaviour. They fliould con- 
fider, that with their virtue, they will lofe all 
things valuable ; and therefore fhould arm them- 
felves againft the foftneiles of nature, and the 
artifices of feduflion. While they remember, 
that not only the prefervation of virtue, but the 
appearance too, is always neceffary. Many wo- 
men, truly virtuous, lofe their reputation, by 
not attending fufficiently to thofe appearances^ 
which their own innocence leads them to efteem 
indifferent ; but which the feverity of cenfure 
will conftrue into criminal." 

To ihew us, that a woman is capable of 
the higheft virtue^ who hath unhappily wander- 
ed from the fair and happy path ; as well as to 
teach us more lenity to the fex, and to infpire 
us with defires to forward every fcheme calcu- 
lated to aid the reformation of the more wretched 
amojngft them j I fhall conclude with an account 
of the behaviour of Madam de la Falters, the firft 
miftrefs of Lewis the XlVth. " His connec- 
tion (Lewises), fays my hiftorian, with Madam 
de la Valiere, always continued, notwithftand- 
ing the frequetnt infidelities he was guilty of, 
Thefe infidelities coft him but little trouble ; 
I 5 ' iirul 
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and he always returned to her^ who by her en* 
gaging converfation nnd fweetnefs of temper, by 
an undtflembled love, and even by the force of 
habit, had made herfelf miftref^ of hi» heart, 
without the help of artifice. But in the year 
1669, ihe perceived that Madam de AfMe^anhzd 
gained the afcendant i (he oppofed her with her 
iifual foftnefs, and fupported a long time, almoft 
without complaint, the mortification of feeing 
her rivers triumph. She thought herfelf happy 
in her misfortune, as (he was (till treated with 
rcfpe^l by the King, whom (he continued to 
love^ and (lill enjoyed his prefence, though (he 
Was no longer beloved by him. 

At length, in 1675, (he had recourfe to the 
laft relief of tender minds, which are not fub- 
dued but by profound refledllons. She thought 
that the hearty which had been engaged by her 
lover, ought henceforth to be dedicated only to 
heaven. Her eonverfion was as eminent as her 
fondnefs : She turned Carmelite at Paris j and 
fteadily continued to wear a hair-cloth, to walk 
barefoot, to faft with great feverity, and to (ing 
whole nights- in the choir ; all which was borne 
without (hrinking, by the delicacy of a woman 
(then in the pride of beauty) who had long 
lived in much fplendor, luxury and pleafure. 
In thefe au(terities (he; continued from 1675, to 
17 10, under the name of fifter Louifa de la 
Mifericorde, — A King who (hould punifh the 

moffr 
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moft atrocious criminal in tkis manner, would 
be guilty of tyranny; yet many women have vo« 
luntarily fentmced themiclves to this punifli-* 
mcnt for the crime of love. There are few in* 
fiances of politicians, who have taken this ri« 
gorous courfe, and yet jthe crimes of ftate feem 
to require greater expiations than the weaknefies 
of love. — ^I will only add, that when fhe was 
told of the death of the Duke de Vermandois^ 
whom (he had by the King, fhe faid, / htm tm- 
fm to kmunt bis Hrthy mon than his death** 

lam. Sir, 
Your moft obedient ktnnL 
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. . Si mo Hides, 

WHEN I walk along my garden, and fee 
the trees late fo blooming and verdant, 
now divefted of their honours, and naked of 
thofe leaves which lie withering on the ground ; 
it reminds me of the tranfitory ftate of mortals, 
and the Qeeting^ fucceilion of all things below. 
Nor can I help looking upon my fellow crea- 
tures, without melanchoUy concern j when full 
of thefe thoughts I exchange the fweets of re- 
tirement for the bufy fcenes of this populous 
city. Thronged with multitudes innumerable 
as the leaves upon a flourifliing tree, not one of 
it;i prefent inhabitants fhall in a few years re- 
main i every individual muft fall, as a leaf; 
when a new generation fhall fpring forth j oc- 
cupy their places ; be bufied for a while in the 
fame manner ; and then fade away, like their 
forefathers, and leave their places and poffef- 
fions to others ! important as we may think our- 
fejves,, nothing in naturCswiU witnefs our depar- 
ture ; every thing in life will proceed in its 
ufual channel. A little, very little time, will 

wipe 
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wipe us entirely fram the tables of hinnan me- 
mory : and the ftreets, which wc now crowd fo 
bufily, will not be lefs thronged for our abfence. 
, What an important leflbn fhould this reflec- 
tion teach us j and how much ought it to di- 
minifli, in our efteem, the tranfitory purfuits 
and poffeflions of this prefent world ! But when 
we confider further, that as foon as this pafling 
moment of life is done, an immortality awaits 
us, when eternal good or evil muft be the con- 
fequence of our good or evil condudl in this 
life J how abfurd, as well as criminal, does it 
fender the aftions of thofe, who, with unwea- 
ried anxiety, labour to gratify their worlcfly or 
fenfual paflions ! there is a beautiful paflage in 
the PfaJms, which, under the fineft image, fets 
to view the folly of fuch behaviour. " / wy- 
felfy fays the fac'red writer, have feen the ungodly 
in great power^ and flourijhing like a green bay^ 
trk. I went by — and lo ! he was gone ! — / 
fought hiniy but his place could no where be found. 
Nothing can be imagined more pifturefque, ner- • 
vous aid expreflive: nor can any moral be drawn 
with greater beauty aftd prdpriety, than that in 
the following verfe — K^ep innocency^ and take 
heed -to the thing which is right j for that Jhall 
bring a man peace at the laji. 

This allu(i(m of human honours, and human 
Kfe, to trees, leaves, &c. is familiar witfc our bcft 
poets s die fpeecb ^ which Shakrfftar p«its into the 

mouth 
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mouth of Cardinal IVo^ey^ on hb fall, is parti-* 
cularljr excellent ; 

This is the ftate of man ; to-day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope; to-morrow bloflbms. 
And bears his blafhing honours, thick upon htm; 
The third day comes a froft, a killing froft— 
And when he thinks, good eafy man, full furely 
His greatnefs is a ripening, nips his root. 
And then he falls as I do ! 

But the moft famous fimile of this fort, is 
that of Horner^ in the (peech of Glaucus^ Iliad, 
B. VI. V. 1 8 1, which I give my reader in Mn 
Pope's tranflation. 

What, or frcwn whence I am, or who rtiy fire, 
(Reply'd the chief) can Tydms* fon enquire ? 
Like leaves on trees, the race of man is founds 
Now green in youth, now with'ring on the 

ground ; 
Another race the following fpring fupplies. 
They fall fucccffive, and fucceifive rife ; 
So generations in their courie decay. 
So flouriftx thefe, when thofe ace paft away. 

Upon which piUS^ Mr. P9p4 oMenrca,. " That 
Ihere is^a noble g/cavity, in the bcgMumg of this 
fSPf^ of Qkmm^ acporiyiAg to th« ttm fiik qH 

antiquity. 
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antiquity, few and evil are our days. Tliis beau* 
tiful thought of our author, whereby the race of 
men are compared to the leaves of trees, is ce- 
lebrated by Simonidesj in a fine fragment, extai>C 
in Stohaus. The fame thought may be found iff 
Eakjiaftieus c. xiv. v. i8. almoft in the fame 
words. As of the green leaves on a thick tree^ fame 
fall and fome grow ; fo is the generation of flejb 
and bloody one cometh to an end^ and another is horn. 
^-^Homery in this paflTage, has imitated an anci- 
ent poet, Mufaus^ the following fragment from 
whom Clemens Alexandrinus in the 6th book of 
his Stromata has preferved. 

AAX« IMV if yLiKinOlf ATTO^QlVV, AhKA <f i f C/i/> 

Cii /< y.Ai AV^^oyKv yinn kai ^vkkov iKiooiu 

Which is fo fimilar to Homer, that there is iio» 
need to tranflate it.— 

Though this comparifon be juftly admired 
for its beauty in this obvious application to 
the mortality and fuccefUon of human life; 
it Teems, however, defigned by thq poet (in 
this place) as a proper emblem of the tranfi- 
tory ftate, not of men but of families j which 
1>ei|ig by their misfortunes, or follies, fallen 
and decayed, do again, in a happier feafon^' 
Hevive and fiourifh in die fame and virtues of 
their pofterity. And in this view it hath an 
additional beauty. 



x54 THE VISITOR. N° 66.- 

Homer is fo fond of this allufion, that he ap- 
plies it again in his zift Book, v. 537 ; and in- 
deed the thought is at once fo natural and juft, 
that one cannot wonder it fhould recur to a mo- 
ralifing mind : and perhaps, on that accouiit, 
we may confider each of the p.affages produced, 
rather as originals^ than imitations ; fmce nothing 
18 more common, than for the fame thought 
(efpecially \i juft and natural) to occur to diffe- 
rent minds ; and it feems not agreeable to criti- 
cal equity^ to give him, who hath the right of 
iirft pofleflion, the whole merit of every fuccef- 
for. The laft mentioned paffage in Homer runs 
thus : 

For what are men ? Calamitous by birth. 
They owe their life and nourifliment to earth ; 
Likeyearly leaves, that now, with beauty crown'd, 
Smile on the fun \ now wither on the ground. 

I will conclude this paper and thefe quotati- 
ons, with a tranflation of the fine fragment of 
SimmideSy mentioned above, of which I have 
given a line for my motto, and which contains 
fuch good inftruftion, as I would wiih to leave 
on the mind of my readers. 

Wife was the Chian^ when he faid, to (hew 
The inftability of men below i 

*«Ah! 
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" Ah ! what a wond'rous likcnefs may we trace 
Between the falling leaves, and mortal race ! '* 
Yet, yet how few the folemn truth receive ! 
Vain in purfuit, and high in hope they live ; 
A thoufand fruitlefs fchemes their thoughts 

engage, 
Alike forgetful, or of death or age ; 
Toiling, while health and ftrength their powVs 

fupply. 
With bufy, reftlefs, fond anxiety ! 
Ah fools and vain ! and-will they not be wife? 
Nor know, that youth's fair flower foon fades 

and dies ; , 
And life's quicj: moment, like a (huttlc flies ! 
But^hou, my friend, a better leflbn learn. 
And hence inftruSed, mind thy great concern; 
To virtue's generous afts thy foul apply, 
Ip good more a£Uve, — . as fo foon to die 1 
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Lddiis fupreme amwg amujenunu reign^ 
By naturi born /« footh» atul entertain : 
neir prudence in a fiare of foliy liesi 
Why ^iti thiy he fo iV6ak» ai U be Wife f 

MISS h\imA^ekir*% moft refpeAful com- 
pliments to the fj/ftif .^flie h^ a grestt 
many apologies to make for Jier long filencej^. 
bat h«^ no manner of doubt, that a gentle* 
man of Mr. CanHdH potitendlk i^ill rearftljr par- 
don her, when ihe unfold's to him the lm« 
menfity of reaibn^ and caufes, vt^lch have en- 
grofled her attention, and tendered It mondly 
impoffible and impra^icable for her to think of 
the Ledger^ the Fifitor^ and indeed of any thing 
refpe^ng the city. — • One word in your ear, 
dear Sir, before I enter upon apologies, or any 
fort of bufinefs,-— I am going to be married! Is 
not that of 4tfelf reafon fufficient for my total 
negleft of you ? For what, do you think, I 
wrote to you— for what do you think I took 
upon me the office of a publilc author in your 
paper ? -— for what do you think I attended the. 
city-^aflembly—-— (pardon me, the metropolitan 
iaU)'0m.{ox what does your wifdom fuppofe, good 



1 



K-67. THE VISITOR. 187 

Vif. — that 1 fet up the feeking aflembly, and 
took upon me the trouble of conducting the 
whole affair. — 5pr what do you think I vifited 
Tunbrulgij Brightbein/fofUy &c. &c. this laft futn«' 
mer? Why, furely yourfagabity is not puzzled 
—Dear creature, I'll be frank with you ; it was 
all for what I have— -(I hope I have) -~ got 
pretty fure,*^ thank the Gods and GodeflTes, £<- 
Sma hath not fought in vain ! 

Well, but what a prodigious variety of events 
have happened, fince I wrote to you laft ! — His 
Majefty ! why, to be fure, he was an excellent 
King ! poor man ! I am moft immoderatefy <9rh- 
umed for his death ! and I am fo £xcej[fpuefy gbd^ 
that we have fuch a fweet young King.*^— Do you 
know, that I had the honour of a kifs from his 
charming lips, there, that Sunday ! > I was at 
court, you muft know : and he kiffed us all 2 
For my part, I thought, I could have very well 
difpenfed with all his kiffes myfdf. — But what 
of that, Mr. Vtjkory — I think, I remember, my 
favourite Voltmn fomewhere fays, that there was 
not a Lady in Prance, that could or would have 
rcfiftcd Liwis the Fourteenth. I have been reading 
his ** Age of Lewis the Fourteenth^* you muft 
know, this fummer : What a heavenly creature 
that Lewii was in his younger days! well, I 
profefs., th^t 1 am an immenfe advocate for 

a French Court* ^ I love French things 

profoundly ! There is fuch an amazing polite- 

ncfs ! 



i88 THE VISITOR. N;>.67. 

nefs ! Your Englifli are nothing to them; the 
Irtjh gentlemen^ to be fure coAie the neareft to 
them — But what of that ? You would not con- 
clude, I hope, from thence, that I am going to 
marry a gentleman of Ireland ? But fuppofe I 
was; — pray, where is the difference ? Have 
you not heard that gallant fong which the dear 
roy ar volunteer Sy'^ who are gone on this great ex- 
pedition — Oh, my heart is with them ! they are 
fome of the fineft gentlemen in the univerfal 
(yftem of nature: — Every body fays fo — ^^But. 
their fong, " Scotch, Englifli, Welch, Irifli, 
are one, are one^ &c.'* That^s the chorus ; how 
my heart beat, when I heard fome of them 
fmg it! — and amongft the reft my dear Sir,, 
the handfomeft, fineft man in the world — 
Lady C— — , who is dead and gone — Poor 
foul, how happy would it have been, if flie had 
b^ut lived a year or two longer— Why, ftie faid, 
that he was as handfome for a man, as flie for a 
woman ; and, befides, he's a man of fpirit, the 

very firft that went upon the French coaft, 

when Sir John M — — would not, or could not 
go — I don't, know which ; I don't underftand 
politics — Lord blefs me, Mr, Vifitor^ but I muft 
put in a word about them, — ^why, my dear papa 
talks and thinks of nothing elfe : politics for break- 
faft, politics for dinner, politics at tea, politics 
for fupper — politics: in the city, politics in ^he 

country^ 
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country, polities afleep, politics aw^ke; — nothing 
but politics;— and there's a book that I have been 
obliged to read to him ; all the world reads it ; I 
heartily wifli the author had been better employed. 
It has coft me no fmall trouble with him and his 
German war. — What has the King of Pruflia, 
(a man that I would go a thoufand miles to fee) 
what has he done to this conftderate gentleman, 
that he muft pick fo many holes in his coat? 
What care I, whether he's a Paptjl or Protejiantj 
a Deiji or an Atheijl\ whether he builds churches 
for Roman Catholics or Calvinifts \ who is fo 
narrow-fpirited as to car© for .that political ftalk- 
ing-horfe, religion? He's a great man to be fure,* 
and we do well to give him alt the money we 
can ; what's a million of money to Engliflimen*? 
and what does the man talk of his doing us good 
— why, to be fure, he never can do us good": 
But he's too fweet natured a man ever to do any 
woman amongft us any hurt. Fie upon this wri- 
ter ! fie upon him ! I am quite afhamed of the 
poor creature. . 

But— - ** angels and minifters of grace* defend 
us " — whither am I running ! well", to be fur6, 
I have fuch a pen ! I never write lefs than two 
fhcets, full on all fides, to any of my common 
acquaintance ; and I affure you I have near four 
and twenty fheets written at different times, re- 
fpedling^myfelf, and the tranfiidtions of this laft 
fummer, which I propofe to fend you^ and you 

may 
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may fend it, if yw will, to your fiiend Mr* 
Mof^JheitSy suid make a book of it -« Til anfwer 
for it, it will fell ; -«But tbat'$ not the point •<- 
I'll tell you then. As to the SfiUHg-^Jmify^ 
you may remember^ I fent you word, that they 
chofe me Queen i I fent you a copy of my 
fpee^bi much admiTed it was; every thing went 
on very wellj S^fhn in abundance oftWed^ 
their various wants were regiftered, '— and there 
wa$ an appearance^ of amazing good confequea- 
ces from this inftitution of c^urs : --- It does not 
re<|uire the penetration of a Lord Chancellor ^ 
a Minifter of ftate tp find out, what waa moft 
generally enquired aftejr by ^e ladies of our af- 
fembly -^ To be open, Hi^fbuud^ were the prin- 
cipal want V proper huibands^ xs^ti of tafte and - 
fpirit — I bate your hum-»drum, fee-iaw, ftay- 
at-bpqie9 pnidcnce-faced things ? give me a man 
of gallantry } never entertain a thought, Mr. 
Viiitor-- but xa% admirer is fuch a one* There 
was a wrinkled old maid, who had pafied her 
grand clima&eric, and was very ilck for a huf- 
Vand : Ihe entered •r" (he vinmld etttex berfelf 
amOQgft us «^ and ihe ipoiled all -^ but I can't 
fiay at pvefent to tejl you all about that j I will 
write in a few ds^s agai|i | -^ I muft ha^n to 
more important masters. 

My papa WPU14 needs go to Tuf^ri4g4 s I 
could Mtoty^i Uwd ipy fprc-JKi^iiig* i fomc 

lipoma 
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v^^ Qfpecisi}/ of a very promiilng nature | 

thither accordingly we went ! I bad nof 

there long, beipre the particular ztt^a^ 

of the PiQft agreeable nwn by a thour 

, thoufand tinaes, was cQuferrod upon me* 

)h, if I was to teli you all — but bleft 

I h^ar hi^ chariot at the door ! fa adieu^ 

VifitQr : I am in an aftoniibing flurry, 

fou fhall b^ar mor© indeed very foon; 

- after bur hll depend upen it ^ dpu't you 

iv, that to-m^rrpw is our iirft Mf at the 

hiinti affimblyt ! we ihall baiie exceeding good 

pany, V\\ tell you aa a fecret,, iw^ntyy tbi^^ 

forty guineas have been ofiereJ for an annual 

et ! but in vain ! -** what a great character 

affembly has.— By the way, papa has juft 

m a hundred guineas for a room for us to fee 

coronation* — ^You ihall bear of it b© aftred ! 

it is a monftrous thing this mourning; it 

grines one" to death ! pofitivcly I hate thefe 

arable fables ! If it was not for a little white 

ye^ and Italian gauze, one flbould be quite 

of one*s fenfes ! I love every thing Italian / 

fc not you a vaft idea of that people i I fing 

hing but Italian. That charming fong, Voi 

ante^ how I die with rapture when I hear it ! 

[luifite, delightful Giardiniy — ^what afavifiiing 

ce, what a creature that is ! I would give the 

rid to underftand the language, it is fo foft 

i ^iicpc^flive : It is faid to be the only fit lan- 

I guagc 
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guage for love. — ^Well, but ftill I ramble : You 
muft know, we (hall be extremely crowded. — 
But have you heard of \he affair at the other 

end of the town ? — At C e Houfe ? You fee, 

the great folks there have followed our example. 
But fure never was fuch an aflembly ! Stars and 
Garters, Dukes and DuchelTes innumerable. I 
fliall inevitably die, if I think of it : human 
nature can't fupport it. — And befides, Mr. Maf-^ 
namara calls loudly for me.— Reft aiTured that 
you ihall hear foon again, if I don't take a little 
trip to Scotland ; which, entri nous^ I fhould 
like immcnfely. Adieu. 



Wcdnfday Evening. 

S. S. 



NU M. 
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NUMBER LXVIII. 

God madi thee f^feB^ not immutable \ 

And good be made thee^ but to per/ever e 

Hi lift it in thyp9W*ri ordain d thy ivill 

By nature ftree^ not over-ruTd by fati 

Inextricable^ orfiriS necejfity ; 

Our voluntary fervice He requires^ 

Not our necejptated: fuch ijuitb Him 

Finds no acceptance^ nor can find : /or bona 

Can bearts^ not free^ be try*d^ ^wbetber tbey ferve 

Willing or no ; 'wbo <iAnll but lubat tbey mufi 

By deftiny^ and can no otber cboofeP 

Parad. Loft. B. V. 

SIR, 

OF all the extravagant opinions which have 
been invented and propagated amongft 
mankind, there is perhaps fcarce any one of a 
more pernicious nature than that which would 
reduce them to the condition of mere machines, 
by denying them to be invefted with a power of 
fclf-de termination. A notion at firft, fet on 
foot by fome philofophers under the name of 
fati\ which, tho' fufficiently and often explo- 
ded, has been revived again with little other al- 
teration than that of a name, by the Predejlirui' 
rianij of farmer and latter times. 

V0L.U. K The 
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The fubftance of what thefe latter affirm is, 
** that in confequence of the fall of our firft 
parents, all tnankind «re entirely dtrefted of all 
power to do any adion, properly good ; and 
have no other liberty but to will evil only (as 
they phrafe.it) and that in this condition they 
muft inevitably remain, a few cbofen ones only 
excepted ; who, by virtue of an irreji/iihle itn- 
pulfe of God's holy fpirit, are fo a(9bed up6n, 
as to make them walk in the ways of righte- 
cufnefs." An Opinion utterly deftruftive 6f all 
religion ^nd virtue ; which puts mankind not 
on a level only, but even fmks them far below' 
the beafti th« perifh : it being ^!dent, that if 
this account be true, they are of all creatures 
in this lower world, by far the moft miferable. 

Could it have been poffible to have reafoned a 
priori^ one (hould doubtlefs have pronounced, 
that what ever ftrangc opinions m^t liappeft To 
take place amongft the hudian ^cies condemn- 
ing other articles, they would always have en* 
Pertained proper fentiments with regard to hit- 
45nan liberty ; as perhaps there is no inftance in 
which the condud of mankind appears fo mani^ 
feftly abfurd and inconfiftent, as In reipedl: td 
this particular. For to hear perfons difcouriing 
very gravely concerning virtue and vice, reli- 
gion and piety, rewards and punifhments 5 to 
i&bferve them perpetually cenfuring and con- 
demning each other ; declaring, this perfon de- 
4 ferves 
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ferves this thing, another that ; and, in almoft 
tbe fame breath, declaiming 2l%z\vA freedom of 
wiU% — ^what is inconfiftency and felf-contradic- 
tion if rfiis be not? — It is evident that \h free^ 
4om cfwiU^ and chat only, which can make 
any one an accountable Being, and render him 
. capable of thefe things ; and without this, virtue 
and vioe^ religion and piety, xewards and pu- 
fiifhments are mere fminds ; downright chime-- 
ras which neither have, nor can have any exif- 
tence but in a diftcmper'd imagination only. 

But the miftakes of tbefe perfons can never 
alter the nature of things ; and whatever ^hey 
may affirm, there is no truth more incontefti* 
bly certain, than that the human fpecies are en- 
dowed with a power of felf- determination. I 
enter not here on the queftion, whether thisi 
power (where religion is concerned). is derived 
from nature or grace ; that belongs to another 
fubjeft ; but only defign to {hew, that fuch a 
power they really have, which may be proved 
by a variety of arguments. 

The nature of man in the firft place, as a 
reafonable creature, proves this : the idea of ra- 
tionality necefikrily inferring that of liberty : there 
being no reafon afEgnable why be (hould be en* 
dowed with the knowledge of moral good and 
evil, xinlefs it be that he might praftice the one 
and avoid the other. 

K 2 $econd« 
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Secondly, The fame thing is farther evident, 
from that felf-approving and felf- condemning 
power in man, called confcience 5 which it is cer- 
tain can anfwer no tnA at all, if he is not en- 
dowed with freedom of will, unlefs that of a 
deceiver and tormentor : for why am I approv- 
ed and commended, why am I accufed and dif- 
quieted in v^in, for that which I can no more 
prevent, if I have no liberty, than I can the 
circulation of my blood and the pulfation of 
my heart ? it is manifeft there can be no ground 
for felf-approbation or felf-accufation, where 
there is no voluntary aftion : formal well or 
evil doing in fuch a cafe being utterly impof- 
fible. 

A farther proof of this particular, arifes from 
the coniideration of the human fpecies, as fub- 
jefts of religion ; which it is on all hands al- 
lowed they are ; now it muft be obvious, that 
unlefs man is z, moral agent, religion with him 
can never have any, even the leaft exiftence. 
For what is religion, but vaiuntary homage and 
obedience to the great Creator; take away 
liberty, and the religion of mankind and that 
of the brute creation, nay and even of clocks 
and watches, muft ftand entirely on the fame 
foot. 

But among various arguments which may be 
brought in fupport of this truth, there is none 
jnote convincing than that which may be drawn 

from 
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from certain matter of fa£l: ; namely, the 
confcioufnefs which every individual poflefies 
of a power of felf- determination in his own 
breaft : for that there is fuch a confcioufnefs, is 
evident from hence, that all mankind, of jtheir 
own accord, fuppofe not only their own, but 
the a£kions of others alfo, to be the voluntary 
productions of thejr own minds ; hence both 
themfelves and others become almoft continual- 
ly the fubjefts either of commendation or cen- 
fure : a thing utterly unaccountable on any other 
fuppofition, than that of a confcioufnefs of li- 
berty. For however they might be fuppofed, 
from a principle of pride, to claim the honour 
of doing good acSlions to their own perfons, yet 
^at can never be the cafe with refpeft to other?; 
whom neverth^efs we find them no lefs ready 
to commend on certain oCcafipns than them- 
felves; and witK regard ta.thofe a<S):ions, which 
are evil, though they might either from the 
forementioned principle or refentment only, af- 
cribe them to other perfons j it is manifeft that 
this*cannot be the motive on which they place 
them to their own accounts : and that they do 
thus place them, is evident, fince it is for that 
reafon, and that only, that they are often very 
uneafy ; and fometimes to fuch a degree, as to 
be an infupportable burden even to themfelves. 

Thus a confcioufnefs of liberty is manifeft : 

and certainly an infinitely wife and good being 

K 3 would 
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would never endow any creature with an a4^inl 
confcioufnefs of a power, which he really has 
not^ indeed the thing is impoffible in itfelf ; aa 
adlual perception neceflarily implying the real 
exiftence of the thing perceived. 

Thus from thefe confide rations alone it is fuf* 
ficiently apparent, that the human fpecies are 
really invefled with a power of felf->determina<- 
tion capable of chufing moral good, and refu*- 
fing evil. But for the farther eftablifliment of 
this important truth, I will beg leave to engage 
fome" future paper, when I will produce the aur 
thority of holy fcriptlire, together with that of 
the ancient fathers of the Cbriftiaa church : t 
few pafTages from each of which, together wbk 
fome obfervations, will, I hope, be fuffidtAt t# 
eftabliih this ftmdamental tenet* 

i am, SiTy 

T. 



Th^ i 
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The Bee, the Akt> and the Sparrow. 

A F A B L E. 

Addrefs'd to Mifs Phoebe and Kitty C «, at 

Boarding-fchool. 

MY dears, *tis faid, m days of old, 
That beafe could talk, and birds could 
fcold. 
But now it fecms th* human race 
Alone engrofs the fpeaker's place. 
Yet lately, if report be true, 
(And much the tale relates to you) 
There met a Sparrow, Ant, and Bee, 
Which reafon'd and conversed as w«. 

Who reads my page will doubtlefe granty 
That Phi^ the wife induftrious Ant. 
And all with half an ejre may fee. 
That Kitty Is the bufy Bee. 
Here than are two-^-but where's the third ? 
Go, fearch your School, you'll find the bird. 
Your fchool ! I alk your pardon, fair, 
I'm fure you'll fmA no Sparrow there. 

Now to my tale— .One Summer'^ morn 
A Bee rang'd o'er the verdaat lawn s 
Studious to hufband every hour. 
And make the moft of every flow'r. 
Nimble from ftalk to ftalk flic flies. 
And loads with yellow wax her thighs r 
With which the artifl builds her conob^ 
And keeps all tight and warm, at home. 

KI4, ^ 
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Or from the cowflip's golden bells 

Sucks honey to enrich her cells ; 

Or every tempting rofe purAies, 

Or fips the lilly*s fragrant dews ; 

Yet never robs the ihining bloom. 

Or of its beauty or perfume. 

Thus (he difcharg'd in every way 

The various duties of the day. 

It chanc'd a frugal Ant was near, 
AVhofe brow was wrinkled o'er by care, 
A great oeconomift was (he. 
Nor lefs laborious than the Bee ; 
By penfive parents often taught 
What ills arife from want of thought : 
That poverty on floth depends ; 
On poverty the lofs of friends. 
Hence every day the Ant is found 
With anxious ;fl:eps to tread the ground ; 
With curious fearch to trace -the grain. 
And drag the cumb'rotfs load with pain; 

The aftive Bee "with pleafure faw 
The Ant fulfil her parents law ; 
Ah! Sifter labourer, fays (he, #^ 
How very fortunate are we ! 
Who, taught in infancy to know 
The comforts which from labour flow. 
Are independent of the great. 
Nor know the wants of pride and ftate. 

Why is our food fo very fweet ? 
Becaufe^we earn before we eat. 
Why are our wants fo very few? 
Secaufe we nature's calls purtue. "VTViR-^oA 
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Whence our complacency of mind ? 

Becaufe we a£l our parts affign'd. 

Have we inceflant tafks to do f 

Is not all nature bufy too !. 

Doth not the fun with conftant pace, 

Perfift to run his annual race ? ♦ 

Do not the ftars which fhine fo bright. 

Renew their courfes every night ? 

Doth not the ox obedient bow 

His patient neck, and draw the plough f 

Or when did e'er the generous fteed 

With-hold his labour or his fpeed ? 

If you all nature's'fyftem fcan. 

The only idle thing is Man ! 

A wanton Sparrow long'd to hear 
Their fage difcourfe, and ftrait drew near* . 
The bird was talkative and loud^ 
And very pert and very proud. 
As worthlefs and as vain a thing 
Perhaps, as ever wore a wing. 
She found, as on a fpray fhe fat. 
The little, friends were deep in chat j 
That virtue was tlleir favourite theme. 
And toil and probity their fcheme : 
Such talk was hateful to her breaft^ 
She thought them errant prudes at beiL 
When, to difplay her haughty mind. 
Hunger with cruelty combin'd i 
She view'd the Ant with cruel eyes„ 
And hopt and hopt to fnatch her priae^- . 

Th<c.' 
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The Bee who wacch'd her opening bill. 

And guefsM her fell defign to kill ; 

A(k*d her from wkait her anger rofe. 

And why (he treated Ants as foes ? 

The Sparrow her reply began. 

And thus the converiktion ran* 

Whenever Pm difpo^d to dine, 
I think the whole creation mine : 
That Pm a bird of high degree. 
And every in{e& made for me. 
Hence oft I fearch the Emmet brood. 
For Emmets are delicious food ; 
And oft in wantonne(s and play, 
I flay ten thoufand in a day. 
For truth it is, without difguifc. 
That I love mifchief as my eyes. 

Oh ! fie, the honeft Bee reply'd, 
I fear you make bafe Mao your guide | 
Of every creature fure the wofft, 
Tho' in creation's fcale the firft ! 
Ungrateful man I *tis ftrange he thrives. 
Who burns the Bees to rob their hives f 
I hate his vile adminiftration, ' 
And fo do all the Emmet nation. 
What fatal foes to birds are men,^ 
i^ite to the Eagle from the Wren ! 
Oh ! do not men's example take. 
Who mifchief do for mifchiefs fake j 
But fpare the Ant — Her worth demands 
Eileem and friendibip at your bands. 
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A mind with every virtue Weft 
Muft raife compaffion in your breaft. 

Virtue I rejoin'd the fneering bird,' 
Where did you 'learn that gothic word ? 
Since I was hatch'd I never heard 
That virtiie was at all revered. 
But fay it was the ancients' claim. 
Yet moderns diftvow the name. 
Unlefs, my dear, yoa read romances, 
I cannot reconcile your fancies. 
Virtue in fairy tales is feen 
To play the goddefs or the queen. 
But what's a queen without the powV, 
Or beauty, child, without a dow'r ? 
Yet this is all that virtue brags i 
At beft 'tis only worth in rags ; 
Such whims my very heart derides; 
Indeed you make me burft my fides. " 
Truft me, Mifs Bee, to fpeak the truth, 
I've copied men from earlieft youth. 
The fame our tafte, the fame our fchool, 
Paflion and -appetite our rule. 
And call me bird, or call me finner,, 
I'll ne'er forego my fport or dinner, 

A prowling Cat the mifcreant fpies. 
And wide expands her amber eyes. 
Near and more nejar Grimalkin draws. 
She wags her tail, protends her paws : 
Then fpringing on her thougbtlefs prey. 
She bore the vicious bird away, 

K 6 Tbui 
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7lus> in her cuelty and pride. 
The wicked, wanton Sparrow dy'd. 

N. 



NUMBER LXDf. 



'Iftgrati, ke bad of mi 



Jllhe louid bavii I made him juft and right. 

Sufficient to have Jlood^ tho* free to fall : 

Such I created all th" ethereal pUFwers^ ^ 

And fpiritSy both them nuboftoody and them njohofcdfh 

freely they flood nxibo flood, and fell nubo fell. 

Not free, •what prdof could they ha^e gi«i^n fincere 

Of true allegiance, conflant faith and lotfe. 

Where only nnhat they needs mufl do appear" d^ 

Not fwbat they «wouId P What praife could they re* 

tti^ef 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid. 
When 'will and reafon {reafon alfo is choice) 
UfeJefs and <vain, of freedom both defpoiPd, 
Made paffifve both, bad fervid neceffity, 

MlLTOlU 

To the V I s I T o Ri 

SIR, 

AMONG the various particulars contain- 
ed in the volume of divine revelation, . 
there is nothing more evidently taught, than 
chat the human ffecies are invcfted with a»ca:- 
% pacity 
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pacity of doing or abflaining from thofc things 
on which their iina} happinefs or mifery depends. 
The whole book proceeds entirely on the fup-» 
pofition of fuch a power, and were all the feire- 
ral paflages, which prove the moral agency of 
mankind to be tranfcribed, they would fill a 
large treatife. The following few will fu^ce 
for our prefent purpofe. 

Genejis iv. 7. ** If thou doft well, fhalt thou 
not be accepted," Surely if there is any cer- 
tainty in language, it is evident from thefe 
words, that Cain had it in his power to do 
thofe things which were required by his Crea* 
tor, as the conditions of his eternal happinefs. 

Genejis vi. 3. '* My fpirit fhall not always 
ftrive with mzn.^ j£fs vii. 51. '' Ye do always 
rcfift the Holy Ghoft.'^ 

The particulars taught by thefe pafTages are^ 
that the holy fpirit does ftrive with mankind ta 
induce them to do thofe things, which are ae- 
ceffary to their eternal well being 5 but that hi& 
operations were not irrefiftible, and with fome 
wereaflually refifted : and what can prove that 
mankind are <;apable of chufmg good, and re-v. 
fufing evil, if this docs not ? Surely it is im-^ 
poffible for the Blefled Spirit ever to excite men 
to da thofe things, which he knows they are 
utterly incapable of perforiping ; and to qom- . 
plain of, and reproach them for non-compliance 
with his foUcitationsjfc when he knew it was not 
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poffible for them erer to a& In any other man-' 
ner, than that in which they did ad. 

Detatronamy xxx. 19. ^' I call heaven and 
earth to record againft you this day, that I have 
fet before you life and death — therefore chufe 
life, &c. 

T^is fcripture does moft clearly and certain- 
ly teach, that mankind are endowed with a 
power of chufing good and refufing evil, and 
cannot poffibly be true in any refped on the 
contrary fuppofition ; for if the one part of 
men are fo aded upon, as to be under an in- 
vincible necefSty of doing thofi? things which 
are requifite to their eternal happincfs, it can- 
not, with the Icaft degree of truth, be affirm- 
ed, that death has ever been fet before any of 
them : and if the reft are under an utter inca- 
pacity of avoiding thofe things which will in- 
fallibly procure their everlafting condemnation, 
it is impoffible to fay that life has ever been fet 
before fo much as one of them : fo that on 
this hypothefis, the whole paflage is entirely 
falfe in all its parts ; death and life having 
liever been fet before any perfon fince AdamV 
fall. 

Ifmah Y. 3, &c. •* What could have been 
done more — that I have not done for my vine- 
yard.— Wherefore, when I looked that it fhould 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ?" 
Lukf xii. 6, &c, ^ A certain man had a fig 

tree 
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tree — ^and he came and fought fruit thereon and . 
found none — ^tben faid he — cut it down» &c." 

What can be more ftrange than the language 
of thefe texts, if it was entirely out of the 
power of ibe perfons concerned, to prevent that 
behaviour, which was the caufe of thefe com-* 
plaints ? Ought not the queftions on fuch a 
fupppfition to be dire<aiy inverted ? For wba^ 
could have been^one lefs for them, than ab(b- 
folutely nothing at all ? How could any other 
than wild grapes be expelled, if the nature of 
the vine was fuch, as to produce them only, 
and no other ? With virhat reafon could expec- 
tations be formed, of gathering figs from a 
tree, which was known to have periihed fo foon 
as it was planted ? It is evident therefore from 
thefe paiTages, that mankind are flill endowed 
with power to do thofe things which are ex- 
pelled from them by their Creator, 

ETuks xviii. 30. xxxvi. 11. " Repent and 
turn yoarfelvcs frcwn all your tranfgreffiojis ; as 
I live, faith' the Lord, I have no pleafure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live ; turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways, for why will ye die, O houfe 
of Ifrael r\ 

Can* any thing more clearly and inconteftibly 
prove tfie liberty of the human will, than thefe 
texts of fcripture, in which Almighty God de- 
clares, even upon oath, that he would have 

every 
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every one turn from the evil of their doings, 
that they may efcape the punishment which 
otherwife would be the certain cortfequence 
thereof : but what is there in all this more than 
a cruel infult on mankind, if they are as utter- 
ly uncapable of doing the thing required, as of 
transforming themfclves into another fpecies of 
creatures ? As to the wretched evafions fo often 
made ufe of on other occafions, of a power 
given them in Adam to do what was command- 
ed, it is obvious that it can have no place here, 
die thing required being of a /lifFerent nature 
from any duty expefted from him antecedently 
to the fall. For repentance could not have been 
enjoined them, neither was any power given to 
perforjn it; that was an after requirement, and 
implies a new and different covenant, which of 
confequence infers a power of performing the 
conditions ; and accordingly^ mankind are here 
called upon by God himfelf fo to do : which if 
it does not prove that they are really invefted 
with the power contended for, nothing can. 

Luke xix. 41, 42. ** When he was come 
near he beheld the city, and wept over k, fay- 
ing, O that thou hadft known the things which 
belong to thy peace." — Matth. xxiii. 37. *' O 
Jerufalem thou that killeft the prophets— how 
often would I have gathered thy children— «n4 
ye would not." 
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It Is evident from thefe words, that thofe to 
whom they were addrefied, were invefted with 
fufficient power to fecure their own eternal well 
being J for otherwife, what propriety can there 
be in this pathetic upbraiding? and muft it not 
1)e added, what fincerity, in this appearing ten- 
der concern ? certainly no one can ever be a 
proper fubjed of blame and complaint, that 
was always under an. inevitable neceifity of a£fc- 
ing jufi in the fame manner that he does, and 
could not poflibly aft in any other. Therefore, 
to charge fuch a one with having refufed offers 
of falvation, and to pretend to weep over him 
on that account, would be hypocritical to the 
laft degree ; as offers on impoffible conditions, 
are no offers at all. So that if there is any cer- 
tainty in language, thefe paffages again incon- 
teftibly prove, that mahkind are capable of do- 
ing thofe things which are required of them by 
their Creator, in order to their eternal felicity. 

From thefe few foregoing texts, it is fuffici- 
ently manifeft what the Scripture doftrine is 
concerning the freedom of the human will : it 
remains only to (hew, that the fentiments of the 
firft ancient writers of the Chriftian Church 
wete entirely agreeable to thofe maintained a- 
bove. That they were unanimoufly fo till the 
time of St. Auftin is notorious. 

Juftln Martyr. — ** Though in our creation 
we had no choice, yet in our regeneration w& 

have^ 
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have ; for God {xeriuades oxiI)r, and draws us 
gently by co-operating with our rational poiKers," 
— -*' If all tlungs are determined by fate, Aea 
farewel freedom of will ;— ^unlefs man has it in 
his power to chufe the good, and refufe the 
evil, no ^ne can be accountable for any a£Uon9 
whatfoever." 

Clement AUxandrinus.-^^^ Neither praifes or 
r^prchenftons, rewards or puniftiments could be 
juft, if the AhiI had not the power of chuiiag 
and refufmg." 

TertuUian,'^^^*' An entire liberty of the will 
is granted to man on every fide, that he may 
always appear to be mafter of himfelf, by dor * 
ing of his^ own accord that which is good, and 
avoiding of his own accord that which is evil* 
-—Man who is in other refpe£ts fubje£t to the 
determination of God, ought to do that vAAch 
is juft, out of th€ gopd pleafure of his own 
freewill." 

Origen,-^^^ You deftroy the nature of virtue, 
if you take away lii>erty-— how could God require 
of man, that which he hath not in his power 
tQ offer him i — a man cannot be made guilty 
by that which happeAeth not hy his own will." 

Methodius. ^'^^^ To do evil or not to do it, 
depends on our own will, otherwife we fhould 
not receive punifhment for pur evil aftions of 
reward for our good ones." . 
♦ Macarius, -^^^ A law is grvcn to him who 
^th a free will -, but no law is given to a nature 

bound 
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bound or fixed to one ; you take away liberty by 
faying man is of a nature bound to one." 

Jerome. — *' What God commands muft be 
poffible to be obferved : Where a poflibility of ac- 
tion is taken away, there is no fm ; for no map is 
condemned for that which he could not do." ^ 

TTheadaret. — ** How can he be juft who punifh- 
eth a nature not able to do good ? The Counfel 
of Arles^ pronounceth an Anathema on thofe 
who fay that he that periflieth hath not received 
means, whereby he might be faved." 

Thefe are a few out of the many teffimonies 
which might be produced. Thus from nafin^ 
fcripture^ and antiqidty^ it evidently appears, tha,t 
mankind are invefted with fufficient power to io 
thofe things which are required of them by their 
Creator, as the conditions of their eternal hap- 
pinefs. 

It is to be hoped, that the pafTages, which I 
^ave prefixed to thefe papers, from our inimita- 
ble ^o^, will alfo have fbme weight, efpecialty 
with thcfs who claim him as a friend to their fen-* 
timents in religion* 

I am^ SiTy 

Your conftant Reader, 

And occafional Correfpondentt 

T. 

NUM- 
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NUMBER LXX. 

Ultima Cum/ei 'venit jam earminis atas ; 
fda^Hus ab integro facUrum najcitur §rdo. 

VlRGli. 

To thi Visitor. 

S I R, 

AS the end, for which the Uefled Redeemer 
came into the world, gives us the moft 
pleafing idea of the divine Philanthropy : fo ^ 
review of thofe preparatory difpenfations, and of 
that chain of prophecies, which, for fo many 
ages, awakened the expectations of mankind to 
his coming, ferves abundantly to fhew the im- 
portance of his errand, and the greatnefe of that 
event, which, at this feafon, we commemorate. 
The Mejftahy promifed to our firft parents, and 
ftipulated anew to the faithful patriarchs, for 
many hundred years, with-held" his perfonal ap- 
pearance in the flefli : but at length, in the fuU 
nefs of time ^ (as the facred \^riter expreffes it,) 
afTumed human nature, and completed the pro^ 
mifes. 

The works of God are all wrought in fuch 
confiimmate wifdom, that we may be certain 
this greateft of all his works was finifbed in every 

part, 



I 



N^ 70. THE VISITOR. 213 

part, with the moft perfecft defign : and there- 
fore may well conclude, that the timey when our 
Saviour appeared in the world, was of all others 
TxvoA proper, an J, in all refpefts, moft fitting. 
It is true, the facred writers do not fay much on 
this head ; but we may colleft enough to fatisfy 
us of the propriety of the time of our Saviour's 
appearance, and to (hew, that he was manifefted, 
"when the world moft needed, and, in many par- 
ticulars, was beft prepared to receive him. 

For there was, in the firft place, a general 
and prevailing expectation of him, not only 
among the Jews^ and in the eaflern parts of the 
world, but alfo in the weft: where an opinion 
ftrongly propagated itfelf, that fome great per- 
fonage was to arife, and to afTume the reins of 
utilverfal- dominion. The teftimonies of Sueto-' 
nius and Tacitusj are fo well known that I fhall 
not produce them j and that celebrated eclogue 
of Firgil'sj whence I have taken the ^Jfnotto ta 
this paper, is an inconteftlble proof of the pre- 
valence of fuch an opinion,— And as th,us, many 
were waiting in Ifrael for the confolation of 
God, for the appearance of the MeJJiah ; this 
not only rendered his appearance more accept- 
able, but afforded an evidence to his divine mif- 
fion. For we may a(k, how came fuch an ex- 
pectation univerfally to prevail, at and about 
that time? It muft haye had fome foundation* 
The writings of the prophet^ ^afford the Chrif- 

tiaa 
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tian a fufficient anfwer. But, feparate from 
them, no fufficient anfwer can be given. 

But further, the ftate of the world, in many 
refpcfts, was well adapted to this great event. The 
Roman arms had at this time almoft over-run the 
world : or at leaft had brought undet their rule, 
all the confiderable parts of it. United thvs 
vnder one head, nation eaiily communicated 
with nation : and commerce and intdligeace, 
before impradlcable, now became eafy. Bc- 
iides, fatigued with wars, and fatiated with 
blood, the temple of yanm gt length was clo- 
fed, and the ambition of Rome confented that 
the world fhould have peace. Under thefe fa- 
vourable ci»'CMmftances the Prince of peace, and 
the univcrfal Lord was born ; and thefe circum- 
ftanccs rendered the propagation of his feith 
miich more eafy and expeditious, than it could 
poflibly have been, had kingdom been divided 
againft kingdom, and had wars prevented a 
frendly intercourfe : Indeed we find, that, under 
thefe advantages, the gofpel fpread with amazing 
rapidity, infomuch, that about thirty years after 
our Saviour's afcenfion^ St. Paul could afiert, 
that it had been preached U every creaturev under 
heaven^ that is, it had been preached in all the 
known world. —How little did the Romans i\xi^' 
pofe, that while they were anxious to fix their 
tagles in every region of the earth, they were 
dnly inftruments in the bands of the All* wife: 

and 
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and viftorious, only to prepare the way for the 
knovrkdge of his eternal Son ! 

If we confider the mond ftate of the world, 
we fcall fee again the propriety of the time of 
0irr Saviour's appearance, and be convinced that 
it 'was never more neceffary. « The alliance 
betwtjen mrds and govemmeKt^ fayB an able wri- 
ter, was nmv broken : and an intftxence, hitherto 
ft) friendly to virtue, became altogether malig- 
nant, and was exerted, vdth moft fatal fuccef^, 
to poifon and debafe the human mind. Toge- 
ther with defpotic power, entered all thofe odious 
vices, which are ufually found in its train 5 and, 
in a fhort time, they grew to an incredible pitch* 
The colours are not too ftrong which the Apo- 
We employs in drawing 'the charafter of that 
age ; Cotemporary hiftorrans juftify him, when 
he defcribes it to be alienaUd from the life of Gpdj ' 
tmllting in vanity through bVmdnefs of mind -y to 
Tfi pa/l feelings given tip to lafdvioufnifs^ and tit 
Work all nncleannefs with greedinefs. In this time 
of univerfal corruption did the wifdom of God 
manifeft the Chriftian revelation to the world 5 
not to re-eftablifh virtue upon the fame infecure 
foundation of civil government \ but to ereft it 
trp6n the eternal and immoveable bafis of a reli- 
gion, vdiich teacheth righteoufnefs by the au- 
thority of God. What the wifdom of men 
could do for the encouragement of virtue in a 

corrupt 
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corrupt world had been tried, during feveral 
ages ; and all human devices were found by ex- 
perience to be of very fmall avail ', fo that no 
juncture could be more proper for publifhing a 
religion, which, independant on human laws 
and inftitutions, explains the principles of mo- 
rals with admirable perfpicuity, and enforces the 
pra£Uce of them by moft perfualive arguments. 
Had not Chriftianity appeared to check and to 
mitigate the pernicious effefls of defpotic unli- 
mited empire, it is hard to fay how far they 
might have gone, towards extingui(hing the 
name and exercife of virtue amongft men. This 
we know, that in a moft difTolute age, and un- 
der the worft government, the primitive Chrif- 
tians attained, in every virtue, to an eminence of 
which there is no example, in the hiftory of 
mankind. The fpirit of their religion, fupc- 
xiour to the corrupt genius of the age, conti- 
nued pure and vigorous ^ and men faw with ad- 
miration, that when every other foundation of 
virtue was overthrown, the foundation of God 
ftill Jlood^fure and immoveable." 

Now, if further we take a view of. the rW/- 
gioui ftate of the world at our Saviour's appear- 
ance, it will fervc to convince us yet more of 
the wifdom of God, and of the neceffity of 
Chrift's coming to give light to the darknefs of 
deluded mankind. But you muft indulge me 

with 
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with future admiffion into your ufeful paper for 
this purpofe, when I will conclude my fubjeft* 
I am at all times, 

. , Sir, 

Your fincere friend, 

M. 

NUMBER LXXI. 

We take, no noU of time 
But /rem its iofs. Ta gi<ve it then a tMgtu 
Is ixn/e in man. Young. 

AS time glides on in fo imperceptible a 
.manner, in prder the better to diftinguilh 
the feveral periods of life, it hath oeen divided 
into fmaller or larger portions ; and as the me-» 
mory of particular fafts would, perhaps, fpeedily 
be obliterated by a general notice, particular 
days and times have therefore been appointed, 
upon which to commemorate peculiar and im- 
portant incidents. Again the day has clofed upon 
us, which admits us into a new year, and which 
fhould lead our refleftions to a ferious review of 
the paft, and to wife refolutions with refpefl: to 
the future time. Oar friends are continually 
Vol. II. L reminding 
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reminding us, and we mutually arcL reminding 
ourfriexuls of this perpetual vidffit«d*e of hif- 
man things, by wifhes and gratublk>ii8 of hap- 
pinefs for the coming year: and if we duly efti- 
mate human life, of what vaft importance is this 
addition to oiir fpan ! of what infinite utility 
might jbe the inftruftions, which thefe friendly 
congratulations fuggeft ! The year is paft — the 
days, the weeks, the months are flown ; gone, 
for ever, and irrevocably gone 5 and with them 
s^ll opportunity to alter or undo, whatever in 
this period, we have done ! If our adions have 
been virtuous and amiable; if humanity and be- 
nevolence have conducted our fteps ; if juftice 
and honefty have dire£led our dealijigs ; if rtli- 
gioo and truth have influenced, our behaviour: 
what a joy fhall we find in the retrofpeft ; we 
fliall have no caufe to i?egret tb$t we are aom 
aaoAer year nearer to eternity !^— I^ oa tte 
Qthtr hand, blackneis and daritfieis involve our 
proceedings; if guilt and flume, if vke and 
iblly only mark the former days «^ alas, h^&w 
fed, how unpleafing the review ! For what hai^t 
we lived ? Nay, rather let us aik, for what df wc 
live ? And upon this enquiry we may well rejoice 
in the gracious permiflion of providence, to fte 
another year before us ; in which we may rede^em 
the paft, in which we may treafure up a happy ftorc 
for our future comfort and review ; if perhaps wc 
i»ay be allowed tp fee another ycar.fuccceding* 
2 But, 
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But, 8s radoBal creatures, ftould we not fe- 
xioufly putit to our hearts — ** Caul promife 
myfelf another year ? can I infure my life for 
the next twelve returning m^ths ? can I cer* 
.tibUy fay, that my exiftenoe fliall be prolonged 
during the next annual circuit of die fun ? " alas ! 
we want Kttle information on this head. And 
certainly jhould want as little inftru&ion, if, 
amidffi: the cbmorous importunity of the pailions, 
^MT the ooify tunmlt of tiie world, we would 
Jiften to die ftiil voice of reafen ; would confT^- 
4cr, determine, and be wife. For iurely the 
£ngle view of tiie paft would teach us the im- • 
fUMTtance of the coming hours. With the paft 
all our plcafurcs are dead ; of our guilty ones, 
the dire remembrance only furvives : A faint 
sacmacy alone, dark and doubtful traces, of our 
trsmfadioAs remain : that which pained us moft 
itearly, is well ni^ forgotten, as much as that 
which moft highly, pleafed us ; and we feem in 
part dead to the foregoing, while entering, with 
^1 the glow of life, into the rifing year. And 
^ with years, fo fhortly will it be with our 
whole life: ere long, the folemn fummons will 
approach, and we (hall be called to diat world 
4ind that ftate, where time fhall be no more ; 
wbeit days, and months, and years, fhall never 
again fall and rife 5 but one eternal day fhall 
ibine upon us» Can any thing be of equal con- 
$cem t S(nd caa any reflexions fo well fuit our 
1j 2^ ^tvXx^\\^:a 
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/entrance upon the prefent time ? this negle&ed, 
every other purfuit, every other acquifition will 
be lighter than vanity : this eternity fecured, 
every other lofs will be perfedly infigniiicant ? 

Again, when we look back upon the paft year, 
.and fee fo many of our fellow*creatures vanifhed 
from the fcene j fo many of our friends takch 
from our embraces, and loft to our love ; when 
we fee the havoc which time and death, in 
twelve ihort months have made : the confidera- 
tion muft awaken our attention, and aroufe 
us to a due preparation for that folemn depar- 
ture, from which no human being is exempt 
And, if we rightly reflect, the goodnefs of God 
in extending our fpan, and allowing us yet a 
little more time, will appear in the moft pleafing 
view :— efpecially fince the Chriftian religion 
infpires us with fuch glorious expe&ations. For 
we may conceive this divine difpenfation thus 
addreffing us : '' The paft is over, and iris ir- 
retrievable: the prefent is yours, and it is highly 
'improveabie : your aftions heretofore render you 
obnoxious to God : a change of condud will, 
through faith, in the merits of the Redeemer, 
reftore you to his favour, and obtain for you his 
protection. Confider then the unfpeakable im- 
portance of the time before you : confider what 
an eternity is, an eternity, palled either in ex- 
quifite happinefs or raifery ! and, as a reafonable 
being, fo ait, and fo improve thp prefent mo- 
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ment, as to fecure the bleffiiigs of an happy eter^ 
nity/' 

My friend Eugenio has, for many years pafty. 
made it his cuftom to retire from all the world 
on New-Tear's Day\ and to dedicate it to a feri- 
ous review of the paft year, and to a careful pro-^ 
vifion, and proper concern for the coming one,- 
He always keeps an exa^ lift of the friends he^ 
has loft, within the annual circle, and provides' 
himfelf with the bills of mortality, for the ye^ 
paft ; which, -he fays, afford him mofeinftruc-* 
tion than an hundred le£^ures on mortality. I 
was once indulged with a view of thereffeftibnsi 
which he made on reading over one of thefe 
lifts ; and it -would give me much pleafure, if I 
could prevail on him to enrich my papers with 
them. — But fo far is this day's retirement fronv 
damping the vigour, or darkening the ferenity 
of Eugenia's mind ; that he comes from it into 
the world with a degree of chearfulnefs, fo much 
the more pleafing, as it is even, continued, and 
founded upon the beft principle, a good and ap- 
proving confcience. Eugenio^ by this means, pre- 
ferves a proper regard for the prefent time; keeps 
his faith ftedfaft and refigned ; tenderly remem- 
beirs the friends taken from him, and a£ls with 
the moft winning kindnefs to thofe remaining : 
is happy in life, and not uneafy at the thoughts 
of death ; confiders every new year, as an ad- 
dition to the exertion of his benevolence j and 
L 3 \v^^^% 
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hopes for the aniftl of that great year, w^en 
time, and change, and grief, and death, ttisAl 
he no more. 

To this i>aper, I vuiH heg leave to fbiijoia 
the following little {loem, for the adsvani^fe ol 
my younger readers ; the jr^pecitiofi of M^ich 
I dare fay their parent^ will reward wkh » paapKC 
Niw-Year's Gift. 

On the NEW-YEAR. 

/^ OD of my life, thy conftant care 

With bleiSng^ crowns the (^'mng ytdsti 

This guilty life doft thou prolong. 
And wake anew mine annual fei>g. 

How many precious fouls are fled 
To the vaft regions of the dead. 
Since from this day the changing fun. 
Through his laft yearly period run. 

We yet furvive, but who can fay. 

Or through the year, or month, or day, 

** I will retain this vital breath ; 

*• Thus far at leaft, in league with death.** 

That breath is thine, eternal God j 
*Tis thine to fix my fouKs abode : 
It holds its life from thee alone 
On earth, or in the world unknown. 

To 
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To thea out fptrits we reCgn * 

Matee thetn and owh them ftillafs thine 5 

So Ihall they fmiie-fecure from fear^ 

Tho' dek* fhould bhft the rifmg year. 

Thy cbttdren, eager to he gone, 
Bid TMe's impet^ds tide rott on, 
An4 land them on ths^ blo^tning (hore. 
Where years and deatli arre known no more. 



NUMBER LXXII. 

Agiredtht d magn9s,^^aderH jam temp lis — hanotiSy 
CkrdDHtm fiMes, magnum ^mns imnmenHtm. 

ViROlt* 

T9 the Visit olt. 

S i Ry 

THE general expedation 6f the Meffiah 
amongft the Jews^ of fome extraornary 
firfonage^ amongft other nations, at that time 
to appear : — the eftablifliment df the umverfal 
monarchy of the Romans, and the general peace 
vrtiich then prevailed, we obferved, in a former 
paper, ferve to fliew th« .fitnefs of the time, 
when our Saviour came upon earth. The ftate 
of the mwai world too was fuch, that it ren- 
dered the appearance of a divine legiflator ne- 
L 4 ccffary. 



M4 THE VISITOR* N« 72. 

ceiiaiy. And, if ever the reUgicus ft^e of the 
world seeded a reformer, certainly it was when 
Chriftianity was efiabliflied.-^— The Jews, with 
whom remained what little truth and divine 
knowledge there was yet amongft men, had (o 
confounded the criterioits of virtue, that it was 
difficult to fay, wherein true piety confifted. 
Thehypocrify of xkkt Pharifm^ the infidelity of 
the Sadduceesj the enthufiafm of the mpms^ en- 
tirely deftroyed the power and knowledge of fin- 
cere religion. And to fuch an height of im- 
piety did they foon after arrive, that their hifto- 
rian Jofepbus declares, he * verily believes the 
earth would have opened and fwallowed them 
up, (fuch monfters were they in iniquity) Jf 
God had not deftroyed them by the hand of the 
Romans. 

For the Gentiles^ it is well known, that their 
deities were folly, and their ceremonies and 
fervices weak, fuperftitious, and, in* many 
c;afes, moft abominable. They were totally 
ignorant of the true God, and in confequence 
totally ignorant of t;hat true religion and only 
rational fervice, which a fpiritual Being qan 
approve — r'^ the religion of the heart. "-r-The 
deities whom they worfhipped were of fuch a 
fort, that they could never dream of recom- 
mending themfelves to them by the pra6Uce 
of virtue and goodnefs : and hence vice was 
beheld with indifference, and crimes, which 
we fhu^der to mention, were even celebrated 

by 
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by their beft poets. The moft execrable facri- ' 
fices and fervices were ps^id (6 their gods ; and». 
literally fpeakingy they fat in darknefi and the Jha* 
daw of dead). 

' Their philofophers too had reafoned fo long,, 
that the wifeft and the beft amongft them were 
content to profefs themfelves S<eptics^ univerfaf 
doubters, though anxious to fatisfy their minds, 
and unwearied in their inveftigations of truth. 
It cannot therefore feem ftrange, that a revela- 
tion from God (hould be gladly accepted, and 
that fo many thoufands fhould embrace the faith 
of Chrift^ at the time, when their profeffion of 
this faith and martyrdom were immediately con* 
ne£led. 

Let us obferve, (for it tends to (hew. how 
weak human reafon is, unajft/ied and unenlightened^ 
even in its beft ftate) that knowledge and fcience 
cf every other fort, were at that' time in a ftate 
more flourifliing than perhaps they have been at- 
almoft any other period. Chriftianity did not 
make its way in an ignorant and barbarous age,. 
amongft ignorant and barbarous people : But atA 
a time when human wifdom was in its meridian^ 
of fplendor, and amongft thofe people,,who were 
moft celebrated for this wifdom, amongft the 
learned at Rome^ at Corinth^ at Athens^ at Ephe". 
fuSj &c. " The teachers of the gofpel had ad- - 
verfaries, who wanted neither inclination nor 
abilities to oppofe it. To make its way at jtuchu 
L 5, a time. 
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a time, and to bring over not ojniy the lower 
fort of people, but alfo ibmt of the moft leapned, 
who turned its own wcapoiis againft Piagamfin^ 
is at once an honour to the Chriftian veligioii, 
apd a proof of its divine original and truth.'' 

No man, upon this view, can help remarkkig 
the ridiculous abfurdity of our drifts and me* 
dern rejedors of Chriftianitjr, who pretend t^ 
c^pofe mere natural religion and human reafoR 
to it : The efficacy of thefe had been fuficiently 
cried before the ccnning of Chrift : And they 
were found wholly wanting, unable to iatisfy 
the anxious enquirer, unable to calm the doubt^ 
ing mind, or to fecure the interefts of virtue. 
Why, then (hould we hear more of them- now, 
than as humble handmaids, and willing fcr- 
vants to the moft glorious dilpenfation of ^fiis 
Chrift? 

To this fhoft view of the fdKtkaly merely and 
rtligicus world, fuffer me to add one or two par- 
ticulars refpefting the domeftic world, which 
called for reformation, and which, as it feems, 
nothing lefs than a divine revelation could have 
regulated. The firft concerns the matter of ^-» 
lygamy and divorce ; the fecond, the condition of 
feruants and Jkrves ; it is well known to what a 
height of corruption domeftic connexions were 
carried by thofe means ; and how much the fe- 
licity of life was poifoned in this its fweeteft 
fountain. Our Saviour reduced marriage to its 

original 
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ori^al iiifttfution, and rendered the union at* 
once the mcrfV friendlf and endearing, if kegun' 
and cementied by mutua) affetflion. — ^The cafe of 
/api0S was deplorable ; they were under the moft' 
grieii^^ufi b<mdag#: Chrift introduced a more 
hsfipy ^uality^ ! a^d we ti^atiotir inferior fellow* 
<)featur^' no li«fger, aa mifkak> or fav^gasy bur 
» brithi/^.-^ ain fonry, that thofe ^ho objeft» 
w our religfon, hate h in their power to retort 
this argument : But let them be told, Aat thoV 
in feme of our colonies, flavery is pradlifed, yet 
our religion tefti€es againft it y it muft be char- 
ged upon the degeneracy and corruption of the 
human heart, not upon Chriftianity, which to- 
tally difclaims and remonftrates againft the prac- 
tice. I ihodtd havel>een glad to have enlarged 
upon thefe two topics ; fince a review of them 
fbrves greatly to fliew the ncce^ty of our Savi- 
our's appearance^ zs well as "the great advantages 
derived to mankind from it,^^ But I muft hold 
my pen. 

Thefe fcattered hints may ferve to fhew, that 
our bleiTed Redeemer came into the world, at a 
feafon moft proper, and when his coming was 
on all accounts neceffary. We reap the blef- 
fings of his coming- in a thoufand temporal as 
well as fpiritual mercies. For his religion hath- 
ferved, above all things, to humanize mankind., 
indeed fuch is the temper of it, that wherever 
jt is truly embraced, it nmft humanize and make 
L 6 happy. 
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happy. Confcious of which, now that we < 
memorate this firft inftance of redeeming lev 
let us ftudy the difpoikion, which the mttit 
peculiarly recommends, bumiUty I mean ; per| 
fedly fatisfied, that the humbU. mind is the happy 
one ; and that in proportion as oor felf-efteemfl 
and vanity decay, our peace and ferenity^ill i 
encreafe, together with our confidence in God, 
and our grateful acknowledgments to the Re- 
deemer—— 

I am. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



NUMBER LXXIII, 



' O think you are a father : foft indulgenef 
Btcomu that name; tbo* nature give you ponxi^r 
To hind her duty^ 'tis with filkcn eordj .* 
Command her, then, as you command your Jelf \ 
She is as much a part of you, as are 
Tour appetite and ^tll : and thefe you force noty 
But gently hend^ and make them pliant to your rtafon* 

Dryde^* 

1*0 the Author of the V i 8 it oK. 

I S I R, 

\ A S you have been fo kind as to admit mj 
\jtjL friend's narrative into your paper, and 
ave given one grateful MagiiaUn leave to tell 

her 



] 
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her fad ftory : I flatter i^yfelf that you will not 
refufe the like farour to another. Unikilled in 
the ways of writing, I am unable to poliih what 
I pen ; nothing but the artleffiiefs of my tale, 
and my flncere wifh to warn, and to profit my 
unhappy fifters in forrpw and fhame, can apo-^ 
logize for me. I have often heard and read of 
light hdufes and hacons ere&ed for the ufe of fair 
lors, to direct them in their voyages, and to pre- 
ibiye them from fands, and fhelves, and rocks* 
And as I have fatally fhipwrecked myfelf, niy 
hearty defire is, to hold up a light to warn and 
dired others from thofe rocks and fands to which 
I owe my ruin. 

I am that perfon. Sir, of whom Sally M- y 

the grateful Magdalen^ fpeaks in her firft letter,, 
as a comfortable inftance of the bleiSngs of the 
Magdalen charity; my reception into which^ has^ 
under God, faved a poor mother's life, who be- 
fore was haftening to the grave, beneath a load 
of anguifli and mifery. — Bleffed, for ever blef- 
fed be the day, on which I firft heard of that 
humane provifton for fuch wretched outcafts as 
myfelf: blefled, for ever bleffed be the hour, on 
which I entered thofe doors of mercy,, of com* 
fort, and peace ! Oh, Sir, believe me, when I 
fay that had it not been for this houfe of refuge^ 
moft probably my miferable exiftenqe on earth 
had been long fince ended, and my fate irreco- 
verably fealed in the regipns of punifhment : 

the 
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the grey hairs of my imdiaw^ mcfthGrkzif^cai 
hrottght down with ibrraw t<^the gtaVe ;: eadiiof 
us i^rftfigefs to thair divine itierey, wiiid> fio# 
fila our hea!rt» with tii^ moftcheariiighopd^ 

I am one of^ thofe wtio^ can v^fy thtf |Me% 
remark, vnA reTpe* to out (fee, ^—<«^ tSsin oii« 
fidfe Hep entirety damns out famfe.- SinGfi to 
one MCt ftep I owe die lohg cftierm of oatamifiiQ^ 
^tch were Imked together f5*om that utths^ppy 
error. But at the feme time- that I avow my 
own feuh ; r cannot hot fity that the (everity of 
my father octafioned' my worft rfiftrefs, an* 
rendered my ruin irretrievable. SureFy there is 
fome medium between the implacabiKty of un- 
forgivenefc, and the toa eafy lenity, whfdh in- 
vites to offend. Surely there are wife parenta 
who can dlfcera the happy mean betwixt the y?- 
tfere rule, which terrifes ; and the weak indtd* 
genu which produces contempt. UiAappiJy fer 
me,, my dear faAer was a ftranger to this- me^ 
dhim. He had veiy high notions of the pM^ntaJ 
authority^ and was continualfy extollfng ta the 
flties thofe underftandingftates, as he called them, 
which gave into the hands of the parent unli-' 
mited power over the child, even the power 
of life aftd death. He had not the leaft idea of 
governing by love : he thought par the beft fe- 
curity of duty, and would conftantly complain, 
that the notorious difobedience of children, and- 
their faircy pertnefe (as be ftikd it, though othcw 

would 
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wouki have named it onljr a becoming famili* 
arity) apor# from a relaxation of the parental 
authority i and if parent^inrei^ fa mad, (he wouftf 
continite) as to give the rdiis out of their own* 
into the hand9 of Aeir cfailclreii, they mujft' not^ 
be furprized, if their tjlildren drove tfiemfcivey 
into ruin, and. their patients into- the de cp eiP 
gulf h of forrow. 

C<mftantly accttftome<l to thefb leflSms, nevier 
allowed to enter into his prefence but with the 
moft revwenttal courtefy ; never permitted to 
i^ak to him, but with ^e folemn appeHation 
of. Sir I very rarely indulged in any of thofe 
pteafurea which were agreeable to my fex and 
age ; and if indulged, fure to fuffcr for it, by 
So ftrift 3 fcrutiny into my conduft, as no child's 
eondu£l perhaps would bear ; as well as by fuchi 
remonflrances and talks, as (lam forry to fiiy it) 
rendered my father of all objefts the moft fear- 
fal and unpleafmg to me ; I grew up to my 
fibcteenth year (fatal aera of mry fcrrbws) in- 
heriting ihrong paffions from both my parents ^ 
and with little hopes of prc^erly gratii^'ing that^ 
which in lively young girls, of my age, is ge- 
nerally moft predominant. My mother, whonl 
I tenderly loved, and with the jufteft reafonj 
was no left afraid of my father than myfelf : 
Ihe lived under an iw)n-rule indeed j but had 
fenfe enough, and meefcnefs enough, to diicem 
imd conform herfcif to my father's temper, fo 

that 
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that (he feldom contradided bim^ and prove 
but a forry advocate for her daughter^ whe 
under the harrow» as was almoft every day t 
ea(e«. And as (he was a breeding woman, beij 
attention was a good deal taken up by the Uttle| 
ones, as nuHing was my moft agreeable enter- 
tainment. But this alone was not fufficient : I 
was led therefore to frequent the kitchen upon 
all occaiions ; and the converfations of the.fer- 
vants became moft agreeable to me. For they 
would often flatter my vanity, and fpeak well of 
my perfon ; and one of the maids in particular 
gave me information of many things, which fer- 
ved to haften my ruin, by enflaming my defires, 
already fufEciently warm. 

I fbould have told you. Sir, that my father^ 
originally bred to the law, but neither qualified 
for, nor fond of his profef&on, had given over 
all attention to it, and fettled himfelf in a vil- 
lage not many miles from London i, having a 
fufficient fortune to live in decent retirement* 
We kept two maids, and a man, who was a 
kind of Scrubs footman, butler, gardener, aU 
things by turns, and nothing well. In the pa- 
rifh church, the moft public place I frequented, 
a gentleman of pleafing appearance one Sunday 
attra£^ed my notice ; attracted it the rather, be- 
caufe I quickly perceived, with no imall fads- 
faction,, that I had attracted bis.. He was a lod- 
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^er (I foon fcnind out) for the fununer feafon 
iii our village. This was all I could learn con-t- 
cerning him. I was impatient for tl\e following 
Sunday. The wiflied-for day arrived. Again 
the gentleman was at church. And hi$ whole 
attention and devotion Teemed to be offered to 
me. But can I exprefs the fbolifh elation of 
heart, I felt, when in the evening, the maid 
(whom I mentioned above, as a ready inftruft-* 
rcfs) dipt a letter into my hand, and told me, it 
was from a gentleman, who had fallen in love 
with me at church. Thus began our amour. : > 
But I will not tire you with the repetition qS 
circumflances (the writer of Clarijfa might make 
a volume of. them.) Suffice it to fay, that we 
met again and again, by the interpofition of this 
maid : he vowed eternal faith and conflancy ; 
be vowed, and I had not the leaft doubt of his 
veracity. My heart was perfectly his. Soon as 
he perceived this, he prefled'for a confumn^^ation 
of our happinefs, for which I longed no lefs ar- 
dently, than he profefTed to do : and declaring 
his motives wholly honourable, propofed at laft, 
that I ihould run away with him from my fa^ 
therms houfe ; as there were no hopes of procur- 
ing his confent, whofe cruel treatment of me 
he never failed to aggravate ; and he declared, 
that as foon as we got to London, he would 
make me his wife. —-The offer was too pleafmg. 

to 
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to be njcBtei ; it was. a delivMuioe fren work 
than JEgfftiaua 1)#iiiage ^ and amiM all hh 4i^ 
courfcs on paternal autlKffity, aiy fadmr had not 
taught me the obUgatims of ffliad duty, i I W^ 
Mftti to QQidply 4 lofeitrengdKned my refolo^ 
tien : mf mind applauded k. I had not the 
Inft apprehcnfioQ of augbt, but coafumimte fe^ 
licsty ; yet iteakly and madly thought, tM 
come vAzt wiaiM oDoane^ I covld never be in a 
mosb Of flions vneafy fifCoation, than under mf 
fiither^ ilenii Ipowa. Ahs, ^^^^ bath expert 
ence ihown me my miftake !. Would God, att 
^hildm might learn from mey diat the akifterity 
erf" a parent ia no excafe fcH^ dilbbedience ^ aad 
that fudh difobtdience very {rardyefcapee willi* 
out pmnAmieiKt ? 

In a word, Sir, I went off with Mr. G***y 
and left ill evil hour therJioufe of my parents^ 
He conveyed me to a lodging preipxred for ane inr 
town, where i was kept up ahd^ conceaiM^ withl 
all ims^inalffle feorefy, in the utmoft dread of^ 
difcovbry.. My knrer behaved wiri^ the greateft 
tendfemefe and regard. And we talked of no- 
thing but the deflred mometyt, wh)en marriage 
fhould make ua one •; but how were all my joys* 
damped, when^he told me, on the fecond morning 
after my coming to town, that he was under the^ 
moft perplexing uneafinefs ; fmce by meana of 
th^ ^wrmrffc new marriage aft, it was imj^bflibte' 

for 
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for us to get mflfried r my heart ^w^ dbnerfr 
bmken, and I bad tfien the feft ftr^sfegefi bf i»y 
future forrow. However he afRistged rftf gridty- 
hj unutterable fondnefs and t^e moft fincere)3^«^ 
feetnifig attachment, and promiied t6^ ufe e^reiy^ 
effort to accomplifli the deftrdd end $ fwearifig^ 
with the energy of fdfhood^ that Kfe witlaFottr 
the enjoyment ofmfvrovAd not be worth having.: 
—A week pai&d on in this dire ftlpencej tfid* 
what added to my uncafincfs, was the fight of 
advertifements in the papers from my difconfo— 
late friends, — an heart-breaking mother, and - 
an anxious father, — ^who eaimftly intreated ei- 
ther my return, or fome information" concerning 
me. Filial love, I then found, was not extin- 
guifhed in my brcaftj and the pangs I felt my- 
felf, from the fenfe of their uneafmefs, abun- 
dantly convinced me, of what they muft feeh 
But to return to them was impoffible: I 
could not, I dared not : I wifhed to do fo, but 
my very wtihes affrightened me. And befides 
Mr. G**, whom I paffionately loved, rejeSed 
the thought with the greatefl: difdain ; and told 
me, he fhould conftrue my entertainment of it, 
as a difguft to, and difapprobation of him. This 
was fuffiTcient to expel . it entirely. He grew 
every day more and more affiduous : but every 
, day he advanced in freedoms, which I did not 
fnuch difapprove. At length he began to talk in 
a ftrain, I was obliged to diflike, and to expr^fs 

my 
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mj diflike of. — For» God knows, I had no 
dKmgfatt but of the moft yirtuous fort : and 
dierdfbre when he began to declaim concerning 
the ufeleflhefii of priefls, the union of hearts, 
Ae finDsdom of love, and the like ; I boldly told 
him, that as he had engaged to make me his 
wife, and as I had taken fuch a ftep in proof of 
my aSedion, I expeded, that he would foon 
complete his promife, or I muft be obliged, ter- 
rible as it was, to return to my fother. — What 
£Dllowed you (ball hear in my next. 

I am, 

SIR, 

Vour*s, &c. 



MARIA. 
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NUMBER LXXIV. 



Wbai better can tue do^ than frofirate fall 
Before him rewereut ; and then confejs 
Humbhf our faults^ and far don begf tvith tears 
Watering the ground i and *with our fighs the air 
Frequenting f Jent from hearts contrite^ in fign _ 
Offorreifj unfeign^d^ and humiliation meek, 

Milton* 



To the Visitor. 



S I R, 



MY refoiution had (as I fancied) the de- 
fired cfFea. Mf. G** told me, he 
would 6xert all his endeavours to accomplifti 
our wifhes ; and fwearing eternal faith, con- 
ftancy and Jove, profefled the moft honourable 
intentions. The next evening he came to mc 
with the higheft gaiety of foul ; and fcarce en- 
tered the room before he produced a paper, which 
had all the appearance and form of 21, licence. A 
fpecial one, he aflujed me, it was j and a clergy- 
man, he added, would foon attend to join oui: 
hands, and give me to his arms. I had fcruples, 

but 
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but be ici a o f cil diem : for, alas ! how readily 
do we credit wbat we wHh to be true; and how 
eafy was it to impofe on a young girl who knew 
Dodiing of thcfe matters? A dcrgyman came in 
leis than an hour; but I muft freely confefs, 
that bis miferable appearance (hocked and alana- 
cd me ; thoi^ I have often ince ften many 
f uch, deplondde to bcfaoU, in tlie fbnots of this 
city. Mr.O**tDklme» ««HMithe¥Pq»aBaf- 
fi^uit to the ptrifli oirale^s t^ff/bmt\ and, as 
his pay was but finall, his wip could not be 
cxpeded to abound with cuH^ nor his gwms widi 
hladtmfi. But that his poverty made no diffe- 
rence ; the ceremony was as valid, when per- 
formed by him, as by the beft-powdered dean, 
or moft downy do&or in England/' — ^Mr. G**'s 
good humour and fprighdineis, which I attri- 
buted- to bis paffion, difpelled every idea of doubt 
or apprehenfion from my breaft : the mumbling 
prieft muttered over the ceremony; my maid and 
Mr. G**'s man were our attendants ; the prieft 
was difmifTed ; reludance was no more ; and, 
we were — for I had no confcioufnefs of guilt— 
we were moft blcft. 

Mr. G** continued faithful and fond; but I 
muft freely confefs I was far from happy, faving 
when my fadder refledtions were diflipated by his 
company, which I rarely enjoyed till the even- 
ing. The remembrance of my parents haunted 
me continually ; and though I wrote to let them 

know 
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knotr i ^9B well, £afe, and mafried, yet I wanted 
fetttt^^g fn^^;rl H/^anted ta fee tfaem and be 
vteoncil^. This Mr. G** convinced me was 
kf^ffible ; for I now was informed by him, 
^«l Wd 49wto WRff ft Hate' tjf perfeS depcndance j 
Aftt an uncle, his tjrfy friend, had procured him 
a place in ©ne of t3he pubKc offices, an<f was 
li^fing hi^ ifrtereft to advance him : but that if he 
fiioald be informed of his marriage, he would 
ntftcrly rqeft^ him 5 and tlras he Ihould lofe all 
Ms future profpefts — His intereft was fo much 
■nine, that I readily acqufefced t but the know- 
ledge of his circumftances rendered me anxious 
and careful ; and few women in my ftate, I be- 
Kere, wdnH have lived with greater oeconomy. 

indeed I had very little reafon to be expen- 
fiVe^ for I faw^ I could fee, no company, I found 
that iwias generally efteemed by the fober neigh- 
botrrhood in an offenfiye character j and, there- 
fore, r could make no accjuaintance with them : 
and I had no inclination to aflbciate with the 
abandoned, and loft to reputation; lincc I knew, 
(or at leaft imagined) there was no blot upon 
my own. My maid, and the good woman of 
the houfe where I lodged, were all my acquain- 
tance ; and a walk, in the dufk of the evening, 
my only refreflinjent and'recreation. Mr. G** 
would now and then bring a gentleman to paft 
the evening.; but their converfation was gencf 
rally too loofe for me then to relifh ; and I was 
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apt to be difpleafed with him, for allowing his 
friends fome liberties with me^ which I thought 
did not agree with the delicacy of a hufband. Mr* 
S* in particular feemed my hufband's favourite ; 
came with him the moft frequently ; w^ moft 
affiduous to attract my notice ; and was by fu: 
the moft agreeable man that vifited us. 

In this manner a twelvemonth pafled away; 
and as I had brought Mr* G** a fine little girl, 
the neceflary attention to this fweet babe ren- 
dered my fhuation much more comfortable. But 
one evening Mr. G**, by hint, following hint, 
alarmed my fufpicions ; and at length led me to 
know, that his uncle had procured a confider- 
able place for him, fomewhere in America^ whi- 
ther he muft fpeedily fail, though not without 
hopes, he added, of a happy return to me in 
proper time. — ^Judge, Sir, what I felt upon this 
information..— My blood grew cold j my heart 
was ready to burft; my limbs trembled; I faint- 
ed away ! Oh that I had died ! would God, that 
I had died that moment ! Oh that I had never 
more recovered from that fwoon — recovered to 
mifery and guilt, to poverty and* woe, to fin 
and forrow! Oh that my eyes never more had 
opened to the fcene of anguifh before me ! — 

It was to no purpofe that I entreated or com- 
plained; that I upbraided or befoughtj that I 
pleaded the calls of the mother^ or the wife j re- 
fpeding each, he dropped fome things which ihock- 

ed 
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inihoft foul ', and, after a night, a night of fuch 
horror, as I wifh no poor young woman may 
ever experience, he left me; and I was undone! 
For not many hours after his departure, Mr. 
S* his friend (whom I mentioned before^ brought 
me the following letter, which T will give you 
in his own words. 

My dear Molly, 
T Am forry our hard fates oblige us to part| 
but there is no remedy. If I had ftay'd in 
England, you would have ftill kept meconftant; 
but as it is, you muft endeavour to make the 
beft on't. I make Mr. S** the bearer, and re- 
commend him to your kindnefs 5 he will deferve 
it : and he brings you the laft prefent I fliall be 
able to fend you. You have been under a great 
miftake in fuppofing yourfelf my wife. That 
could not be. Mr. S** will fet you right in 
that affair. I would advife you to fend the child 
you have had to the Foundling Hofpital : and 
if you don't approve Mr. S**, your beft way 
will be to reconcile yourfelf to your parents. 
You may make up a good ftory enough, and lay 
all the blame on the faithlefs man. Though I 
hope you will at all times do me the juftice to 
own, that if you had not run away with me 
from yoyr father's, the reft could not have fol- 
lowed. You are young, and may yct make your 
Vol. II. M fortune, 
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fortune, which will be a pkmfure to me to h^r, 
in the moft diihmt parts of the world. 

I am your former lover, 

T. G«*. 

Every word ot t\M letter was keener than a 
dagger ^ and all this from the v^n\. loved above 
all things! — who could fupport it? However, 
there is a curiofity even in forrow ; we arc anxi- 
cyus to -know the W9rfi. Mr. S* informed me 
that the licence was forged ; and the prieft^ a 
vile pander, who, at Mr. G***s foliicitation, 
had 'hired the wig and habit of an old clergy- 
tnan for. a pot of porter ; and that the whole 
was a device to conquer my virtue. Wor- 
thy conqueft truly ! Inhuman favage, boaft thy 
fubtlety and fuccefs ! 

You cannot wonder that abhorrence took th^ 
place of afFe£lion>; and that no monfter in nar 
ture appeared equally ihocking, equally meritr 
ing deteflf^on, in my judgment, with this 
t:ruel, cruel man! Mr. S* found little fatisfac* 
tion in my company, for I was diftra£ted: — I 
wept, I raved J reafon was loft, hope feemed to 
have forfakeri me; I gave myfelf up to all the 
anguilh of defpair. 

But as nothing violent can laft long, my fad 
refle<aions began to calm 5 and indeed I W55 
fummoned by rieceiaty to ferious deliberation. 
For as Mr. G**'s income n^er fupplied me 
with much affluence, fo my want of money foon 
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fhewed itfelf to )ny maid and my landlady. 
The former gave me warning and left me ; and 
to increafe my troubles, took off with her feve- 
ral of my beft things. The latter grew clamo- 
rous for her- rent, and gave me to know, that 
fhe muft expefl to be paid weekly for her lodg- 
ings ; or fhe muft be obliged to part with me* 
I refufed, in my raving, the laft money from • 
G**, which Mr. S* offered : and he kept from 
•me f6r fome time, the better, I fuppofe, to prey 
upon my neceffities. In this diftrefs I wrote to 
my father : and not willing to defcribe my real 
cafe, fued for a reconciliation : he fent me an 
anfwer, (the firft I had received, after feveraj 
letters to him) full of the moft fevere upbraidt* 
Ings : and foon after I received one, not much lefi 
fevere, from my mother; in which fhe gave me bi^ 
very poor hopes of my father's forgivenefs, add* 
ing how unable, as I knew, (he was to do any v 
thing on my behalf: and giving me much ad- 
vice, which, alas, wa§ weak and impradlicable. 

In this fituation my landlady found me one 
day,^ weeping over my fweet unhappy babe, and 
feeding it, while, God knows, I had fcarce any 
food for myfelf ; when, untouched by compaffiop, 
Ihe told me, that I muft leave her houfe the 
next morning, as (he had let the lodgings to 
fome people of credit. My fpirits were gone, 
and while tears filled my eyes, I told her, " It 
was very well ; I would prepare.'* $he left me 
M 2 Vi 
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to my forrow. I bedewed my dear child, (who 
fmiled, unconfcious of diftrefs, upon me) be- 
dewed her with my tears : and refolved, as a 
wretched outcaft, to take my babe, and throw 
myfelf with it at my father's door. This was 
the refolution of defpair. 

It was at this time of diftrefs, that Mr. S* 
returned ; whom I had not feen for near three 
weeks : you may eafily imagine, that the pre- 
fent he brought, was welcome and not refufed 
now : he made many apologies for his abfence ; 
told me, he had been on a journey, which kept 
him. fo long from me ; began to talk much of 
love, and to make me fuch offers, as I fear, 
many women, in my fad ftate, could not have 
refufed. The fevere, I know, will condemn me : 
they cannot condemn me fo much as I condemn 
myfelf. But any alternative was preferable to a 
return to my parents, as I had no hopes of any 
fuccefs, or admifiion. And I could not bear to 
fee my pretty innocent either taken from me, or 
ill-treated : much lefs could I bear to fee it un- 
der the miferies of want. However I held out, 
as long as my money remained, and then the 
profpecft of bitter neceffity, and being again 
turned from my lodgings, (for I had quitted the 
former at the time appointed, nor could I have 
flayed with the favage landlady on any account) 
this fad and terrifying profpe^ got the better of 

my 
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my refolution; and I made the firft ftep in known 
and valuntary guilt. 

' When this is the Cafe, the confcience begins 
to grow hardened, or however we are lefs difguft- 
cd at vice, and are not afraid to grow familiar 
with it. Mr. S* was very loofe in his princi- 
ples : and I grew loofe, as himfelf. The com- 
pany of women in my own circumftances, once 
deteftable, was now coveted by me, and became 
agreeable. I dreiTed, I talked, I appeared like 
them. I began to have no objeftion to more 
wine than ufual ; and, in fhort, made hafty and 
large fteps in the broad road to deftruftion. Mr. 
S*^ when he came to our lodgings, frequently 
found me from home, and frequently in com- 
pany, which he did not feem to approve. Ima- 
gining I could better my fortune, I grew regard- 
lefs of him. He caft me off: and I fet up for 
myfelf ! Miferable and thoughtlefs ! — As I was 
agreeable, I wanted not what we call company ! 
But I fobn found, that this way of life was be- 
yond imagination horrible ! Riot, intemperance, 
furfeit and difeafe, foon became my familiars ! 
and, amidft dl, I was a prifoner ; for, having 
contraded fome debts, 1 wais feized and con- 
veyed to a fpunging-houfe ; the mafter of which 
made up matters for me, as he pretended, and I 
gave him my note. A note, I never could pay, 
and therefore I took up my abode with him, and 
became a common wretch, a public nuifance. 

M 3 M^j 
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My little girl had fbared her tnother*s fortune, 
and was with me in this horrid houfe ; but 
whenever I beheld her, it was with unutterable 
(brrow, through dread that her fate fhould be 
like mine ! At length. Sir, to confummate my 
mifcry, after a life of the moft execrable fuffer- 
ing for four months, during which time I was 
obliged frequently, in rain or fnow, froft or cold', 
to appear in the ftreets j at length, difeafed 
ahd diftreft, my mafter turned me out with my 
child I and pinched with hunger and diftemper, 
1 commenced beggar ! Refiedlion then began 
powerfully to do its work, and heaven and earth 
feemed fliut up ; ev^ery avenue of relief or com- 
paifion feetned clofed ogainft a wretched finner, 
fmking beneath a load of horror and guilt upon 
her head ; againft a moft wretched mother, with 
an helplefs innocent babe, about to :ptTifh with 
hunger I 

As near four years had paiOed fince I left mjr 
£uher*a houfe, and my atteiii^ts had proved fruit- 
lefs to reconcile myfeU^ in better days ^ I dared 
not, I could not even admit the thought of go- 
ing thitherjf in dib my ftate of beggary, naked- 
nefs and difeafe, I doubted whether I fhould be . 
known s I did not doubt that I fiiould be re- 
jected, if known, with indignation. My dif- 
trefs was at its height ; though indeed the fierce 
demands of hunger, efpecially of my child's 
hunger^ almoft fufpended every other fenfatiofi^ 

—It 
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•—It was in this fad fituatioft, k was in thefe 
doleful circumftances that the gentleman faw me, 
to whom I owe, under God, life, falvation, all 
things. — If I might be allowed, with what joy 
would I mention; if I were able, with what 
g^ratitude would I writer his name in letters of 
gold ! How compaiTionately did he- befpeak me, 
as I fat a fpe£lacle of pity on fome fteps in the 
ibeet ! and with what benevolent pleafure did 
he advife me to haften to the MagdateH'-^^^^ 
after I had told my fad t^e ! indeed there was 
little need of advifing me ; for as that was the 
firft time I had ever heard of fo bl^Ssd a place, 
io the hearing of it was like opening the gates 
of Paradife to me. This good -man ^ve me all 
proper directions 5 told me where to find him ; 
{>romifed to take care of my poor deferted babe : 
ood in fliort, under fa» favour^ I pedtioned, and 
Was admitted into the M^gtUen-Hoi^ to which 
i owe the prefervation of itny >Ufe on cartli, and 
ifae falvation of my foul to ^tbmity. 

For as I entered that Imife with a broken 
heart and an humbled mind, %ruly confcious kS 
ail my paft offences, th^ gdcd Inftru^UoHs I ^re« 
ceived entered the more forcibly, and made % 
deeper impreffion. And I there found to my 
comfort, that through penitence, my fins may 
l>e done away, as my Redeemer is nolefs willing 
than able to fiive the fincere and contrite ; and 
to ^doa our paft ^flFences, however greftt, 09 

M 4 ttMft 



1 



248 THE VISITOR. N* 7+. 

true repentance.— But, Sir, I muft add, that I 
had not been long in the houCe, not long re^ 
ftored, (I may fay to myfelf ) before, as duty 
obliged, I wrote in the humbleft terms to in- 
form my parents, and to implore their forgiye- 
nefs. A letter was immediately returned from my 
mother, but fuch a letter as almoft broke my 
heart. In it fhe acquaints me, that my father 
had been dead near a twelvemonth j and that fhe 
herfelf then lay upon a fick-bed, from whence 
ihe had fcarce any hopes of being raifed. That 
my behaviour had brought her near to the grave, 
and that the daily reflexion on my fhame and 
mifery had well nigh broke her heart. But the 
information of my repentance had partly revived 
her; and that as fhe before fufpec^ed I was 
amongft the moft abandoned, fo now the conti* 
nuance of my good behaviour could alone pro- 
long her life. — I need not tell you. Sir, that I 
replied with all affeftion to this. Some other 
letters paffed ; and in about two months time, 
my dear, dear mother, came to the Magdalen- 
Houfe to vifit me ! 

But hbw can I defcrlbe that meeting ! Shame 
and forrow rendered me a ftatue : maternal af- 
fe£lion, mingled grief and joy, flopped all her 
power of utterance ! She clang round my neck, 
I tenderly embraced her, and ftll upon my knees 
imploring forgivenefs ! (he burft into tears, and 
all ihe could fay was, " Oh my child, my child \ 

my 
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my unhappy child ! — oh my dear Maria — my 
child, my child !"— 

Thus,- Sir, was I reconciled to the tendereft 
of mothers : and the account flbe heard of my 
behaviour had fuch an influence upon her health, 
that flie grew every day better and better. But, 
xmable to live, without lAe, as my return, (after 
having given me over for loft,) I fuppofe, ren- 
dered me dearer to her; — fhe requefted the gen- 
tlemen, to permit me to come to her; and they, 
ever generous, and ever humane, kindly permit- 
ted me to do fo, after I had been near eleven 
months in the houfe;'which I left widi regret, 
as the place of my reftoratioii and recovery to all 
things deflrable : and I now live with my mo- 
ther, ftudious only to make her happy, and to 
wipe ofF all paft ftains, as much as I may, by 
the moft exad difcharge of every duty. Whil« 
iny conftant endeavour is and fhall be to inftill 
into my poor imhappy. child's mind, fuch prin- 
ei|)les of religion and Virtue, as I am well fatis- 
iied, would have preferved me from the diftrcfs 
into which I fell, had I been fo happy as to have( 
kilown them before that falh 

I am. Sir, 

Your very refpcftful fcrvant, 
MARIA, 

I Ms N U M- 
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NUMBER LXXV. 
^d poi frnnpiUkt. Holt. 

SIR, 

ALTHOUGH mmjmA varioiis are Ab 
|)eifiMts of MftAkiffKl after hafpineis, yet 
^le gpeateft ftMcky h « conAaat fenfe of the 
DivtnefFavoiir. Tkib jpleafures which ajriie to 
the tttind frem <a rpz^keniifiejice of birtfa) Aa- 
-tion^ and foitune^ iH«<>f H ibreigii ^cnd extria- 
fie nature. Hende v(ft, tbtily 4be muldtttdes pof- 
fcifled of thefe ^bencfits^ who ai^ uttte 'ibaiiger« 
to fetid ^mA pemantat ^iatisfiuftions^ But the 
^ood mtiH bc^i^^ deftitule ;of thofe ilicideiitai 
ndvasntf^, liadi ^le^mhdeft » asexhauftibte 
fofufce of iS^ctn mtStkOi hhnfidf. Whea he 
^uits tiiexA-dtidy mA defcends into his breaft^ j^ 
ts tMt 'e^ i»etdiig ym€ti the beft bf conpai^ 
there, God, and his o^m heart. WhHe ^ 
confcioufnefs of his integrity, and the approba- 
tion of his maker, furnifh Kim with a perpetual 
feaft. 

Here, methinks, we cannot but paufe a while 
to Kile6l with gratitude upon the beneficence of 
our Creator, who bath thus, as it were, anni- 
hilated 



U-jS. THE VISITOR. 451 

hiititci M invidious diftioAioiia ambng mm^ 
kind I iind either hacb ^lAced At dsfceniims ef 
<Adam upon a Itvd ia pdnc of btppioer^ dt 
lodged the laegns theree^ HrkUn tbe reach of 
tfV€acf mm. It k jnot in the povTcir ^f every in^ 
dividual to be rich and great m the vtvrldi but 
k is tmidi in Hie ^powit <jf evesy Sndividu^ to 
BUtm A happincTs ioAnitelylui^rior iko^hejoysi 
wMch wealth ^and g ruri etir can bellow. Where«- 
fore 1st not the poor cottager oboiplfim, that all 
his labour is expended upon jNocorifig to him^ 
felf nothing more than the mere necefTaries of 
life. Such {lender aciiiHTitions ^e truly valu- 
able and weighty, upon condition that he im- 
proves his exiftence to didfe p«ipofes> fc^ wtiicK 
it was gracioully given to Mnfi. If the indi- 
gent part of the fpecies did but carefully €oii* 
iider, that to be good is to be h^ippf^ iiJMl that 
virtue and relj^ioja Are accommodated to ^very 
fituation and capaci^^ tbey woiuld Cee abun- 
dant caufe for thank&daeis, even amid thofe 
fcenes of fervitude . and toil, which «ow per- 
haps occafion envy, difcontent, and murmur. 

That frequent <intercourfe$ with the Svpremo 
Being conftitute the utmoft happinefs of imn, 
is a propofition, which ftands iii no need oJP 
proof from phi^loibphical enqtiiries, refined -ar- 
gumentations, land labonfr^d infer ei»c^<^. A very 
reftri£ted underftandi^ can cpmpreheAd this 
important truth. An arrant peafant, without 
M 6 Urevioua 
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previous information^ is fully aware of the vi^ 
emoluments, which accrue from an intimacy 
with an earthly monarch. What then muft be 
thofe exalted privileges, which redound from 
the favour and friendfhip of the Almighty Sove- 
reign of the univerfe ! 

But I fhall clofe this fubje6l: with the opinion 
t>f the Royal Pfalmift upon it; who difcovers 
the high fenfe he entertained of the Divine Pre- 
fence, by that bitternefs, with which he bewails 
the interruption of it. 

PSALM XIII. 

OiFended Majefty ! how long 

Wilt Thou conceal thy face ! 
How long jrefufe my fainting foul 

The fuccours of thy grace. 

While forrow wrings my bleeding heart. 

And black defpondence reigns, 
Satan exults at my complaints. 

And triumphs o'er my pains. 

Let thy returning fpirit, Lord, 

Difpel the fhades of night i 
Smile on my poor deferted foul. 

My God, thy fmiles are light. 

While fcoffers at thy facred word 
Deride the pangs I feel, 

' • * * * 

Deem 
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Deem my religion infincere. 
Or call it ufelefs zeal; 

Yet will I ne'er repent my choice, 

rU ne'er withdraw my truft ; 
I know Thee, Lord, a powerful friend. 

And kind, and wife, and juft. 

To doubt Thy goodnefs wou'd be bafe 

Ingratitude in me ; 
Paft favours fhall renew my hopes. 

And fix my faith in Thee, 

Indulgent God ! my willing tongue 

Thy praifes fliall prolong ; 
For oh ! Thy bounty fires my breaft. 

And rapture fwells my fong. 



NUM. 
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NUMBER LXXVI. 

i ■ ^urfin fimu mhUr mm. 
Di/mifi jeur parafites^ ivbo frai/i for hire i 
And iorm tht fair tftttm rf^bvntft mm^ 
fFh§fe fraifi Is fatHt, FotnCd of fucb eUtf asyoMTf, ^ 
Thi fick^ tht needy Jbiver mi your gaiety 
E*ven modeft want may htefi ytir hamd umfein : 
Is there no virgin ^ grac*d nmih ^evety ebmrm 
But that, fwbicb binds tbe mercenary ^vow f &c* 

Armstrong. 

7i the Visitor. 

SIR, 

Bathj Dec. 28, 1 760. 

IT is very pleafing to remark that benevo- 
lence and charity^ which abound amongft 
us. Thefe are the beft and mod certain fruits 
of true religion. And I am willing to believe, 
that no age hath feen them abound more in our 
country than the prefent, tho' the numberlefs 
royal and other charitable inflicutions in the. 
nation fufEciently prove, that thefe virtues have 
heretofore flourifhed in great beauty and power. 
When I confider the manv excellent infti- 
tutions in the metropolis, calculated for the 
relief of almoft every fufFererj when I reai 
over the ^leafing lift of the feveral benefadors 

to 
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to eaKrh, alid ^b^erve fo wmsky vf mf wortlqr 
Cottmrymcai generoufly contributliig to the res 
lief ci their 'iuffertng feUowrOrAatitfes : mgr 
4ieart,^ I tonfefs, feels a grated emotion, and I 
congratttlate tnykU on the felicity -of Hving in 
^ftn 1^ of fu^h betneficeace, and amongft beings 
of fuch bumanity. 

Bttt^^hen fjr<>m the peruial of lifts, and tl^e 
iei|iieftitation of the clofet^ I betal^e myfelf to 
the more l>ufy hauAts 'of men, and efpecially 
^ the pkdes confecrated to HEALTH and 
VIM U S£M £ K T ; too freq^iently my golden 
ideas are iinpleafingly diflipated, and my Philan^ 
thro|>y -retains «ot that amiable perfeAion I could 
iirifli it to pteferve. When I fee fuch fuihs de- 
jdfcftced to |>leafure, A}iuindered away in trifle^ 
i|o&'d about at the gaming table, lavilbed in de- 
licacies, and dilfipated in folly s I no longer 
think the contributions to charity great, "but 
ftand •amazed at the abfurdity of mankind, wh<> 
rather choofe to employ their wealth in fuch airy 
and unfatisfa£tory gratifications, than in virtu- 
ous and noble aaions, which would be delight- 
ful in prefent reilediion, and great ijl their fu-» 
ture reward. Whereas wealth employed in the 
fcrvke of merely temporal indulgences, gives 
no pleafuf e in the retroCpeS):, and can procure 
xio favour -from the juft judge 6f actions. 

I do not mean to decry amufements, or to 
ipeak with the feverity of an en^hufiaft on the 

finftil- 



256 THE VISITOR. N*' 76* 

finfulneft of diverfions: far from it: they are 
neccflary in a degree ; and to urge the contrary, 
is to combat die univerfal opinion of mankind, 
in all ages. But methinks a frugal manage- 
ment of our pleafures might enable us to dif- 
charge the debt of mutual benevolence mote 
perfe6lly, and to make ourfelves happy j by <:ontrii- 
'buting more abundantly to the happinefs of 
others. You fee I put benevolence upon a very 
felfiih principle : but I freely confefs to you, 
that I fpeak in this refpe£t the undifTembled dic- 
tates of my heart; which never feels a moi'e 
divine and elevated pleafure, than in the- oppor- 
tunity and ability to communicate felicity and 
good. Nor (hall J eafily be perfuaded, that 
there is any impropriety in indulging that fenfa- 
tion ; fince he^ whofe diftates I hope always 
to receive implicitly, ufed to fay, // is more Hef" 
fed to give than to receive. 

Now, as the one purfuit of us all is happi^ 
nefs, by whatever different trafts we follow the 
chace ; furely it might be well worth our labour 
to confult a little for the. improvement of that 
heart-felt fatisfa£tion, which arifes from the ex- 
ercife of humanity and benevolence. — See that 
poor creature juft expiring in the ftreets iot hun- 
ger : — As a man you would wifli to relieve him 5 
what is a Jbilling to you^ who are juft going to 
expend Jiftyy at a tavern ? — Go into that cot- 
tage-— the hulband is lately dead i the miferable 

widow. 
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widow, fhinned with the clamours of her little 
hungry orphans, fits weeping on the ground, in 
the bitternefs of diftrefs ! Good heavens ! What 
an exalted joy would it be to feed thofe hun- 
gry ; to wipe the tears away from thofe weep- 
ing eyes, to gladden the mifery of this defolate 
family— will it not give you more pleafure to do 
this, to fpare them five or ten guineas, than to 
buy a new fet of ^^«^/x ; to drink champaign 
for the evening j or to bet high upon the cards ! 
— But let us carry the matter ftill farther : Pub* 
lie charities owe their ftrength to private be- 
i nefa6lions. You may be an inftrument of more 
-good, by fifty or an hundred pounds given to 
i one of thefe, than by five times that fum, em- 
ployed in another way.— Now then, fuppofe 
you refolve to feparate a fum, faved from your 
common expences to this end : How eafy will 
, it be to accomplifli this, and what a fatisfac- 
tion, will it afford you at the clofeof the yej^r, 
; to find fuch a fum in your hands, confecrated 
[ to fuch fervice ; which without this frugal cha- 
rity, had been carried down the ftream of ge- 
neral diffipation — You are at a public pjace ; omit 
to play at the rooms a night now and then, and 
put into your charity-box, the money it would 
have coft you for the cards. You are ufed to 
a chair, omit that expence now and then, and 
ailign the money to your charitable fcheme. 
Inftead of twelve diilhes on your table^ now and 
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then reduce them to fix : inftead of Claret and 
Burgundy, now and then drink bumble Port ; 
keep a horfe lefs — fpare that elegant piece of 
furniture — don't purchafe, for once, that fa- 
irourite pifture. In (hort, a few favings from 
things unneceflary, will (hortly produce a con- 
fiderable fum ; and I will dare to anfwer, that t 
pra£Hce of this fort, will afFord fo much plea- 
fure at the end of the firft year, that it will be 
enlarged the fecond ; and as it will ferve to in* 
creafe a benevolent temper, fo will it lead to 
the moft amiable pradkes* 

You obferve, that I fpeak here only of what 
«re called innocent s(nd neeeflary expences) 
but how would the Aim accumulate, if men 
'would give to t^orks of virtue, half the tprofiiy 
fion they dedicate to vice and fetf-indulgences. 
i know a friend <i( mine, (though I am ibrry 
to know him in thtft refp^) who pays his tni^ 
Arefi ten guineas a week, as a fixed ttpeaMly^ai^ 
I am apt to believe, occafional prefents are not 
-iiiconfiderable. Yet could I never perfuade th» 
man to give ten gwaeas to the Magdakn-'Haufii 
a charity, which in honour HE ought, and 
which every motive of humanity calls upoa us 
all, to aflift. 

It often gives, me great difiatisfa£Hon — ^I have 
felt it here not many days fince-— to receive for 
reply, when (bllioittng the caufe of aiHi^ion ; 
<< I cannot afford it*^ have no money fair 

chai:ity— 
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charity — well, come, take that half-crown.*' 
The lovely IVelfrida gave me that reply : I bow- 
ed and retired. Not many hours after, I faw 
her fquander away five guineas in paper flowers ; 
and three more in little gewgaws at the jewel- 
lers! How amiable had we judged JVdfrida^ if, 
with the fweet glow of compaflion, Ihe had 
givqn us thofe eight guineas, and refcued a fa- 
mily from the deepeft diftrefs I 

I am. Sir, 

Your conftant reader, 

SYMPATHETICOS. 
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NUMBER LXXVII. 

*Tis a prime part ofhappinefs, to knoiv 

HotAj much unhappintfs muft pro've our lot: 

A part 'which fe<w pojfefs / V II pay life's taXf 

Without one rebel murmur ^ from this hour^ 

Nor think it miferj to be a man ;. 

IVho thinks it is, Jhall never be a God. 

Some ills we mnfl? for, *when lue isiijb to li*vi* 

YovNe« 

7i /*tf V I S I T O R. 

SIR, 

IN fome former papers, I have (hewn the /*•- 
ceUency of the Chriftian religion, as it reveals 
to us the nature of God more clearly ; — as it 
gives us a mpre perfect rule of life,— and as it 
propofes more powerful motives and fanAions to 
enforce this rule, than any other religion or in- 
flitution, ever offered to mankind. I now pro- 
ceed to fliew, as a farther proof of its excel- 
lency, that the motives and confiderations to 
patience and content, which it lays before us, 
are greatly fuperior to whatever philofophers 
taught ; and more effe<ftual to filence the com- 
plaints of grief, than all the confolations of the 
wife men, that ever undertook this friendly of- 
fice. 
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As the inconveniences of human life are fo 
many, and its diftrelTes fo various and complica- 
ted, yft find a great part of the heathen philo- 
fophy employed in finding out arguments of con- 
folation, and in propofing to mankind reafons 
for fubmif&on and patience. And furely, how 
feeble foever their efforts, and how InefFeftuai 
and weak foever their cordials, yet they are to 
be commended, in this refpedl, for their hu- 
manity and generous concern to alleviate the 
unavoidable evils of this mortal life. But their 
efforts were feeble, and their cordials weak. 
How ridiculous, to fay no worfe of it, was the 
fundamental pofitionof the Stoicks ! Who placed 
patience in apathy, and contradicted all the 
common fenfe, and common feelings of man- 
kind. And for the general topics of confola- 
tion, which were offered, fo far were they from 
alleviating, * that they aggravated afflidlions. If I 
remember right, the Emperor -Afg'^wjmadefome 
fuch reply to his miferable comforters, when they 
laid before him all the common place fayings of 
the philofophers, to comfort him under a very 
fevere affliftion ; " What you fay, obferved he, 
are the very things which occafion my uneafi- 
nefs.'* For they faid, that evils were unavoid- 
able, — that they are fatal and neceffary, — that it 
is vain to be troubled at what we cannot help, 
—that if evils are long they are but light, — if 
f^iarp but ihort s and fo on. ^^ I am apt to ima- 

%^tie^ 
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gine, fays a fine writer, that it is but a very 
fmall comfort, which a plain and ordinary man 
lying under a (harp fit of the flone, for a week 
together, would receive from fuch a fentence, as 
the laft. For what pleafure foever men, who 
are at eafe and leifure, may take in being the 
authors of witty (ayings, I doubt it is but poor 
confolation that a man under great and fiing" 
ing afflictions finds from them." We may ap- 
ply to them alii Shakefpear*% expreffive words: 

I pray thee peace.— I will he fiejb and blood. 
For there was never yet philofopher. 
That could endure the tooth-ach patiently j 
However they have writ the ftyle of Gods, I 

And made a piih at chance and fofferance. 

/ mill be fiijh and bloody is excellent ; fimilai 
to which is an expreiBon in another place,-— 

Diffute it like a num^ fa,ys one ; 
/ Jball do ^o-^fays the other j 
But I nmfi alfo fefl it as a man* 

*Tis abfurd to fuppofe, that any arguments 
or confiderations fhould diveft us of feeling* 
The philofophers miftook the point in this re- 
fpeft, while they were entirely unacquainted 
with thofe arguments, which teach us to bear 
afflifiions and evils with chearfulnefs and fub- 
mifSon, at the fame time that they allow us to 
feel all the burden \ allow us to feel as nieny 



N^77- Tn}E VIiSITOR. aSj 

teach us tp be^r a$ Chrifliam. I;ndeed there is 
nowonder^ that the heathen cafuifts were de- 
ficient in their attempts to give confolation i 
{xnct they werp ignorant of the two grand pil- 
lars, on. which refts the fabric of human hope. 
They, were ignorant of God's moral govern- 
ment of the world; they were ignorant of si 
future ftate ; and much more were they igno- 
rant of that chief fource. of^omfort to a Chrif-^ 
tiaxi^ the love, the dying love of the Prince of 
fufferers, J^fus Chriji^, of Him, who leads the 
way thro' fiifFerings to happinefs, and who hath 
afl'ured his followers, that if they fuffer with 
Him \ with his temper, and humility, thi^Jhall 
Jhare of His ghry. 

The fuperlative excellence of the Chriftian 
religion is feen ui thefe confolatory and im** 
portant truths ; and fiirdy cannot fail in this 
view to recommend itfelf to the attention and 
reception of all mankind* For who but wifhes 
to fecure a fafe and happy harbour from the 
florms ^nd tempefts of this troublefome world ? 
on the waves of which) whatever veflel fails, 
muft expert to find ipany inconveniencies in 
the voyage, And if with much hazard it e(^ 
capes rocl(:s and fai^ds, and (hipwreck, yet can 
it not efcape a variety of perils, and many dan- 
gerous blafts !, Who then can fail to defire the 
beft fecurity ? Who can fail to feek after the 
beft alleviations of the difficulties of life j the 
beft hopes of hereafter, under the ruin of ever^ 
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bopi here ?— And certainly the Chriftlan reli- 
gion alone aftbrds thefe chearing hopes. It af- 
fures us, that a gracious father^ infinite in pow« 
er, and unerring in wifdom, as good as be is 
great, and as merciful as he is mighty, rules the 
whole world of his creatures, and with- the moft 
particular and exaft providence guides and 
dire£b the vaft fyftem of things. It afliires 
us, that willing to fave, and defirous to blefs, 
he frequently chaftens in love, and affii£ls 
in mercy. As a father corre£leth his fon, 
fo this univerfal Father correds with all the af- 
fe&ion of parental regatd. And, as he willeth 
only the felicity of his creatures, fo we may al- 
ways infallibly conclude, that every afflidioh is 
defigned for our advantage, and if we* properly 
ufe it, will tend to the increafe of our future 
glory. — Muft not this fingle refledlion chear our 
fouls, and encourage us, when we droop be- 
neath the heavy hand of temporal chaftifement ? 
It comes from a father, fuperlative in wifdom, 
goodnefs, and power : from a God of Love ! 

But when we view the Son of this eternal 
God, becoming man for our fakes :— s^ man of 
forrows, and acquainted w^ith grief !— when we 
view the great example, afflidled in life, and 
more than afflifted in death : when we behold 
the marvellous and unparalleled patience where- 
with he endured the moft trying of all human 
miferles. — And when we refleft, that^ perfeft 
innocence, he thus fufFered without one fingle 
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fault or fpot, wholly for us, and for our falva* 
tion ; certainly we can never look to this Author 
and Finijher of/rtl^£flf//A, but it muft animate 
us, under every fuffmng ijtere below ; nay, and 
enable us to bear, /yot only with fubmiffion^ 
but with chearfuln/i^ any temporal evils, as 
thus we have fellowwip with the Son of God j 
and follow him by the' way of the Crofs, up to 
the fight hand ofQod, and the fulnefs of blifs ! 

Tbis^is^confideration, which muft make all 
afflictions light and eafy to be borne. They are 
hut for a moment — (for what is iim^y fourfcore 
years, to eternity ?) but they work out for us a 
weight of glory y eternal and exceeding our utmoft 
conceptions! Who would murmur at any fufFer- 
ings here, for fuch an unutterable reward ! 
What heart can defpond, what heart can fail to 
rejoice,^ when it hears the animated declaration, 
*' Be thou faithful unto deaths and I will give thee 
a crown of life-l- I will give thee perfeft feli- 
city, which fhall never be interrupted, I will 
give thee an eternity of fubftantial delights, ade- 
quate to thy jEiatiire, and fufficient to fill up all 
the defires of thy foal !" 

Under thefe confolations, we can never won- 
der to fee the fincere Chriftian rejoicing in tri- 
bulation : a dejefted Chriftian, defponding and 
complaining, is a much more furprifing fight, 
than a Chriftian finging praifes on a rack, or 
full of joy and thankfulnefs, while every limb 
is confuming in the flames ! 

Vol. IL N ^T:\v^ 



1 



'1 



i 



tt66 THE VISITOR. N' 77. 

The ftory of Lipftus is a good conclufion. He 
was an admirer of the Stoical philofophy. On 
his death-bed, his friends told him, << they need 
not offer any arguments to hiniy whofe philofopby 
was fufficient to fuppoft him, and teach him 
patience." ** Ah, faid the dying man, lifting 
up his eyes. Dear Lard Jefus Chrifty give me the 
Chrijiian patience.** Domine Jefu^ da mihi pati' 
intiam Chriftianam, 

I am. Sir, your's, &c« 

M. 



NUMBER LXXVIIL 

Thy nxuftthfii/ Providence o*er a// extends ^ 
, 7hy *w9tks obey their great Creator's ends : 
jSnd all the ills *we feeJ, or hUfs tue Jhare^ 
Are tokens of a heavenly Father's cnA, 

Dfxtv. 

To the Visitor. 

SIR, 

SUMMON'D again by the voice of Royal 
authority, we are about to huipble ourfelves 
before the throne of fuperlative power and good- 
nefs. How awful the thought ! A whole na- 
tion, from the mighty Monarch, who fills the 
throne, to the lowejfl: fubjeft, proftrate together, 
4ind with one voiC«^ addrefling the everlafting 
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^ ruler of the world. *' Turn thou us, O good 
Xford, and fo fhall we be turned. Spare thy 
•people, O Lord, fpare them ! After the multi- 
tude of thy mercies, look upon us !" We may 
be confident, that the God, who vo^chfafes to 
caft his eyes upon the concerns of mortals, can- 
not fail to behold with complacency fuch a 
fight ; and to hear with favour, the fervent fup- 
plications of fuch an unanimous multitude. 
Every idea, which reafon leads us to form of the 
Deity, aiTures us, that he is not inattentive, or 
unconcerned in fuch a cafe : and numberlefs ex- 
amples in fcripture abundantly convince us, that 
no afts of real humiliation, no petitions of fai^h 
and penitence are indifferent in his fight, or 
. ever efcape his gracious notice. Pleas'd with 
this refleftion, which every man's own reading 
will immediately exemplify, we fhall rejoice in 
our mutual and national a£l of homage to the 
Majefty of heaven ; and be lead, as one man, 
to deprecate his wrath, to implore his protec- 
tion. 

For my own part, I will freely confefs, that I 
never review thofe many and fignal fuccefles, 
wherewith the Britifl) arms have been crown- 
ed, during the prefent neceflary and important 
war ; but my mind immediately prefents to me, 
•the days of public humiliation^ which have been 
iObferved through our land with fuch remark- 
able ftri^ftnefs, and dedicated fo truly to their ap- 
N 2 ^\w\.^\ 
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pointed fcrvice ! How crowded have we beheld 
our places of public worfhip ! How ferious the 
deportment of our congregations ! How pathe^ 
tic and animating the difcourfes of out preach- 
ers ! How confcientious and exad the folemn 
celebration of all appointed duties !-— ** Thefe 
fignal fucceflTes, Father of bounty, omnipotent, 
and all -gracious ! thefe are the fruits of thy 
favourable acceptance of our public and united 
.petitions — (I am ready to fay upon the review) 
—We fee and adore thy bleiTcd interpoiition ! 
Thou haft heard our prayers ; thou haft feen 
our humiliation : Thou haft crowned us with 
ineftimable benefits !'* 

If we admit a Providence^ — (and what man 
in his fenfes denies a Providence — For what 
man denies the Being of a God ? And if 
there is z Godj there muft be a Providence: An 
Epicurean god being to all intents and purpofes 
the fame as no god at all) — If we admit a PrO' 
vidence, we muft allow, that he is able to di- 
reft, according to his good pleafure, the affairs 
of mortals ; and that confequently it is necef- 
fary for mortals to invocate his aid, and to fub- 
mit the difpofal of their affairs to his fovereign 
wifdom and goodnefs. Nor can we doubt, but 
that he will gracioufly interfere in the behalf of 
thofe, who make fuch proper application to him. 
All his Attributes ftand pledged to fecure us ; 
and his divine revelation in every page fpeaks 

con* 
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confidence and certainty to us in fuch circum- 
ftances. — We have applied; we do apply; let 
us be well fatisfied, that while we continue to 
do fo, the event will be profperous. 

This confideration may fufficiently anfwer 
their cavil, which favours at once of weaknefs 
and irreligion, who pretend, that they can fee 
no propriety in any more public fafts ; we have 
humbled ourfelves often enough, they think: the 
end is anfwered : and there is need of no more 
a<fts of humiliation. — But do fuch people confw 
der, how eafily the favour of heaven, averted 
from us, might blaft all our hopes, and ruin all 
our fair profpefts ! we are not yet independant ; 
we cannot yet command winds and waves, life 
and death. Thefe are in the hand of Omnipo- 
tence. It well becomes us humbly to acknow* 
ledge our dependance, and to deplore our mam* 
fold and yet uncorreSied offences. Indeed this alone 
were a fufficient reafon, why we {bould annu- 
ally, at leaft, unite in common humiliation be- 
fore God. For what need there is to implore 
his forgiyenefs, to entreat his mercy, to depre- 
cate his indignation ; no man can be ignorant, 
who knows the world at all ; and who beholds 
the iniquity, which abounds amongft us ; tho*, 
bleffed be God, I hope we may fay, with hu- 
mility, we do not feem to be more atrocious 
and guilty than many preceding ages. Yet, 
God knows, we are guilty enough : vice abounds 
N 3 tco^ 
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too, too much : the blefled and moft excellent 
fiaith of our holy Redeemer is but too much pro- 
faned and defpifed $ and every thinking man fees 
but too much caufe to complain, and to cry, 
*< Space us, O Lord, for our oBFences are great, 
are many ! in mercy remember^ and pardon a 
finful people !'' 

<* If this be the cafe, an objedor might fay, 
to what end is all your failing ? Do you ima- 
gine that the fearcher of hearts will be pleafed 
with merely external humiliation ? Is not this 
deep hypocrify ? Hath he not declared, that die 
prayer, and confequently all the religious duties 
of the wicked, are his abomination ?'' — ^Thijr 
objection might have fome force, if it was true, 
that every perfon in our nation was thus worths 
Icfs and hypocritical. Though even then, per- 
haps it might be confronted with fome ftriking 
inftances of the efficacy of external humiliation. 
But blefTed be God, we are well aflured, amongft 
the vail numbers, that in this populous nation 
Ihall fall before the throne of heaven, and unite 
in earneft fupplication for its welfare, thoufands 
and ten thoufands will be found, upright in 
heart, iincere in faith, humbled, truly humbled 
in foul y and fuch obfervers of a Fqflj as God, 
by his prophet hath declared, he will approve. 
See Ifaiah v. 8. Their prayers will arife, like 
incenfe before him : and many, we fincerely 
hope and truil, brought to a ierious fenie of 

things. 
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things, will from thefe daySj learn wifdom, rend 
their hearts and not their garments, and turn 
with repentance to their Lord and their Saviour. 
— ^This alone can make a Faji profitable td 
themfelves as individuals : it is hoped, that fo 
far as concerns the nation^, the fervent and 
humble prayers of the truly righteous, will 
prevail with the God of glory, to love, to fave, 
and to defend, — / will not dejiroy ity (let us re- 
member he once faid) for the fake of TEN righ* 
teous. 

It fhduld be the ambition of every Briton to 
be one of tibofc righteous^ true patriots, and real 
friends to their country : A country, happy 
beyond alJ others, which the light of heaven 
vifits with its gladnefs. Senfible of the pecu- 
liar felicity we enjoy, let us endeavour to fe- 
cure it, by fecuring, the proteftion of God, by 
thankful, humble, holy lives ; and now efpeci- 
ally, when we are called upon by our beloved 
Af^arcf^j called upon this FIRST year of his 
aufpicious reign. — Let us rejoice in the thought, 
that with him we (hall kneel, with him we Ihall 
pray, and with A/Vw^ we do not doubt, be heard, 
for every defirable bleffing^ upon him, ouj:^ 
country, and ourfelve^ ! 

lam, Sir, youra, &c. 

M. 

N 4 N U M-' 
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NUMBER LXXIX. 

To man the bleeding Crofs has promised all : 
TJbe bleeding Crofs has fioom eternal grace: 
Who gaive his life what grace fiall he deny ? 

YouiJC. 

IN my papers of laft year, upon the prc- 
fent folemn occafion *, it was fhewn 
at large, that the commemoration of Chrift's 
death and paffion, is itfelf a ftrong proof of 
Chriftianity, as w$:li as the mod exalted tef- 
timony of divine love. — It is very obferya- 
ble, that every particular, in this ftupendous 
aft of mercy, was foretold long before the 
event ; a fufficient evidence to the unprejudiced 
mind, that the whole was under the immediate 
direftion of that God, who alone can forefee fu- 
ture events, and bring them to the determined 
ifiue. '* Chrift was apprehended," to ufe the 
words of an excellent prelate^ The anointed of thi 
Lord, fays Jeremiah long before, was taken in 
their nets. But how ; he tnuft be fold; for what? 
For thirty pieces of filver ; and what muft be 
done with thefe ? Buy a field. — See it all fore- 
told ! Jnd they took the thirty pieces y, the price of him 
that was valued^ and gave them for the potters 
fields faith Zachariah (mifwritten Jeremiahj by 

one 
• Go9d-Friday« 
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one letter miftaken in the abbreviation.) By 
whom ? That child of perdition^ that the firipture 
might be fulfilled. Which was he ? It is fiwetold : 
He thai eateth bread with mey fays the Pfalmift* 
And what will his difciples do ? Fly away and 
forfakehim: fo faith the prophecy, I will fmite 
the Jhepherdy and the Jheep Jhall be fcattered. What 
{hall be done to him ? He muft be fcourged and 
fpit upon ; Behold I hid not my face from jhame 
and Jpittingy it is faid of him by Ifaiah^ long^ 
before. What (hall be the iffue ; he fball be led to 
death : The Mejftah Jhedl be cut <?^^(aith DanieU 
In what manner ? He muft be lift up upon a 
crofs ; Like as Aiofes lift up the ferpent in the wil- 
demefsy fo Jhall the fon of man be lift up. They 
pierced my hands and my feety fays the prophet 
David. With what company ? He was numhe-- 
red with the wicked^ fays the prophecy, crucified 
with two thieves, fays the hiftory : Where ? JVith-- 
out the gatesy fays the prophecy : What becomes 
of his garments j they cannot fo much as caft 
lots for them, but it is prophefied : They divided 
;«y garments ; and for my vefture did they caft 
lots. What (hall we fay, no one aftion refpec- 
ting him but is foretold : his very words, his. 
complaint, his refignation, his requeft : — Father y 
forgive them^ faid he; he prayed for the tranfgref^ 
forsy faith the prophet. And now when he faw 
all thefe prophecies fulfilled, knowing that one 
remained, he laid, / thirjl-^ Domincyquid fltlsy. 
N £ laiiU 
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faith one : O Lord, what thirfteft thou for? A 
wonderful bearing, that a man, yea - that God 
and man dying, fhould CQmplaiii of.thirfk— • 
Could he endure the wrath of his father, the 
curfe of our fms, thofe tortures of body, and 
horrors of foul ; and doth he (brink at his thirft.^ 
No, it was to fulfil the fcripture. It was not 
the neceflity of nature, but the neceffity of his 
fiiither's decree, that drew forth this wottl, / 
thirft. They offered him the draught before; 
he refufed it ; whether it were an ordinary p* 
iim for the condemned to haften death (as in 
the ftory of M, Antonjy which is the moft re- 
ceived conftru£tion,) or whether it were the 
Jewifli potion, whereof the Rakkis fpeaks^ whofe 
tradition was, that the malefador to be execut- 
ed (hould after fome good counfel from two of 
their teachers be taught to fay, kt my death he 
for the remiffion of all my Jim: Upon which a 
bowl of mixt wine was given him, whh a grain 
of frankincenfe, to bereave him both of reafon 
^nd pain. — After this he declared, all ts finijhed^ 
•* the whole Work i? complete, th6 fcriptures 
are fulfilled," — bowed the head, and gave up 
the ghoft. 

Nothing affords a ftronger atteftation to any 
truth, than plain and cIczt prophecies ; of which 
fo many were evidently and undeniably fulfilled 
in Chrift, that one would conceive no man, 
who fuffers himfelf to think at all, could either 

doubt 
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doubt the truth, or be indifferent to the duties 
of the Chriftian religion* Indeed there is one 
"iingle ch^ter, the 53d of J^aiah, which is alone 
iufficient to convince every impartial enquirer.. 
Its influence upon the celebrated Earl of Ra-* 
che/ler is imll known; and we cannot but be- 
Keve, that it muft' bsrve a fimtlar inftuenee upon 
every man^ who wilt fit dow* ferioufly and read 
it, and without prejudice, enquire, of whom^ 
fpeaketh the prophet this? Of hm^elfi or of 
fime other man ? 

For my own part, I muft confefe, that there 
is one particular which conftantly occurs to my 
obfervation, when reviewing the ancient worlds 
whether of Jews^ or Heathens^ and which feems- 
inexplicable^ without reference to the grand ex- 
piation made by Jefus Chrift: I mean, the 
univerfal practice oi facrifidng^ which undeni- 
ably is as old, if not as the faU^ yet as the times 
of Cain and Mel\ which may be traced from 
their days, down through every period, and into- 
every country and nation under the fun. If this 
was not typical and fignificative of Chrift's- fu- 
ture facrifice ; what could be the intent, what 
the life? What relation hath the death of an 
innocent animal to the placating the Deity for 
the fins of a man \ The whole is inexplicable^ 
myftcrteus, and abfurd, upon any other view,, 
than that to which we are led, by the know- 
ledge of his all-fuiEclent facrifice, who iiied^ to> 
N 6 reieegi 
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redeem and fave, as an holy and all-perfe£l vie- 
tim, the fallen human race ! 

And certainly this wonderful viSfimy fo glo- 
rious in himfelf, and fo confummately excellent, 
is well calculated to anfwer all our wants, and 
to difperfe all our anxieties. ^^ He is iiifinitely 
fuperior to the^ demeriu of fin; and ^abfolves 
from all guilt, exempts from all condemnation. 
His merits afford us a m<^ valid and never-fail- 
ing plea againft the accufations of Satan^ and 
the challenges of confcience. They eftablift 
an undoubted title to every bleffing, whether in 
time or in eternity, whether in grace or in 
glory. They are a fure fupport for the Chrif- 
tian in an hour of defertion, and in the agonies 
of death. Calling anchor on this bottom, he 
may difmifs every fear, and ride out every ftorm. 
Leaning upon this ftaff, he may go down to the 
repofe of the grave ; and neither be appalled a^ 
the folemn harbingers of diflblution, nor terri- 
fied at its far more awful confequences. The 
merit of Chrift's facrificej and the power of the 
divine y i£Hm himfelf will unfeal the tomb ; will 
bring forth the fleeping duft from the chambers 
of putrefafiion^ and build up the whole man in- 
to immortality and glory ! By this he will be 
prefented without fpst y prefented faultlefs ; yea, 
be prefented ferfe6l^ and with exceeding joy, be- 
fore the throne!" 

What 
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What a gift, then, is this ajl-fufficient facri- 
fice of Chrift, which we this day commemorate ! 
— Bleffed be God, for all the indulgent difpen- 
fations of Providence ! BlefTed be God, for all 
the beneficial produdUons of nature ! But above 
all, bleiTed be God^ for the tranfcendent, the 
unfpeakable gift of Jefus Chrift, and him cru- 
cified ! 



M. 
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NUMBER LXXX. 

Mgbt 1 from fortum^s hountious hand recehvi 
Each bootty each Bi^n^^ in her paw'r to give : 
G^nimt mnJt fcitmc^ mtraU^ tmd^good fenftf 
Vmnnifd honours^ *wiif and eloquence ; 
A numerous offspring to the ivorid ivell'kno'wiif. 
Both for paternal virtues and their o«wn : 
M*uen at this mighty price Id not be bound 
To tread the fame dull circle round and round i 
The foul requires enjoyments more fuhlime^ 
By /pace unbounded, undeftroyd by time. 

Jennyn's tranflation of H. Browne 
on Immortality^ 

To the Visitor* 
SIR, 

ID O not remember, ever to have feen it ob- 
ferved, amongft the various proofs which 
arife, in teftimony to the foul's immortality, that 
** a great city is a ftriking evidence to this capi- 
tal and important truth/' The thought ftruck. 
me, as I was travelling yefterday through our 
noble metropolis f and I was fo much convinced 
by it myfelf, that I determined, by the channel 
of your truly valuable paper, to offer the hint 
to the refledtion of the public. 

Many 
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Many excellent writers have deduced ufefuf 
moral r^fledions from a furvey of the wonder- 
ful oeconomy of ants, of bees^, of bea^trers, an^ 
the £ke; their nefts, their hives, their houfes^ 
have afforded matter for inftruSiive and agree^* 
able fpeculation. They befpeak «much dedfign, 
they &tw the amazingly ftrong. power of what 
we call inftin^ j that wonderful fome^ing^ given* 
by the Deity to the animal creation,.' in the 
place of our reafon. — But while we admire and) 
contemplate thefe, we omit what is nearer to us, 
the places of our own abode 5 for however curiou» 
and elegant the works of diefe creatines may 
be, whatever powers they demonftrate, yet how^ 
mean and inconiiderahle are they, in compari- 
fon with an elegant and commodious dwellings 
much more with a whole city, compoied of 
thoufands of fuch dvOilUngs ; placed in the moSt 
regular order, and finllhed with all the advan<- 
tages that art and labour can fupply ? Look 
down one of the fpacious ftreets ; fee it thronged 
with inhabitants, occupied in their feveral em-^ 
ploys, and crowding along with all^ the hafle of 
follicitous anxietyy and induftrious zeaL Again, 
furvey the noble river which rolls its wealthy 
current thro' the midft of the city r and fee, 
what the labowr of man hath atchieved ! Acrofs 
the rapid ftream proud bridges ftretch their 
ftrong arches \ and all the burden of trade is 
2 con- 
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conveyed on dry land. But why particularife ? 
You have the objefl: before you ; confider it 
well : and fay, can you imagine, that the mindf^y 
which form and dixt£t fuch habitations, fhaU 
perifli, like the habitations tbemfelves ? A city, 
you grai^t, is a fine and ftrildng object; but the 
inhabitants of it, how much are they fuperior 
to the city itfelf I It requires infinitely more art 
and labour to form fuch a receptacle for the hu- 
man race, than an ant-hill, or a beaver's lodge : 
but thefe, you fay, witnefs wonderful inftinca : 
how much more then does a large city bear wit* 
nefs to a power in man ; which I could as well 
fuppofe formed only to exift in time, as I could 
fuppofe a city built to exift eternally. 

If this argument (hall appear as conelufive 
and ftriking, as it is new, I (hall think myfelf 
happy ir\ having pointed out one evidence more 
of that great truth, which, to mortals, is. of all 
others raoft important and interefting : a truth, 
which dimini(hes the valu^ of fublunary things, 
as much as it fupports the upright foul amidft 
all the inconveniencies of morulity. Indeed 
this fingle truth is fuificient to awaken us into a 
zealous concern for religion and virtue : for if 
man is immortal, and muft partake of a ftate 
unalterable and ever-during, either in happinefi 
or mifery, what egregious madnefs is it to neg- 
k£l a regard for that ftate, while enflaved ^o 

traa- 
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tranfitory purfuits ! On the other fide, if maa 
is not immortal, why any follicitude, why any 
attention * to virtue ? A great author fays well, 
" if there is no futurity^ I had rather be an 
oyfter than a man :" And who, that thinks at 
all, is not of the fame mind ? — But man is im- 
mortal; and wretched Vill his ftate be, who 
believing this truth, Hves neverthelefs in con- 
trariety to it. 

I am, Sir, 

Your*8, &Ct' 



NUM. 



i 
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Ii9fin*mki Jm»i the monstrcH*! ruU mttfi fr§ve, 
Wb9f<mmii his gttainefi on his fmlji&s Isve : 
. Who ins 9ssr homagtfsr our gtod re^re^ 
Jbsd orders ihatp ivhich njoejhould firft dtfin ; 
Our 'yaHquifi>d 'wills ^ the f leafing force ohey j ^ 
His Goodnefs takes our liberty anuay.^ r 

And haughty Britaiuyields to arbitatyfiwayp ^ 

Prior. 

To ihi Visitor. 
SIR, 

IF the following paragraphs taken from the 
Dean of Bri^oPs * fermon, preached the laft 
general faft-day before the houfe of Commons, 
have the fame efFeft upon you, as they had up- 
on a confiderable part of his audience, you will 
contribute your ufeful endeavours to make them 
as public as poffible. 

Sermon, p. i6. *^ May ,this he the happy 
fate of Britain^ of her King and her people ! 
May the Lord repent of the evil^ which he thought to 
do unto us ! The fate of Britain cannot but be 
happy, if her fons will learn righteoufnefs, and 

live 

• Dr. Squire, now Biihop of St. David's, 
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live agreeably to the precepts of their holy re- 
ligion. The fkte of Britain cannot but be 
happy under the aufpicious government of 
George the Good *, if the well regulated* 
piety of the Sovereign, bis uniform and exem- 
plary devotion, his found and upright under-* 
ftanding, his humane, feding and benevoFent 
heart, his purity and integrity of manners, un-r 
touched amidil the flames of youth, caaHecurc 
the permanent profperity and happinefs of a 
nation. 

Oh ! may the imperial robe, fo lately put on, 
continue to fit light, eafy and graceful upon his 
ftiouldersi may he ever find his fubjefls duti- 
ful, iaidiful and obedient! may he fee all his 
. vows fulfilled ! he will fee his moft ardent vows 
fulfilled, if he may behold his people fiourifhing 
in domeftic union and tranquillity \ fiourifhing 
in credit and reputation among foreign nations,^ 
and fiourifhing in the pracStice of virtue and re- 
ligion, the never-failing fource of national feli- 
city ! may he foon put a good end to the juft 
and neeeflary, tho' extremely expenfive war, in 
which he finds himfelf fo intricately engaged^ 
and be able to give to his own fubje(Sh, to his 
allies, and to Europey the WefEng fo devoutly ta 
be wiflied, the blefiing of an honourable, fafe 

and 

• Let it be remembered, that in France, and in many 
other kingdoms, it has generally been a cuftotR. \si ^hv 
their Kings exprc/live appellation^. 
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and durable peace. — ^May our lateft pofterity 
make the long, happy and glorious reign of 
G£ORG£ THE GooD, the common meafure of 
feliciution to all his defcendants, fitting upon 
the throne of thefe kingdoms, till time fhall be 
no more. 

** To thefe petitions for the happinefs of our 
King, and the peace of our yerufalem^ Js there 
a Briton, whofe heart, as well as tongue, does 
not chearfuUy fay. Amen." 

Was ever prince more happily furnamed ? And 
did ever prince better deferve the appellation of 
Good? Oh ! may all his fubjefts catch the echo 
of this amiable title, till it find a place in our 
future artnals, as well as in our daily converfa- 
tion. 

Why was our King the beft, the moft 
loyal and obedient of fubjeifts under his royal 
grandfather's empire ? Becaufe he wai good. 

Why was he formerly, and why is he ftill, in 
the midft of royalty, the moft dutiful of fons to 
his afFeftionate parent ? Becaufe he is good. 

Why has he been even almoft adored by thofe, 
whofe offices have given them the honour to ap- 
proach his perfon ? Becaufe he is good. 

What moved him to make that jgenerous, 
noble and conftitutional 4^claration upon his 
immediate acceffion to the throne, which gave 

fuch 
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fuch- heart-felt pleafure to all hi3 fubjefts ? His 
goodnefs. 

In the tumultuous moment of traniltion from 
fubje<9: to Jcing, what rendered him lo remark- 
ably eafy,calm, and in full pc^effion of himfelf? 
His goodnefs. 

What moved him, even in the firft hour of 
greatneis, either perfonally to afliire, or by mef- 
fages to declare to all his fervants, that he would 
ftill continue his favour to them, and that his 
advancement (hould be no lefs to them ? His 
goodnefs. • 

Why has he continued fo many of his grand- 
father's old fervants in their employments, or 
given them penfions equivalent to the pofts which 
the conjunfture would not permit them to hold 
longer ? Because he is good. 

Why did he furrender the hereditary revenue 
of his crown to the difpofition of parliament 
for a limited annual income? For an income, 
probably 200,000 /. lefs than would have been 
given to him, had he demanded it ?— Becaufe 
he loves his fubjefts ; Becaufe he is good. 

It was the fame goodnefs of hearty which prompt- 
ed him, the very moment the regal power came 
into his hands, to renew the proclamation a- 
gainft vice, and to declare his refolution to do 
every thing in his power to difcountenance pro- 
phanenefs in all (hapes. 

It 
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It was the fime gcodmfs of hearty which in the 
DearCs words, *' animates his well-regulated 
piety to his God ; which dire^ his uniform and 
.exemplary devotion, and preferves his morals 
pure and untouched, amidft the flames of youth." 

Why has he thrown down the partition walls 
of hSdon^ and encouraged the ireeft accefs of 
all fubjeds to his prelence, and his favours ? 
Becaufe be is good. 

Why has he declared his averfion to. all forts 
of parliamentary corruption, both within the 
houfe and out of it ? Becaufe he is good. 

Why hath he made the judges abfolutely in« 
dependent on the crown, both of the fuccefTor, 
0s well as of the reigning prince ? Becaufe he is 



Let other nations boaft of thegreainefs of dieir 
.princes, of the extent of their encreafing domi- 
.nions, of dieir compleat vi£lories and fplendid 
triumphs. — But can there be true greatnefe, where 
there is not goodnefs ? Or can there be grcat- 
nefs, which is purchafed with the lives and; for- 
tunes of myriads of unhappy people ? * 

G£ORG£ THE Good is our Prince, nor would 
we exchange him for all the Alexanders j the Ju- 
lius CafarSf and the Lewis the Greats^ that ever 

exifted. 

* Sec a Letter to Lord Hallifax, ^c. printed for Ncw- 
i>ery. 
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cxifted.— As our King is gocrd, let us know him 
hereafter by that amiable name, and tranfmit the 
titk of George ihe Good to all pofterity. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

PHILOBASILEUS. 
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^0 te caleftis JapUntia duceret, ires* 

HoR. 

IN a former paper I obferved, that the high- 
eft happinefs of intelledElual creatures confift- 
ed in a perpetual intercourfe with almighty God« 
But to prevent miftakes, it may be incumbent 
upon us to enquire, what is the genuine teft and 
proof of this divine communion. Our blefled 
Lord hath refolved this important queftion. "Ye 
are my Difciples, if ye do whatfoever I com- 
Inand you :" and again, ** If a man love me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we will -come unto him, and make . 
our abode with him." Whence it follows, that 
if our anions be not fuitable to the laws of 

God, 



\ 



i 
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God, all our pretences, warmth, and tranTports 
arc no better than the artifices of hypocrifjr, 
the impofitions of fanaticifm, or the delufions 
of the grand enemy of mankind. 

On the other hand^ we are not to be difcou- 
raged at incidental abfences, and dejections of 
fpirits, when we are engaged in facred duties. 
Mail is a compoiition of foul and body ; and 
during their union here, the former will be of- 
ten interrupted in her religious performances, 
by the difeafes and imperfeftions of her aflbci- 
ate. Inattention, languors, and dejedions many 
times proceed from a temporary indifpofition of 
the animal ceconomy. A relaxation of the ner- 
vous fyftem, an inequality in the circulation of 
the blood, and more efpecially a depravity of 
the juices (as the Phyficians term it) will have 
a powerful and furprizing influence upon the 
mental faculties. I fpeak this in pity to multi- 
tudes ; becaufe I daily fee pious and worthy per- 
fons afflifling themfelves beyond meafure, thro* 
their ignorance of this weighty truth. 

Befides, they would do well to recolleft thofe 
gracious allowances, which our companionate Sa- 
viour hath made upon record for the omiffions, 
frailties, and defaults of human nature. Even his 
Difciples, who accompanied him into the gar- 
den the night preceding his crucifixion, could 
not reprefs unfeafonable {lumbers. It is alfo 
very obfcrvable, that the mild reprehenfion- of 

our 
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our Lord upon this occailon, fuggefted at the 
fame time a tender apology for their mr(be« 
haviour. 

Prayer and meditatbn have a dtreft tendency 
to kbep open the communtcation between the 
Supreme Being and the foul of man. But the 
public worihip of God hath the pofitive promtfe 
of his more immediate prefence. What then 
Ihall we fay to thofe, who ufe a thoufand little 
pitiful fubterfuges to juftify their abfence from 
the houfe of prayer. I had lately an opportu- 
nity of introducing the fentiments and example 
of the royal Pfalmift. With my reader's per- 
miflton, I will recommend to him another of 
David's compoiitions, where he will £nd this 
fubjeft remarkably illuftrated. I mean the forty* 
fecond Pfalm 4 in the beginning whereof the 
author appears mightily follicitous to exprefs 
the vehemence of his defire to approach again 
the ordinances of the fanfluary. The allufion 
there mentioned, is of ftronger import than 
what perhaps is generally imagined. It may be 
iieceffary to notice, that when a deer is clofely 
purfued by the hunters, he takes fatly as it ?a 
called ; that is, he fpeeds into the water. This 
is commonly his dernier refort ; wherefore he 
makes the moft powerful efforts to accomplifh 
his purpofe. During fuch refolution, the natu- 
ral timidity of his temper yields to a fudden fe- 
rocity, which would very much endanger mark 
or hbrfe, who accidentally obftr\i^^d\x\^.c;^>M^e.. 

Vol, 11. O ^^ 
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In the next place» the Pfalmift pathetically 
denotes the feverity of his forrows^ while the 
Pagans upbraid him with the inutility of his 
feith 'amd confidence in the true God. But con- 
fcious of the fuperiority of his reltgjon, he in« 
fiances to .himfelf that happineis, which refult** 
ed frbm his attendance upon the public wor« 
ftiip'; land takes occafion fromthofe prior com- 
forts, to hold up his foul under prefent fuffer- 
ings : more particularly under his fore diftrefs 
of banifhnoent from the temple of God. He 
not only expoftulates with bis own heart for 
its difEdence and fears, but he even reproaches 
his breaft for its inquietude and defpondence ; 
bccaufe at that very period, he experienced the 
fenfe of Gtxl's favour. He likewife caUs to 
mind pad mercies, and the fignal deliverances 
which God had wrought for him at a time, 
when he had as little encouragement to expeSt 
the interpofition of the Deity, as amidft thofe 
troubles which induced him to pen this Pfalm. 
Then he coficludes with a (Iriking repetition 
of^ former foliloquy, and of his purpofed re- 
liance upon God in all future difficulties that 
might befall him. Thus the ftruggle termi- 
nates, and t|;ie religious Monarch goes off tri- 
umphant. 

The paflages which relate to the contumeli- 
ous inve£lives of the heathen, are omitted in 
the fubfequeat verfion, that the Pfalm may be 
4 more 
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more extenfively applicable to every afflided 
individual. 

P S A L M XLIL 

XX^ I T H fierce defire the hunted Hart 

Explores the cooling ftream ; 
Mine is a paflion ftronger far. 
And mine a nobler theme. 

Yes, with fuperior fervors, Lord, 

I thirft to fee thy face 5 . 
My languid foul would fain approach 

The fountains of thy grace. 

Oh ! th5 great plenty of thy houfe ! 

The rich refrefhments there ! 
To live an exile from thy courts 

Overwhelms me with defpair. 

In worfhip when I join'd thy faints, 
, How fweetly pafb'd my days'! 
Prayer my divine employment thert, 
And all my pleafure praife. - - 

But now I'm loft to every joy, 

Becaufe detain'd from thee j 
Thofe golden pferlodsf lite^er returriy ^ ^ 

Or ne'er return^'td al€. - . < - .— 

Yet, O my foul, why thus depreft. 

And whence this anxious fear ? 
Let former favours fix thy truft, 
. And c^ck the rifing tear, 

O ^ ^NV'w 
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When darknefs, and when fqrrows rofe^ 

And prefs'd on every fide. 
Did not the Lord fuftain thy fteps. 

And was not God thy guide ? 

Affliction is a ftormy deep. 

Where wave refoands to wave ; 
Tho* o*er my head the billows roll, 

I know the Lord can fave. 

Perhaps before the morning dawns. 

He'll reinftate my peace; 
For he, who bad the tempeft roar. 

Can bid the tempeft ceafe. 

In the dark watches of the night 

I'll count his mercies o'er 3 
I'll praife him for ten thoufand paft. 

And humbly fue for more. 

Then, O my foul, why thus depreft. 

And whence this anxious fear ? 
Let former favours fix thy truft. 

And check the rifing tear. 

Here will I reft, and build my hopes^ 

Nor murmur at his rod ; 
He's more than all the world to me. 

My health, my life, my God ! 

N. 
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NUMBER LXXXIII. 

Here painty fair Mufe^ the fworjhip God reqidris f 
The Soul inflamed twith chafte and holy fires \ 
Where love celefiial warms the happy hreaft^ 
Where from finctrity the thought* stxprefs^d: 
Where genuine piety and truth refined, 
Re-eonfeirate the temple of the mind: 
With grateful fiatnes theJikdng al(arjglow. 
And God defiends to vifit man below. 



Duty, 



To the Visitor. 



.SIR, 

AT the foot of Ham Horos^ the Holy 
Mountain *, (thro* which the proud Per- 
fian Monarch, impotent in power, vainly defired 
to cut an impoffible way) lived Albanius the her^ 
rmt. Kfis little hut was almoft inacceffible to 
the tread of mortals ; forty years had rolled 
away during his refidence there ; and he had 
paffed an hundred years of weary pilgrimage 
upon the earth. The fndwy locks which co- 
vered his venerable head, were not more pure 
and white than his confcience \ and his wifdom 
*' O 3 was 

* Mount-Athos, fo called both by Greeks and Turks. 
There is no appearance, travellers aflure us, of the \3aC- 
age, which iowit hiftorians Uy, Xti^^^ t>3i\ >Jcwx^>^'i^ vx* 
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was celebrated throughout all the neighbouring 
country ; for he leaned on the ftaflF of experi- 
ence^ and the eye of his mind was clear, un- 
polluted, and piercing as the eagle's ; hk dero- 
tions were borne to heaven on the wings of feith 
and purity : His hope was firmly fixed as the 
roots of Haion Horos itfelf ^ and his intentions 
ftrait, and ever pointing to the ikies, like the 
cedars which grew from the mountain's top. 

Not far from his hermitage, ftood the convent 
of Pancratori ; thither jObamus was wont fre- 
quently to refort, to um'te in public prayer, and 
to liilen to the enquiries of the fincere and fol- 
licitous. His c6unfel was like dew to the 
thirfty foil. Tike balm to the wounded and af^ 
fiidled mind. Grief heard him', and forgot to 
weep : Doubt lifte^ed, and behoicl^ it w|8 light : 
error approached^ and his hand prefented the 
clue to guide her through the mazy Jabyrintb.^ 

** Son of ArcadiuSy' faid the Hermit, — ^when 
one day he beheld Softmenes waiting in the ora- 
tory- — ** Son of Jrcadius^ to what purpofe is 
, this frequent maceration of thy body by Faft^ 
ing ? To what end the multitude of thy pray- 
ers, and this vain repetition of empty words ? 
Thinkeft thou that the Eve <rf the univerfe can 
view with complacence a decprated outfek, 
when the inward parts are defiled and abomi^ 
nable ? Lo, he pierceth, with brightnefs tenfold 
beyond the brightnefs of the fun, into the very 

fecrets 
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. fe^wis-of fl\e foul ;: rii^^V d^^^ the 

rifi^ii[^f ihteiTitibn are open to Vhis view : Not a 

\^Om*ft>fjSeth itfelf on oui" tongue, nota iefirt 

i^fl^hh Itfelf to our heart, hut he knowetl^ 

• it^i4^iji' .^pmnifcient J^boyah !— For, be cr<sa^e4 

\: jhH^f^nnsLy the etern^ wtf^om ftilt bje. ^^ giory. 

;'-}^(^W^^ of God ! But fay, ih^U . 

:v-^i^-;^ptaWfuUy reverence hk eorninand^, who iii_ 

Y'^^jhe^Ai^f^n^^ aod life, the counfellor 

■ ,f;';5ma'^^i?iaSitig^'^^^^ ? He hath fa,idj ana lobey^ 

' ..^ie'fgokcJVarid with trembling I adore !" 

;;/.; .i;.'* '-Sofinitnesj replied the hermit, hear and un- 

:i5jS!^^3*Bd^ A certain mafler hM a fervaat, in 

•-I^^W^i^5-5^P*^^ And being 

-^}Sjlie^^ long journey, i he caomiil^sd to 

^^^^^^^ that he had, faying, ^VTWcc heel 

^•^^l^j^yfeifc^ my houfliold, oh. my {aJfl;^kt 

. '.• ;?'!j^tgriM ftay by thy fide, let dtlfigenc^ lead 

.>5k4h3«>.03»; the way,vlet fobrieCy .fit doivh continu- 

I.'ir- AJ^^V Ayi.t^^ fee that thou bar dbe gate$ of 

^^<^$' txf^^^k^ ftiadows of night api*. 

.^*^?J^^^»^?i^^ in the morning be thou firft, a,t 

i^^f^j^i^^^^ of the cock, to awaken thy feltow 

•^*'^rvaji^^ labour. "-^Spfayiriglie 

ik^f/^Sife^?-^^ fervaiit beard an^ re* 

- -^eij'ijj the'ifuft,: But J6on forgetting hi& de- 

ficei ;.as Ills . lyord prolonged his, Aafy, he 

t4d.himfelf • me^^V^ 

iifc^fJif;V.v '•: . '■:" " •■ -• : ^V::• ;•■"'•■;■.. 
■■lifter .' .-■^■■•■\- ' 
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his Lord would no tnore return. He .fa\r the I 
^ates of the houiho^d barred at night, he arofe 1 
in the morning, and awakened the fervants tb i 
induftry and labour. But he^ drove, far frotil 
himfelf, febricty, diligence and watchfuln^^.— 
What thinkeft thou, that the Lord of tKia- fcr- 
vant will do to him, when he returns to claim 
his own ? And when he Ihall only hav.e to urge 
in bis defence, that ke fecured the external aver 
^ues, while he confumed, within, all his mailer's 
fubftanccj will be not deliver hiin to the Judge, . 
;and fhall not his life be demanded witli tc^rture 
and ignominy ? 

Son of JrcadsuSf thou art this fervant f Thy- 
heart is full of corruption and deceit: Thou art 
a flave to this world, though its ||lependaiice 14' 
weaker than the bruifed reed. Thou aii^bf r^y ]V 
for wealth, ^d greedy of power, though* SiJ- 
thou couldft drink more than the fea. befo'rl5> 
thee, or rife higher, than the inacceffible^opjetf';.' 
this Holy Mountain, thou wouldft not be faj^tsr.<jL' 
£ed !— Yet fraught with thefe pafEons,* ilibS*.« 
wouldft place the demon of deceit even :OTfofe • *' 
God and thyfelf ! Vain and erring ! An^kripw- >: 
ingy that the Omnipotent requires a dute^tift v 
obfervance, thou wouldft pay him .wi3i'.ba3fe.**^ 
coin, ^hilc thou retaineft the real goM! fiJ^^- 
what (hall thy Fajiing profit thee, if thoujjiofl: • : 
•not humble thy foul^ and produce firuks'ife-- V^ ; 
ictiptabte to tbfe Kin^ of Eternity i Is tlfej^^ * 
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^tkat he hath chofen, defigned only to caufe the 
head to boj^ down as a bulrufh ; to zffiiA the 
1)ody with fackcloth and afhes ? Is not this the 
acceptable Faft, — to loofe the l)ands of wicked- 
nefi ; to undo the heayy burdens ; to let the 
afflifted go free ? 1$ it not to deal thy bread to 
the hungry? To bring the poor to thyhoufe? 
And when thou feeft the nakqd, to cover him f 
TThis is the Faft, which the Lord will approve : 
this will make thy light rife in dbfcurity, and 
thy darknefs ihfne as the noon day ! 

Remember, O Ton of Jrcadiusy that purifi^ 

cation of foul, and Jpirituality of afte<^ions, are 

the great ends of the Holy Redeemer's faiths' 

External fervices pxoiit mudh, as means to this 

'^nd i but are empty, as the foam fhat dalh- 

eth onulbe rock«, and Is no more, when thejf 

arc deftitutc^ of thefe graces j when they are the. . 

only reliance of the foul. He that ofFereth pa 

Jfhe altar of an humble heart, faith, penitence;^ 

...■purity, refignation aiid love, ofFereth an acccp- 

. table fervice : but what availeth aJl external fa- 

vcrifke and pomp devoid of thefe? Lo, the bar- 

aren tree, which bearcth leaves only on the fide 

. -p( the mountain ! It ihaU fpeedily be cut down; 

• J rwe have fought for fruit m vain,— Yet icemcm- 

•^Aer, ibsct without leaves and blojfoms,^ there «£2fi 

'be no fruit. JSuch are .the externsflfacraments;^ 

and outward means df j-eHgion; they aire jio- 

i^ing, deftitute jflf inward iruitsj yet inwarS 

O 5 t.i\ixv^ 
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fruits without them are not to be expeiSn^. J 
What God hath united, let not man disjoin. J 

Go thy ways, fon of man, repei^l, and turn -^ 
to God : think not that thy prayer and failing [ 
Oiall be remembered, to any other end than thy 
condemnation, if thou fhalt tread again in the 
paths of folly. << A man that fafteth for his 
fins, and goeth ftgain and doeth the fairie, who 
will hear his prayer ? and what doth his hum* 
bling profit him?" 

Tne Almighty hand, which holdeth the gol- 
den fceptre of the world, holdeth, oYkSuJinunes^ ' 
the keys of life and death \ he abhprreth the 
hypocrite ; he difcerneth the deepeft feorets of , 
the foul: — Miferable is that deluded mortal, 
who compelleth the indignant hj|ul of this ui|^ 



biaifed vjuftice, to unlock the gales of^ath— 
to affign the felf-deceiver a portion pf^nalte- 
rable punifhtpent, and to ihut upon him that 
door, which no man can open ! — Son of Jna* 
diusy confider thefe things, and be wife/' 

S 
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Len)im fit p€ithntia 
^uic^tdd corrig$re eft rn^s. 

To tht Vis I TOR;. 

. SI R, 

TH E miferieS" and misfortunes of life are 
the fubjcil of continual complaint ; Wc , 
»re erer hearing from almoft avery tongue que-*- 
nilous lamentations, and forrowful tales of .di-e 
ftrefs. It IS .certain, that humanity is neceiTarii- 
ly. cc^^ded with trouble ; there are many evils 
and incon\reniences, which np philofophy, fore- 
caft, or power, can prevent or remove. And 
k is as certain, that many advantages fpring 
from thefe evils, whether we confidcr thcni 
with a view to prefent or temporal concerns. 

But it feems ftrange and unaccountable, that, 
well fatisfled as we all are of the neceflary debt 
of tiXHible and anxiety, which every man muft p^»y 
to tife, in fome way or other, 'we fliould'yet un- 
wifely aggravate our diftreffes, and add to out'' 
own uneafmefs, rather than apply to every wffc 
and rational method of alleviating them. That 
every human evil will admit of much alkvla^ 
O 6 X \\si^\ 
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tion; that the method in which we btfSur.oi^: 
fortunes may increafe or diminifh tbeir^ wcighti^ 
is too plain and palpable a truth d9^ suimit o£f| 
difputation. Why then is h, that we ^cr ndii 
ftudy the arts of fupporting the neceflary incotf- ' 
Veniences to which flefh is heir ? Why is it thal^ 
wearefuch enemies to ourfelvesf and why is 
it, that when, confeffedly, happinefs is file one ^ 
purfuit of us all, we do not ftudy the firft prin* f^j 
ciples of attaining it, or as much of it as our i 
preferit ftatc will admit ? v J 

I was lead into thefe reflexions laft night, at 9 
my friend Ttnumder's^ who gave ^e aninvit^<» - 
tion^ with another friend, to pafs the evening . 
with him at his own houfe. Timandir is a man 
in^rade, with many amiable qualkLes ; and his^ 
wife, for whom h^ has a good<regard, i^ vip- \ 
man^ of whom we might fpeak with ^eenu 
But like other peaple, eng^ed in the thorny 
difficulties of trade, (where, fo for as I, have 
found, perplexities many and various are xast* 
avoidable) this couple have met with their 
^rplexities ; arid furely when they* came toge- 
ther they could not expert the contrary. People^ 
with a few grains of prudence, wiDuId endea- 
vour^ one ihould imagine, to make the beft of 
*€vils they could not jfhun, and to render loads 
^as l-ight to each other's ihouiders as poffible, 
which their fituatioa made it necelTary to bear« 
Sat in dire^ contradtdion to iuch philoibphjs 

*9W 
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E>|ir worthy friends feem mutually agreed to adi 

fweight OT every load, and thorns to every difR* 
Gulty. We were fcarce fat down to fuppcr^ 
before fome unwelcome dtercation began : fome 

r crofs events that day had happened j concerning 
which, when Ttmander interrogated his wife, 
ihe replied with fome tartnefs, and his rejoinder 
was made with no lefs acrimony. They weirf 

'^ on to teize and whet each other, 'till at length 
my naughty pride would not permit* me to be 
iilent. " Sir, faid I, to my friend, I am fony 
that I am To unfeafonably admitted to your table, 
when you and your wife have matters of mo- 
ment % difcufs : I muft be free to, fay, I exped* 
pd ^ftcrent entertainment : I will not be f<j 

- rude as to interfere with your family differen- 
ces-^fl^ou will exoufe me, and I wiih you a 
goodnight," 
'You cannot wonder, that fuch a remon- 

*' ftrance had its effeS: : they were both confound- 
ed, and made many apologies, entreating my 

~ pardon, pleading the fituation of things, and 
infifiing upon my flay. I 'fate Aovm again ^ 
for J had taken my hat, and with fome gravity 
^ told them, ** My good friends, you know J 
love jind efteem you both, and wdfli nothing 
more fincerely 'than ysour felicity. It grieves 
me to fee you both fuch enemies to yourfelves, 
i0. weak and abfurd. Yoa are under difficulties, 
^rea^ very ^reat difficulties : I grant it : -So am 
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I : So sue thoufands ; what then i Shatt we «ii^ j 
creafe thofe difficulties by our maomr iof Wir^^^y 
Acm : This wou'd be ftrang^y ridiculous. Yow f^ 
peevifhnefs, paffion, altercation, and unpetud* ^ 
fity, deprive you of all that comfort, wW^- r^g 
alone makes difficulties light and eafy to be 
borne. You know, that: I have lived loijg ai^ 
%2^ily with an' excellent wife : and you'kimr 
that we have fought our way through many uii* ' i 
eafy circumftances. Now I miift freely trfi* i 
you,' that to far have we been from adding to , j^^ 
^ch others evils, which is your cafe, that we 
have mutually lightened each others burden. ' 
However chagrining our affairs have B%en, I i 
never concealed the real truth from my faithfu}. ' 
and beft friend my wife; ihe nelper aggravated i 
0r confidered matters in the worft vjfpir, but 
with fmiles and good nature alleviated all my 
tears, and fixed the eye of my hope on fome 
favourable circumftance. In return, I have al- 
ways endeavoured to keep up her fpipts, with the 
utmoft chearfulnefs ; and in fhort, we have learnt 
to take Hfe as it is, and to make the beft qf it ; 
always determined to footh each other3 cares, 
and to pour balm into each others hearts, 
not to add fuel to the flame 5 — So are we, fo 
have we been long and exquifitely bleffed,-T-and 
let come what will, we are ever fure of finding 
confolation, peace, and reft in each others 

bofom." 

My 
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My remarks had their ufe, at leaft for that 
evening 5 \^ich we pafled in great good na- 
ture ; and I hope it may lead my friends to fome 
advantageous reflections. However, as theirs, I 
believe, is an epidemical diftemper,. thefe hints 
may be generally uTefuK As fo much fqcial^ 
happinefs depends upon each other, let huf- 
band and wife ftudy to foften alternate cares; 
and learning to take the world as it pafles, let 
them bear with chear&iUieis uaavoidable evils, 
and not double thofe evils by their own impe- 
tuofity, imprudence, and abfurdity. : 1 

I am, i; > 

SIR, 

Y^our% &c. 
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NUMBER LXXXV. . I 

S^e^vit it in luum Stygih imjfa tenehris 
Tallida7ifiphdne I morhos agit anUmetmnfue, * 
Jnqut dm a^idum furgens maput altius effert. 

' _ ViROIU 

.,: ^ ^%i 

^ the Vis it oh. 

Sin,. 

1HAVE often obferved with fecret concern, 
that when the SmaU-pox prevails in # com- 
^inunity, the families who by a kind interpofitioa 
•of Providence, were formerly carried with fafcty 
througii the diflemper^ feldom pay a j|pligiouB 
regard to this formidable vifitatio^n. Although 
the funeral bell is daily appriiing them of the 
dreadful hayock, which the difeafe is making in 
4the houfes of their neighbours— -although death 
Js come up into our windows^ and is^ entered into our 
palaces^ to ci4t off the children from without^ and the 
joung men from the Jireets ; yet fuch, as by prior 
ficknefe are fecured againft the prefent evil, fel- 
dom think themfelves interefted in this general 
dovaftation ; but purfue their ievexal j>leafures 
^«iit h j g a gernefs and alacrity^ 
"^oth^ot this condudl betray An /them ihe 
Jouleft inghatitudc Sqx their own deliverance;, 
j: ) ,. * ^d 
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■and a cruet infenfibility of theforrows of others? 
Methinks the tender laws of humanity, and the 

. common bonds of friendlhip were alone fuffi- 
cient to arreft the mind in its giddy career after 
trifles and vanity i and more than fufficient to 
i;eprefs all licentious fallies of intemperate mirth 
and jollity. But when this levity and diffipa- 
tion are beheld with an eye of religion, how 
exceedingly culpable muft they appear io the 
fober and ferious thinker ! 

Undoubtedly it is one part of the defign of 
Providence, in fuch melancholy difpenfations, 
to put the whole community upon thought and 
coniideration. We fbnd impeached of the moft 
Kagitious folly in the fight of hearten, when we 
will not permit the dieath of our friends to raife 
in us proper refledions upon tliat diflblution 
which awaits ourfel ves. Ob ! that th^ were wife ; 
that Jhey would conjider their iatter end^ was thfc 
companionate exclamation of infinite Wifdom. "' 

That the contagious nature of the fmall-pox 
t>ften precludes ^he fick fcom the attendance of 
their deareflr relations, and thereby aggravates 
the fuiFerings oi the difeafed, is too obvious a 
truth. But, what is m^y times of far fape- 
rior confequence, this fore calamity often dc- 
j>ars' the minifter from the dying bed; who, 
through a Juft fenfe of the danger, ^arifing ei- . 
:Aer perhapli to bis own perfon, or to his fa^ 

; ^yxonuexioRs, is compelled to abfent himfetf 
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from the infected ch;«mber. Hence the foul, | 
in thejaft moniei^ts of her fepajg^tion, i$ left 
.deftitute of (piriui^l affiftance, when her wants ^ 
mkd emergencies are the moft importunate. ^ 
^aked and difcomlbrted fhe now ftands upon 
the beach, eyes the vaft ocean of eternity which 
lies before her, and fhudders at the multitude of 
xlB terron. Then with all the tremblings of 
uttxHtyy flic tui^m over the regifter of her foiv 
mer life, marks the nufneroiiis fins, errors, and 
mifearriiages of it, \anii is overwbebned with 
confufion at the painfiil retrofpefL In all this 
tumultuous perplexity of thought, flie calls her 
^efpairing (iountaxmce around, hakhtg^ but then 
hfwte to favi'i mondiringj, but ihere is nom to up*- \ 
Mi. Suidy amidft rfiscji ^S&m&am% icenes', 
Ibofe venerable perftmages.nriKi officiate: »t the 
; altar of the LIVMiG GOD, might greatly 
jivail the agonizing heartj by the prudent and 
pious exercife of dieir functions. The facred 
txracles are an ineachauf^la fource of the bed 
confolations in the worft extremities : therefore 
£very Scribe which is infiru^ed utOff the kingdom of 
ieaveny knows where to fetch rich fupplies for 
^very exigence. 

Is anyfick among you ? fays the apoftle %\.,James^ 
kt him call for the elders of the churd}^ and let 
4b/m pray over him. Not perhaps that minifters 
are always to wait for fuch invitations^ Bi^ 
doubtlefs they muft counteract the foft emofiQe^ ^ m 
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o( nature, and /fKfle the fu^eftions of duty, 
who upon frivolous, pretence^ xtiuk the dying fol- 
licitations of the penfivje, dejefted chriftian^ or 
of the awakened, enquiring fmner. 

It is in fome degree incumbent upon every 
man to attend the couches of thofe who are 
languishing under infirmities and pains. The 
-cjiquiry which will be made at' the laftday after 
this fort of charity, dei^opilratos how Jimppr- 
tant a place it hplds i^ all our praiSitcal relir> 
gion^ 2^13^ i3m{q y^rdB, Jki mdy or 

•vtfittd me not J abtihdantly jhew what a mighty 
influence it will have upon ouir^feM^nce, eith^ 
of abfolution or condeacmation. But much more 
doesiiisydfilnfte corfccJern thofe whofe appro- 
priated, o^qe it i»,to prepare the fqul/oa: her en- 
trance upon a new ftate of exiftence ; who are 
fet cte Wktchmcir to the houfe of lfraet\ an<t 
whofe indifference^ carebjfnefs and negle£i will af- 
fiiredly render them obnoxious to the feverity 
of the divine difpleafyre» 
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The reader will be pleafed to ^obferve, that the let- 
ters denote the volaine» the ^ures the pages. 

jJLhaanst the hermit, his refle^ons on fefting, J 
ii. 253. 
.jlUigpry^ li. 295. ! 

Alttrcatiom between hufband and wife, ii. 299, 
Amuftmenu^ n. 255. 
Antleipqiiwi of nuferies, wrong, i. 100. 
Jntimmmns. their abfiird and licenuoiiS' tenets cei- 

fured, ii. I, 
AftfileSf their evidence, 1. Sg. 
^^i, their p^aHar gnmei ii. 1 1« 
Jftmblyt Stil^^ itse&blifhinent, 1/ ij^. ^ 
Auguftus (the emperor)his re^y to his comfort<M'spL z6u 
Bath, letter from, ii. 254. 
Beau and viper, a ^ble, i. 305. 
^^^, Ant and Sparrow, a fable, ii. 199. . 

BMl, Bp. recommended as an cxdm^/n^ HS^*- 
beggars, comm^n^ a great nuifance,^!!. .loo. 
tdfoviwr <}{ a lunatic in Ac Walks of LfaicoinVknj 

i. 216. ; 

BeHe<uolence and compaffion, excellence of, ii. 89^ 
BemwHo, amiable in retirement, i. 32. 
Birth ^ its little worth witiiont virtue, i. 42. 
-Candid, Philanthropy, Efq; vifited by hi» printer and 

bookfeller, &c. undertakes the ^//J/fl#>;L 1. 
x—accoant of his family, i. 7.* 
Ci&ari//>/, public, their excellence, i. 116.— -254. 
Charity, eflky on, i. 2^4. 
Chrijiian Sjftem, papers on the excellence of, i. 20X« 

— 227—260. ii. 110—160—260. 
CbriJUan, the fincere, muft be happy, i, 204. 
City-AJfemhly, i. 100. See Seiima Siehr> 
•C/ifr^ vindicated, i. 83. 

' animadverted on, ii. i'26. 
Clemency in commanders applauded, ii. 89* 
Comfort, Chriftian religion full of, ii. 261. * 
Death of Chrift confidered, i. 74. * 

Death of his late majefty, reflections on, ii. |^8* 
jPebtor, a poor one, Viw ^\^t«.W/\, v^^; \ ^^ 
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J^ipenddftct on God, i. ^99. 
Den^otim^ languors in, unavoidable, ii. 28^* 
I>//J>^/w«j differentin life, ii. 27. ' 
Dwine faronr a fenfe of, the greateft happinefs, ii. 250* 
Dmglas (Dr.) his criterion quoted, i. 244. 
Dyer 9 Mr. fine pafTage from his Fleece, ii. 141. 
Educfaion^ wrongs its pernicious confequences, i. 6k« 
ii. 230. - 

J?^/^ cenfored, H. 157* 
Eftt4tfb on an infant, i. i65* 
Equation (Mr.) a philomath, his charadler, ii. 46* 
Eugemof his cuHom on New-year's-day, ii. 221. 
Euripides^ a line of his quoted, i. 34. < 

Fable of the flag, i. in. 
•— — of the beau and viper, i. 306. 
*— • of the bee, fparrow and ant, ii. 199. 
Fair fex defended, ii, 174. 
Faiths its excellence, i. 73- ' 

Fafting^ public, on, ii. 266. 
Feafi of the fons of clergy, an account of, i. lijf. 
Fenelon (M.) one of his dialogues of the dead, 1. 2io« 
Ferrers (lord) refiedtions on his fad fate, i. 40, 
Fefiinjah^ Chriilian, prove the truth of our religion, i.5 5 • ^ 
Folly of paiSng a hafty judgment on noxious animals, 

Free-nvill, on, ii. 204. 

Fu^eri, famous merchants^ a fiory concerning them, 

li. 137. 
Gaming, remarks on, ii. 9. 

Glazier, a letter from, on the general mourning, ii. 1 52. 
Good-Friday^, meditations written for that di^, i. 53. 
. ii. 272. 

Good, z proper appeHation of George die 3d, ii. 283. 
Gratitude, remarks on^ ii. 172. 
Guittar (Harry) his paffion tor mufic, |i, 30. 
Haf^nefs, wha-e td be found, i. 174.— 191. 
IfAT^i^, refle^ons ea> i. 288-*269. 
Hafty (Mr.) his charader, ii* 168. 
Holy Spirit, a paper on the defcent of, i. 133. 
Hooker (I^.) author of ecclefiailical ^lit^^ f <q^ tA/ 

privafcyandeohtemplatton;-'!. 21, . 
3^imiinu$ 0t.) l^iiefaftion of \ii* \4ooaL ^x Yte^^'^^ 
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Immortality of the fool, argjomenl in proof of/ii. 278. 
Ittgratitudt^ often wrongly charged, ii. i68. - 
Indian TaU I, 174 — 179 — 186. 
hjidflity^ DO excufe ciMi be made for, L 201. 
Iwiholder^ one fn Nornandjr nmrders. a yoang officer^ 

who firoves to be bis fion, L z%a.. \ 
Ifittrcour/t with GQd> man's ii%heft happineis, ii. 251. 
■ genuine teft of, ii. 287. 

Joriin (Dr.) a quot^on from lxis.£fc0Brie8 on Chri- 

fHanity, ii. iit. 
Ireland^ method of impfoving aeligion in, i. 36. 
Knmjoledgi fnuiud^ in the futnie wmd,reniark8 on, H. 21, 
Lanjo^ evil of, i.^aoS. 

Liavei of tree», moral indraftions from« ii. 180. 
Letter from Bath on4iffii>;Ki^ and e9»nivagaoce9ii.e54. 
Letter$ aft^rnanifes^ ridknkd, i. z%^ 
Lapfius^ ftory of, ii. 266. 

Liquefaaion of St. Januarius's blood at Naples, i. 2 1 9. 

iJue-tbe-flefif^ Jerry, an example of a citizen's retire- 
ment, i. 19. 

Ltvepi^ (Mr.) a feaman, his odd fpeech, ii, 49. 

Magdakn^ a letter from a graceful one, i, 47 — 60. 

Magdalen, a real hsftory of one, i. 6o. 

UAgdahn-bvufey the excillence of that in(Httttion» i. 47. 
ii. 88. 

J^gi/catxin, his fearch after happinefc, i. 174. 

Maria, an^nnhappy young wom»n» her letter to the 
author, ii. 228. 

Men employed by the ladled k w^me&'sbitfinefs, i. (04. 

il&rrAtf»/r| refpe^aWe, ii. i3^i 

Minijhr$ ffcomteen^ed to nfit perfons ilLof the ii^all. 
pox, ii. 306. 

Mw/^prove il»tiii*of,chjifti||piy* -1. 9«; . ^ 

MoMtor, his reflexions pa thjBcleigy anfwerefU^K 8x. 

Morality ofthe cbriftian fyfteW, it3 excfcllenee, h. no. 

jlf(7/)&tfr'sdiftre4iorthelofsofheifinf»nl, i* !$?• 

Mourning, public, in little ^adefinen's wiytts wicul d, 

■■ .comforted, i. i^3t . 

Mountaiwi xYicii ufe aftd beauty, iijyt44- -. a. 

l&rfiri^ (Mr:) eytraa frOm his leuertoi^r. |?«t,M. 9f* 

Nati<vity oiF out Lotd^ twto\fifc^iW4.*fc-^^a-^, 

ligion, i. 22«— *&Q» V 



I N D E X. 

Newton (Bi>.) a qootadon horn his book on the pro* 

.phecies, ii. I39. 
New Year's'day^ refledUons on, 11. 2 1 7, 

— * a hymn for, 222. 

NMHtyi (young) advice to, L 41. 

Obedience^ univerfal, bed teft of commnnion with God, 

ii. 287. 
Ocean^ reflc£U6ns on, ii. 33—53—62—70-^6. 
Optinufft^ not of the faoiily of the Candids, i» 1 5 . 
Patience^ ftrongeft motives to, offi^red by chriftianity, 

ii. 260. 
Pitir (the great) hi$ 1)ehaviour in his lafl moments, 

i. 269, 
Pindar^ his eulogium on Water, ii. 65* 
Predejlinartam, their opinions cenfnred, li. 193. 
Prifoners for debt, propofal for their redemption re« 

commended, ^* J73« 
'Prophecies fulfilled in Chrift, ii. 172. 
Prophecies t ii. 212 — 272. 
Profiitutes^ a naifance to oar ftreets, and a fcandal to 

our police, ii. 105* 
Providences ii. l6%, 

Pfalm XIII. a poetical verfion of, ii. 252. 
Pjalm XL 11. a poetical verfion of, ii. 291. 
Pfalm CVII. its beauties compared with Homer and 

Virgil, ii. 71. 
Punifiment^tietndX^ remarks on, li. 162. 
^aier, a letter froiifi one to the Viiitor, i. 96. 

' — I a fecond letter from the fame, i. 1 22. 

Xea/oTt, its province, i. 144. 

Redemption f on, i. 73. . " 

Pe/urre^on, on, 1. 8S. 

Retirement, on, i. 15—29. 

Routj, city, rebuked by a quaker, i. 130. 

Rules, four, to prove the veracity of any fa£t, i. 56. 

Sale (Mr.) quotations from his Koran, ii. 9. 

Sampfin Gideon, u 120. 

Sea, a poem, ii. 39.. 

Seeker (Mils Sefinm) W letters to the Vifitor, i. 100, 

192. ii. 41— i8R5. 
Sel/'tormettting, common but abford^ \. \^«^ 
Simdnidej, tr4niladoA^fropi him, ii. \%V 
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&immd$ip the poet* his wifdom commended by Cb- 

cero, i. 14c. 
S/atufer, its baleneTsy u 250. 
SmaJ/'f^Xt a formidable vifitatSon, 11. 304. 
Societies for promoting chrifiian knowledge lecem* 
, mended^ i. 3;. 

Spirit, Hofyi on its defcent, i. 133. 
Sptin. (Bp.) exttad from his fermon, ii. 282. 
Story, an a^edling one of an km-keeper, i. 280. 
Storm, deicripdon of, ii. 75. 
Snviefjiaiej (Thomas) his charadler, ii. 28. 
Sjwtpaibtticos, his letter to the Vifitor, on the folly of 

falfe pleafttre, <«nd the excellence of benevolence, 

ii. 254. / 

7bom/on (Mr.) his feaibns quoted, ii. 67. 
' Titf^ander, his charader, ii. ^00. 
Timander and his wife thetr unpleafing contentions^ 

ii. 300. 
Time of Chrill's birth, ii, 2 1 2. 
*Iommjoell (Mr.) his paffion for the rufi of antiquity, 

ii. 31. 
Trade/man, character of one half-crazed with politics, 

i. 149. 
Trade/men, adi^ice to, concerning retirement from bu* 
Trade, its advantages, ii, 135. 
^riftram Shandy, a quaker's rebuke of, i. 98— '122. 
trinity ^ an effay on, i. 143. 
Trouble-all (Mrs.) her charader, i. 249^ 

finefs, i. 22. 
Valiere de la (Madam) miftrefs to Lewis XIV* her 

behaviour, ii. iji. 
Vanity of human life and human pleafures, ii. 180. 
Ferfes on feeing lady H — in tears at the Magdalen 

chapel, ii. 164. 
VirgiPs defcription of a ftorm, ii. 76. ^ 
Vifitation, an account of one by a foreigner, i. 221. 
Vifion, on our national charities, i* 254. 
War, its mifchiefs, ii. 89. 
Wheat, its prodigious i^CJ:e4fe, i. 3<^i. . ^t 

Winters* day in London, its beaudes, i. io6, -fnl • 
tlifng, Dr. fine pafiagt ^ ViSs cw^fidftred^ i. 77^ \ 
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